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The book of Joshua tells us how Israel possessed the promised land. i+
was a new beginning similar to the Acts of the Apostles. We read oF
tremendous manifestations of God's power Joshua was a great
leader and he brought the Israelites into the promised land

i pictures God as a God of war. This is because He is a God of love, like a Father, moking war against
things that harm mankind. A loving Fother would moke war agoinst the diseases that are in his children. The
land of Canaan is hot a picture of heaven becouse there are ho gonts to be Kiled in heaven Rather, it is a
picture of the Spirit- Filed life of victory over the lusts in our Pesh one by one. Whie crossing the Red
Sea wos a picture of water-baptism crossing the Jordan wos a picture of another kind of death. The Bible
teaches us that our od self ( or the old man, the mind that wants to sin ) was crucified by God on the
cross ( Romans 6.6 ) We cannot crucity our od man But now there is some'/'hhg else we have to cruciPy

u

- our Flesh ( the storehouse of desires ). Galatians 524 says " Those who are Christ's have crucified their

Llesh with its lusts and affections. ' The old man and the flesh are not the some ..




The flesh with its lusts is like a
baond of robbers that tries to

come into our hearts and poliute us.

The old moan is like an unfFaithful servant who
lives inside our heart and opens the door

every time these robbers come to steal.
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This is the state of the unbeliever who is Hot born
again. When temptation comes, he glad\y dlows sin
and wants to sin This is the key difference
between an unbeliever who sins and a believer
who sihs. The believer does hot waht to sin. This
is becouse God does Gomeﬂwina when we're born

agoin. The robbers are stil dive but -

- God removes the old servant.

- ond puts a new servant
within us when we are born
again who does hot want to
open the door to the lusts.

But sometimes, if we don+

Leed the hew servant well.

. the robbers force their —
. P This is what | ask when Peop\e
way into our hearts. This is
how the believer sins. The
new man is not s'l'r‘or)g
enough But the prook of
loeinﬁ born again is not
whether we sin or hot, but
whether we want to sin. IF
we want to sin, then | would

say, we are not converted

come to be baptized.




The Ist death - Red Sea, where the army of
Pharaoh was buried in a moment. This is a
Pic+ure of God cr‘uciﬁ\/inﬂ our old man.

The 2hd death is pictured when the Isroelites
crossed the Jordan We accept our
co-crucifixion with Chrrist to our lusts. Those
who are Christ's have taken this attitude towards
their lusts. The lusts are sfil there, pictured by
the giants still ruling the lond of Canaon.

Joshua was determined to kil every

It is we who have to put
to death the deeds of the
Hesh by the Holy spirit's
power ( Romans 813 )

onhe of those gonts. This is very
diffFerent From the Egyptian army
being buried by God in a moment.
The land of Canaan symbolizes our
body that hos been ruled by various
gonts of many lusts. Jesus said we
have to toke up the cross daily.
This is not kiling the old man. the old
man has alr‘eaa’y been crucified To
take up the cross is to put our
sel-wil ( flesh ) to death daily, in
the power of the Ho/y spirit, not
in our own strength

IF we toke a relaxed ottitude to sih in our lives, we can put on the old man once again ( Ephesians
422 ) A person who ' continues to live accordinz:] to the Flesh ' will die spiritually - even i£ he was dlive
ohce. Romans 813 - which is written to believers - is cr'ys-/'a/ clear on this point.




Our leader who leads us into this battle
is Jesus, Who was Himselt +emp+ed in
al points as we are ( Hebrews 415 )
Joshua went in £ront, Fought and said
' Follow me " Jesus says the same
thing o us. He is the Captain of our
salvation ( Hebrews 210 ) He is our
Forerunner, who has gone aheod and
that's why we are told to run the

Christion roce " looking unto Jesus *

So the spiritual theme of this book. is " overcoming sin " Joshua
wos the leader. Joshua is the Hebrew word for Jesus, which is
the English word The Hebrew word, Jehoshua means ‘The Lord
is Saviour' . Matthew 1.2 says " You shall call His hame Jesus
because He is a Saviour who wil save His people From their sins
' Moses could not lead the Isroelites into Canaon +ypi«cyir‘|a the
Foct that the law cannot lead us to a life of victory over sin

-

The Canaanites how were beina Punished Just like the world
Iin Noah's clay and Sodom and Gomorrah were punished. The
"land itself spewed them out ' ( Leviticus 18: 24, 25 )
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A God of love destroys some people just like a kind
doctor amputates a man's foot when the gangrene is
so severe, it threatens to destroy the whole body. So
what we see in Joshua is hot murder but surgery to

cleanse the land otherwise the corruption would spread




After Israel had occupied Canaan for The Lord told Joshua
700 years, they committed the same , that every place his
sins as the Canaahites i Feet trod would be

: y given to him ond that

no man would be able
to stand before him.

