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THE WORP
REVELATION
MEANS “AN
UNVEILING”. 60P
PULLED THE
CURTAIN away
AND SHOWEPD JOHN
THREE THINGS.
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{ I. AN UNVEILING OF

\ CHRIST HIMSELF
IN HIS 6LORY
(CHAPTER 1);

g Z. AN UNVEILING OF
CHRIST AND HIS
CHURCH -- THe
INNER STATE OF

SOME OF THE
CHURCHES
(CHAPTERS Z AND
3);
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3. AN UNVEILING OF
CHRIST AND HIS
KINGPOM -- HOW
THINGS WILL BE AT
THE CLOSE OF
THIS aAGE
(CHAPTERS 4 TO

1:19 ALSO PIVIPES THE BOOK OF REVELATION INTO THREE PARTS: THE THINGS WHICH YOU HAVE SEEN (CHAPTER 1), THE THINGS
WHICH ARE AT PRESENT (CHAPTERS Z AND 3), AND THE THINGS WHICH WILL TAKE PLACE IN THE FUTURE (CHAPTERS 4 TO 22).




THIS REVELATION WAS GIVEN NOT ONLY FOR JOHN, BUT FOR
ALL CHRIST’S BONP-SERVANTS (I:1). BOND-SERVANTS IS
ANOTHER WORP FOR "SLAVES”. 6OD HAS HIS SLAVES AND
HIS SERVANTS. 60D HAS SERVANTS WHO WILL SERVE HIM

AS LONG AS HE CARES FOR THEM AND PROVIPES FOOD,
CLOTHING, SHELTER AND MONEY FOR THEM.

UNPERSTANPD THIS BOOK. OTHERWISE WE MAY USE OUR
CLEVER BRAIN AND STUPY THIS BOOK ALL OUR LIVES AND
GET MANY FANCIFUL INTERPRETATIONS OF THE SYMBOLS

IN THIS BOOK -- BUT WE WILL BE TOTALLY WRONG.

( IF THAT IS OUR ATTITUPE TOWARDS 6OD, THEN WE WILL

IN I:3, WE READ, "BLESSEP IS THE MAN WHO REAPS
THIS BOOK AND OBEYS THE THINGS WRITTEN IN IT.”

A SLAVE OF GOP HOWEVER HAS GIVEN UP ALL HIS
RIGHTS. IF GOP GIVES HIM FOOP AND SHELTER ANP
MONEY HE IS HAPPY. IF GOPD GIVES HIM NOTHING, HE
1S STILL HAPPY. HE WILL JOYFULLY CONTINUE TO BE
A SLAVE - AS THE SLAVE IN EXOPUS ZI:5 SAID, “T

LOVE MY MASTER. T WILL NOT &0 OUT FREE.”

.

I:l ALSO SAYS, “HE SIGNIFIED IT” (KJUV).
THE WORPD 'SIGNIFIEP’ MEANS “SHOWED
BY SIGNS.” THAT INFORMS US THAT THE

WHOLE BOOK WILL BE FULL OF SIGNS.

THE BOOK OF REVELATION HAS NOT BEEN GIVEN
TO US TO MAKE CHARTS ABOUT THE FUTURE.




JOHN WRITES TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES FROM “JESUS CHRIST THE RULER OF ALL THE KINGS OF EARTH” (I:5).
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AND IMMEPIATELY HE TALKS ABOUT CHRIST’S RETURN, “HE IS COMING IN THE CLOUPS” (I: 7). WHEN
CHRIST RETURNS, HE WILL NOT COME SECRETLY. HE WILL COME AS HE HIMSELF sSAID, LIKE THE LIGHTNING
SHINING FROM ONE ENP OF THE SKY TO ANOTHER -- THAT EVERYONE WILL SEE (MATTHEW 24:27).
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1 THERE WILL BE NO SECRET RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH BEFORE THE TRIBULATION AS MANY FALSELY
! BELIEVE. THERE IS ONLY ONE COMING OF CHRIST -- AFTER THE TRIBULATION -- AND THAT IS WHEN THE
g CHURCH WILL BE RAPTUREP TO MEET HIM IN THE SKY. EVERY EYE WILL SEE US BEING TAKEN UP TO HEAVEN.
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IN 1:9, WE SEE JOHN REFERRING TO HIMSELF AS “YOUR BROTHER.”
HE WAS NOT POPE JOHN OR BISHOP JOHN OR REVERENP JOHN OR
EVEN PASTOR JOHN. MOST OF TOPAY’S LEAPERS PO NOT FoLLOW
JOHN, BECAUSE THEIR SENSE OF SUPERIORITY AND THEIR
PESIRE TO EXALT THEMSELVES OVER OTHER BELIEVERS WILL
MAKE THEM WANT TO0 RETAIN THEIR TITLES.