This is symbolic of the

New Testament

TN

/)

promise in Romans G4
- " No sin will be able to
e / master you, because
you are under grace '

The land of Cahaan had been ruled by many giants but
they would dll be defeated No sin, however Powerqcu\, will
be dble to overcome us. That is God's will For us. But

T Joshua had to ac-fua//y put his foot down on a piece of
N R S " territory and claim it in the Lords name. Only then would it
(/o4 A IS sTa aras are =
come. £ Hing;- cople keep violting His be his. We must clam our inheritance by Laith £ we do
standards and ignoring His prophets, He wil not lay hold of Gods promises as ours, they wil never be
perform the same surgery on them too Fulbiled in our lives. ' Always in victory ' was Paul's song |
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Faith reckons only with the promise
of God never with the difficulties
Pacing us. Becoming like Chirist can be
compared to climbing a high mountain Today, many Christians Feel the
The top of the mountain is perfect
likeness to Christ. We will reach there
only when Christ returns (1 John 32.)
But we don’t have to live at the Foot
of the mountain, defeated by sin The
Bible says ' Let us press onto
perfection ' ( Hebrews Gi ). We
should hot be afraid of the word "
perfection ', we must press onto it
Paul says towards the end of His life
in Philippians 3. 12- 14 * | have hot
reached the top but im pressing onl *

lusts are foo powerful and they
say like the other Israelites ‘
This is impossible '. Such
believers remain defeated. The
tragedy in Christendom is that
its preachers are not pure
inside. They have not overcome
sin in their private lives. Thus the
river of the Holy sSpirit Flows
through poluted channels. The
Pr‘eachirlﬂ is hollow {‘heor'\/ which
cannot bless or help people.




In Chapter 2 we see, we see Gods concern for a prostitute in
a heathen country. Jesus was concerned For the souls of
prostitutes in His day. Rahab, a well known prostitute in Jericho,
was sick and tired of her profession like Mary Magddlene
and many prostitutes +oda\/. Very Few people recognize that

Many of them, forced into this life, are sick and
fired of being exploited by men and God saw the
longing in one such - Rahadb. God looks all over the
world for those who are hungering after Him -
irrespective of nationdity or profession

She was hot a chid of

Abraham but Rahab become the

ancestor of both Joseph and

Mary, the mother of Jesus
Christ. She is listed among the
heroes of Faith ( Hebrews 1131 ).
James cites her as an examp\e
of Faith accomparied by works
( Jomes 225 ) Those of us who
have made a mess of our lives,

living in corner, uncared For,

can be encour'aaed b\/ Raohab.




1+ was difficult for Joshua to Fit into the shoes of Moses

But the Lord
said * 1 will begin
to exalt you in

the sight of
lsroel "

work with

Joshua's gualification to lead was ' God
was with Hm " God Picked him and trained
him under Moses. It is a great priviege to

ond learn from a godiy Older

~ man just like Elisha learned £rom Elijgh and
Timothy learned from the apostle Paul

UHPorJrunaJrely, many Christions today are con-(:essina the things they are lusting after instead of conﬁessina
the promises of God They say " | confess that | wil get a large house, a better job or a aood car ' Instead,
let us confess the word of God ' | confess that | will overcome anger, lusting with my eyes, love of money"

Then the lsraelites

-

crossed the Jordon ..

The ark was in front, a picture of
Jesus our Forerunner. The priests
put their Feet into the water by

Joshua was commanded +o meditate on
God's word day and night. God promised

Faith and the waters parted After
crossing they gave thanks ond

meditated on God's word.

Joshua both prosperity and success, it he

picked up 12 stones from the

riverbed and make a memorial

P

The lsraelite men who were born in
the wilderness were circumcised at
Gigal There were 40 year old men
who were not circumcised. This
was a small thing, but it was a mark
of the coverant It symbolised a
cutting-ofF of all conkidence in the

Flesh ( Phiippians 33 ) They could
NOT overcome the gionts in their

own strength. Theh the Captoin of
the Lord's army appears




After the circumcision is over, the Captain of the Lords
army comes. This is the Lord Jesus appearina in a vision.
Joshua thinks it's a man and asks ' Are you on our side or
the enemy’s?" The answer the Lord gves is very
instructive: ' I'm not on either side. | have come to lead
your army. You must come to my side * Sometimes we say

" Lord, Im going there. Please come ond bless me * Instead

we should ask ' Lord, where are You moving now as the

Captain of the Lords army. Where do you want me to go
as your soldier?' The Christian liFe is simple.