GOD ALLOWS HIS GREATEST SAINTS TO
60 THROUGH TRIBULATION FROM MAN,
IN ORPER TO MANIFEST THEIR FAITH
AND THUS TO GLORIFY HIS NAME
BEFORE PEMONS AND MEN.

JOHN WAS ALSO “A FELLOW PARTNER IN THE TRIBULATION” (I:9).
THE BOOK OF REVELATION HAS A LOT TO SAY ABOUT
TRIBULATION. BUT IF ONE IS TO PREACH ABOUT TRIBULATION, HE
NEEPS TO HAVE GONE THROUGH TRIBULATION HIMSELF FIRST.
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“AND I HEARD A LOUP VOICE LIKE THE SOUND OF A
TRUMPET” (I:10). WHEN WE ARE TUNEP TO THE HOLY
SPIRIT'S FREQUENCY IN OUR HEARTS (WHICH MEANS
HAVING A CLEAR CONSCIENCE WITH 60D AND MEN),
WE WILL HEAR &0P’S VOICE, LOUP AS A TRUMPET.
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THE LORD TOLP JOHN TO WRITE POWN WHAT HE sAawW
AND TO SENP IT TO SEVEN CHURCHES.

JOHN CONTINUES: “I WAS IN THE SPIRIT ON THE LORD’S
PAY” (I:10). IT'S ONLY WHEN WE ARE "IN THE SPIRIT”
THAT We AN UNPERSTANP WHAT 6OP REVEALS.

BUT MAN HAS USEP HIS WISPOM
AND COMBINERP MANY CHURCHES
INTO ONE PENOMINATION -- AND
THUS CORRUPTION HAS SPREAD
TO ALL THE CHURCHES.

WHEN JOHN TURNED AROUND, HE PIP NOT
SEE ONE LAMPSTAND WITH SEVEN
BRANCHES, AS IN THE OLP TESTAMENT
TABERNACLE. HE SAW SEVEN SEFPARATE
LAMP STANDPS. THAT SYMBOLISED SEVEN

INPEPENPENT CHURCHES.

ALL THESE CHURCHES WERE WITHIN A CIRCLE OF ABOUT
100 KILOMETRES RAPIUS. YET THEY PIP NOT BELONG TO
ONE PENOMINATION. THEY WERE ALL INPEPENPENT
CHURCHES. THEY PIP NOT HAVE A BISHOP RULING OVER ALL

OF THEM. EACH CHURCH HAP ITS OWN ELPERS.

(7 /\w
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SR
THEN JOHN PESCRIBES JESUS IN SYMBOLIC
\ LANGUAGE -- SYMBOLS OF HIS PURITY ANP

POWER. THE WORP OF GOP IS SEEN AS GOING
OUT OF HIS MOUTH AS A SHARP SWORP (I:16).

JOHN, WHO ONCE LEANEP ON
JESUS AT THE LAST SUPPER, NOW
FALLS ON HIS FACE A4S A PEADP
MAN BEFORE THE LORD. WHENEVER
WE SEE THE GLORY OF THE LORD,

We WILL HUMBLE OURSELVES.

THE SEVEN STARS IN HIS
HANP were THe

MESSENGERS OF THE

CHURCHES (1:20).

-
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‘ THE ELPER WHO HAP THE
GIFT OF PREACHING THE [

'kwazp WAS CALLED “THE|

MESSENGER”

JESUS HAS THE KEYS OF
PEATH. WE CANNOT &0
THROUGH THE POOR OF

JOHN HAD TO SEE THE GLORY OF I : PEATH, UNTIL HE OPEN IT.

JESUS FIRST BEFORE He sawW 50 LET US NOT BE AFRAID
THE BACKSLIPPEN CONPITION OF
THE CHURCHES AROUND HIM.
OTHERWISE HE WOULP HAVE \ [

BEEN DISCOURAGED. :

. _____%

JESUS SPOKE TO JOHN (WHO HAD SUFFERED PERSECUTION FOR SO MANY YEARS) THE SAME WORP THAT HE HAP
ALWAYS SPOKEN TO HIS APOSTLES WHEN HE WAS ON EARTH, "PON’T BE AFRAIP” (I:IT). THAT IS THE WORD THAT
N COMES TO US ALSO AS WE FACE THE PROSPECT OF PERSECUTION AND TRIBULATION IN THE FUTURE.
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THE ELPER AND THE CHURCH AT
EPHESUS HAP MANY 600P
QUALITIES (2:2). THEY HAP MANY
600D PEEPS AND HARD WORK AND
PERSEVERANCE TO THEIR CREPIT.

IN APPITION THEY HADP
SUFFEREP FOR JESUS' NAME,
WITHOUT GETTING WEARY (2:3).

[ A
G
THEY WOULP NOT TOLERATE EVIL MEN, WHICH MEANS
THEY JUPGEP SIN IN THEIR MIPST. THEY WOULP NOT

ENPURE FALSE PROPHETS EITHER, WHICH MEANS
THAT THEY EXPOSED FALSE POCTRINE.

BUT THE LORP TOLD THEM
THAT ALL THIS wWAS
WORTHLESS BECAUSE THEY
PIPN'T LOVE HIM LIKE THEY
LOVEPD HIM AT FIRST (2:4).

HERE HE TELLS THE OVERCOMERS, THAT HE WILL GRANT THEM “TO
EAT FROM THE TREE OF LIFE WHICH 1S IN THE PARAPISE OF GOP”
(Z:7). THE OVERCOMERS WILL GET WHAT APAM MISSEPD.

THE CHURCH IN SMYRNA WAS A SUFFERING CHURCH. IT WAS FACING A LOT OF TRIBULATION (2:9).

OF TRIBULATION. GOP LOVES HIS PEOPLE AND PERMITS THEM TO FACE TRIBULATION -- TO
PURIFY THEM. TRIBULATION HAP MAPE THIS CHURCH SPIRITUALLY RICH (2:9).

l THE LORD WAS VERY HAPPY WITH THIS CHURCH FOR IT WAS FAITHFUL TO HIM IN THE MIDST
<J
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THEY WERE BEING PERSECUTEP BY PEOPLE WHO THE LORP’S WORPD TO THIS CHURCH WAS WHAT HE
CALLED THEMSELVES JEWS (THE PEOPLE OF GOP) BUT TOLP JOHN “PON’T BE AFRAIP OF WHAT YOU ARE

WERE ACTUALLY THE SYNAGOGUE OF SATAN. TOpAY GOING TO SUFFER” (2:10). THIS COULP BE A WORP
ALSO THERE ARE PEOPLE WHO CALL THEMSELVES FOR SOME OF US TOPAY. “THE PEVIL WILL PUT SOME
CHRISTIANS BUT WHO PERSECUTE THE 6OPLY. OF YOU INTO PRISON. BUT PON’T BE AFRAIR.”

JOB) TEACHES US THAT GOP HAS TO &IVE SATAN
PERMISSION BEFORE HE CAN PO ANYTHING TO &OP’S &OD DETERMINES THE EXACT PERIOP OF OUR
SERVANTS. AND IF 60D ALLOWS YOU TO BE PUT INTO TRIALS. HERE THE LORD TOLD THEM THAT THEIR

PRISON, |T WILL BE “S0 YOU WILL BE TESTEP” (2:10). TRIAL WOULP BE “ONLY FOR TEN PAYS” (2:10).

HERE THE LORP PROMISES
THE OVERCOMERS THAT
THEY WILL NOT BE HURT BY
THE SECONP PEATH (Z:1.

“BE FAITHFUL TILL THE END,” THE LORD TELLS THEM AND
THEN HE PROMISES THEM “THE CROWN OF LIFE.”




PART OF THE REASON FOR THAT MAY HAVE BEEN THAT IN

THE CHURCH IN PERGAMUM WAS A WORLPLY CHURCH. THAT CITY THERE WAS A VERY FAITHFUL SERVANT OF
THE LORD SAIP TO THEM, “T KNOW YOU ARE LIVING GO0P NANMED ANTIPAS (2:13). WHEN SATAN SAW HOW

WHERE SATAN’S THRONE 1S” (Z:13). THAT INPICATES WHOLEHEARTEP ANTIPAS WAS, HE PETERMINEPD TO MAKE

THAT SATAN HAP A SPECIAL INTEREST IN THAT CITY. HIS HEAPQUARTERS IN THAT CITY TO HARASS HIM.

NOW THE CHURCH IN PERGAMUM STARTED FOLLOWING THE
THE LORP CALLED HIM, “MY WITNESS, MY TEACHING OF BALAAM. THAT MEANS THEY RAN AFTER MONEY
FAITHFUL ONE.” SATAN FINALLY GOT HIM KILLEP. AND ALLOWEP IMMORALITY IN THEIR MIDST, AS BALAAM DID.