I don’t have to plan to
go here and there and
ask the Lord +o come

No. God is hot our servant He is our Captain
When we change our way of serving the Lord
to this way, we will see amazing results in our
ministry. Wait for His direction - aways.

y/ 4




Chapter G2 says " | have ALREADY
given Jericho into your hand " This
is what we need to khow when we
g0 to I:igh-l- againg-l' Satan - that he
has a/r'eady been defeated on
Calvary and that the Lord wil
crush him under our feet ( Romons
1620 ). God did not say " in seven
z:la\/s, 'm going to give you Jericho.
" No. He said ' | have already given
you the city. Just go in ond take it *
Al the Israelites had to do was
march around the city 13 times and
blow their trumpets on the 7th day

Our caling is to establish
the victory of Calvar'y
wherever we go. We
must confess that Satan
has been defeated | have
great joy in reminding
Satan dbout his defeat.

The devi doesn't like
to be reminded that he
was defeated on the

cross. So | tel him that
Fr'equenﬂy myself and
teach believers across
the world to tell him
that reﬁularly. Let us
submit to God, by
keepina our
conhscience clear , then
resist the devil




In Chapter 7 we
read of Isroel being
defeated For the
First time in Canoon.
Joshua asked God
why ond God replied
saying " There is sin
in the camp *

When Achon confessed to his sin, he said ' | saw, |
coveted | took, |hid" - the Four steps in temptation This
is how we sin as wel. Perhaps Achan thought he won't
get anything For himsel ond he will die a poor mon. But
God was only testing the Isroelites. In Joshua 8.2, the Lord
said to His people that, From then on they could take all
the spoil of battle in Canaon For themselves. But He
missed all of that because he Failed God's test.

One man, Achah, had
stolen eome+hing that
was Forbidden. Al the
other lsraelites
obeyed the commoand
not to take anything
in Jericho For
themselves Achon
was caught and his
sin was exposed
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Ihstead, it we seek Gods kinadom, He wil give us all that we nheed aways. In Chapter 826, we reod how Ai was
defeated after Achon hod been kiled We set the past r‘igh'l' before we move Forward - otherwise we wil
keep on being defeated Here, Joshua raised his javelin over Ai like Moses lifted his hands on the mountaintop




When people Llatter us,

deception i lose.

Now the great danger‘ that all of us Face after we have won Fuz e ] clees

The safest course of
aoction is to ask the

Lord's odvice and hot

a victory is the donger of becoming complacent The moment
we begin to relax in the Christian ife, we are in danger of

being deceived That's what happened to Joshua. Some .

Gibeonites - who were Canaanites who should have been killed 220 € ek Gl s

- come and deceived Joshua ( 9.4 ) They used Pla'H'ery also. Wl rozd Lt geaiels
about what Jesus dd -

- After doina many
miracles, immediately he
would sll;p away into the
wilderness to pray, to
give all the 3Ior'y to His
Father ( Luke 5 - 15, 16 ).
We are in 3r'ea+er' danger
after a victory than
ofter a defeat This is

becaouse we are in danger'

oF spiritual Pr‘ld@ .

|

In Chapter 10, when 5 kings attacked,
God told Joshua ' Dont be afraid. | have
given them into your hands. " The word

was dlways ' | have already given ' .

Victory was a foregone conclusion,

even before the battle started This is

how we must go to battle against Satan

too. The gates of hell wil never prevail
agoinst the church of the I'Ivil’\g God
Romans 16.20 says " the God of peace

wil soon crush Satan under our feet .

Satan was defeated on Calvary. Now

Satan will be crushed under our feet.




Joshua was old and there was much of the land that needed to be possessed ( Chapter 131 ) 's a sad
thing that there were ho other leaders in Israel to take over from Joshua. This is true of Christendom
+oda\/ as well. ﬁodly men are dyina and so much land is yet to be possessed. In Chopter 14: G - I5, we see

that although Cadeb is now 85 yeors od  his faith is stil as vibrant as it was 40 years eartier !

He asks Joshua to give him a hil country Filed with huge gionts and he says he wil drive them al out so
Joshua gave Hebron to Caleb. What a challenge and an encouragement it is to see godly, old men even +oday,
who like Caleb, ' have Followed the Lord Fully * ( verse 14 ), and are overcomers who are growing stronger
in their Faith even in their od age | In contrast, we see others who did not drive out the Canaanites

In Chapter 22: 10 - 34 we have a beautiful story that
llustrates how misunderstandings con be removed
and conflicts can be averted iF we odopt the simple
method of taking to the other party face to Face
before eriticising or judging them. The 24 tribes of
Israel who stayed on the eastern side of Jordan had
made a duplicate bronze aitar. When the other 9%
tribes saw this, they decided to c/ar‘i-Py and Found
out it was not an act of rebelion against God

In Chapter 23, we read of Joshua's farewel address
to the lsroelites. He warned the Israelites about
sticking to the word of God and in being seperate
From the heathen nations around them. In Chapter
24, he exhorts them to 'Fear the Lord and serve
Him in sincerity ond truth' . Then he said that
whatever their decision may be, as far as he and
his house were concerned they woud serve the
Lord Christion leaders need to lead their Family First