SOME IN THE CHURCH HELD THE TEACHING

OF THE NICOLAITANS. We PON’T KNow THE LORD PROMISED THE
WHAT EXACTLY THE TEACHING OF THE OVERCOMERS THERE THAT HE WOULD ALSO GIVE THEM A
NICOLAITANS WAS, BUT IT WAS SOMETHING HE WOULD GIVE THEM SOME STONE (LIKE A WEPPING RING
THAT GOP HATEP. THE LORD CALLED SECRET REVELATIONS WITH A PIAMONPD) WITH A NEW
THEM TO REPENT, AS OTHERWISE HE ("HIPPEN MANNA”) NAME WRITTEN ON IT (2:17).
WOULP JUPGE THEM (2:16). Av
\/—'\\~
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I THE CHURCH IN THYATIRA WAS AN APULTEROUS CHURCH. THEY HAD MANY WORKS, AND LOVE, FAITH, SERVICE AND
i PERSEVERANCE. BUT ALONG WITH ALL OF THAT, THERE WAS ALSO SPIRITUAL APULTERY IN THEIR MIDST.

i THERE WAS A WOMAN THERE, WHOM THE LORD REFERS TO AS JEZEBEL. SHE WAS PROBABLY THE ELPER’S WIFE, SINCE THE
WORP ‘WOMAN’ HERE CAN ALSO BE TRANSLATEPD AS 'WIFE.’ THE ELPER HERE WAS BEING CONTROLLEP BY HIS WIFE.

THERE WERE 7000 PEQPLE IN
ISRAEL IN JEZEBEL'S TIME, WHO
MANY CHURCH-ELPERS ARE HAD NOT WORSHIPPEPD IPOLS. BUT
QUEEN JEZEBEL IN ISRAEL CONTROLLEP LIKE THAT, WITHOUT A JEZEBEL WAS NOT AFRAID OF ANY
HER HUSBAND AHAB. HE WAS A WEAK MAN SPIRITUAL BACKBONE. THEIR OF THEM. SHE WAS AFRAID OF
WHO WAS EASILY MANIPULATEP BY HIS WIFE WIVES CONTROL THEM. ONLY ONE MAN -- ELIJAH.

THIS WOMAN BROUGHT ALL TYPES OF WORLPLINESS
INTO THAT CHURCH. ANP THE LORD WARNED SAYING

THAT HE WOULD SEVERELY PUNISH ALL WHO THE OVERCOMERS ARE PROMISED SPIRITUAL AUTHORITY
LISTENED TO HER TEACHINGS, WHICH HE CALLS “THE (JUST AS GOP GAVE ELIJAH) AND THEY WILL RULE THE
DEEP TRUTHS OF SATAN” (2:22--24). NATIONS WITH A ROP OF IRON ONE DAY (2:26, 27).
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THE ELDER HAP MAPE A NAME FOR HIMSELF
THROUGH HIS PREACHING. HIS POCTRINES WERE
ALL EVANGELICAL. BUT HE PIPN’T HAVE A LIFE TO

BACK UP HIS PREACHING. HE WAS A COMPROMISER.

HE LIVED ON HIS NAME AND HIS REPUTATION.

THE CHURCH IN SARPIS WAS A HYPOCRITICAL CHURCH. IT HAP
A NAME THAT IT WAS ALIVE, BUT IT WAS SPIRITUALLY PEAP.

—w :

‘ BUT THE LORPD NOTICED THAT IN HIS CHURCH THERE WERE A FEW BROTHERS (PROBABLY YOUNG BROTHERS) WHO WERE ZEALOUS
! AND PURE, WHO HAP NOT CORRUPTEPD THEIR GARMENTS, AND WHO WERE MORE SPIRITUAL THAN THEIR ELPER (3:4).

THE OVERCOMERS WERE PROMISED THAT THEY | THOSE WHO PO NOT OVERCOME ARE WARNED HERE THAT THEIR
WOULPD BE CLOTHEP IN WHITE GARMENTS (3:5). NAMES WOULPD BE "ERASEP FROM THE BOOK OF LIFE” (3:5).

THE CHURCH IN PHILAPELPHIA WAS THE FAITHFUL CHURCH. THE ELPER WAS FAITHFUL, AND S0 THE CHURCH WAS
FAITHFUL. THE LORP TOLD THEM, “I HAVE PUT BEFORE YOU AN OPEN POOR WHICH NOBOPY CAN SHUT” (3:8).
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