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15 40: 12

1S 40: 12

Whe hag
mewked off the
heawens by
the gpon?

CHAPTER 40:1Z TO |7 SPEAK ABOUT THE CONTROL GOP EXERCISES OVER THE WHOLE UNIVERSE. HE CREATED EVERYTHING FROM
NOTHING. VERSE |3 |S QUOTEP IN | CORINTHIANS 2:16: “WHO HAS TAUGHT THE HOLY SPIRIT, OR AS HIS COUNSELLOR INFORMED HIMZ”
ALL THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH ARE AS NOTHING BEFORE HIM (VERSE I7). ALL THE INHABITANTS OF THE WORLPD ARE ALL LESS
THAN NOTHING AND MEANINGLESS. WE MUST SEE THIS SOVEREIGN RULE OF GOD, IF WE ARE TO SERVE HIM EFFECTIVELY AND
FEARLESSLY -- ESPECIALLY WHEN WE GO TO PIFFICULT PLACES WHERE PEOPLE APPEAR TO BE 50 POWERFUL BECAUSE THEY HAVE
THE AUTHORITY OF THE STATE BEHIND THEM AND OPPOSE US AS WE SEEK TO SERVE THE LORD. WE MUST REMEMBER THESE VERSES
THEN ANP TRUST IN THE TREMENPOUS POWER OF GOP TO PROTECT US AND TO PRESERVE US.

CHAPTER 40:Z(, 22: “PON’T YOU KNOW ANP HAVE YOU
NOT HEARDP?Z IT IS HE WHO SITS ABOVE THE CIRCLE OF
THE EARTH.” THIS WAS WRITTEN 2700 YEARS AGO AND

ISAIAH CLEARLY MENTIONS HERE THAT THE EARTH
WAS NOT FLAT, BUT SPHERICAL. THAT WAS HUNPREDPS
OF YEARS BEFORE ANYONE ELSE ON EARTH BELIEVED

THIS. SOLOMON ALSO MENTIONS THE SPHERICAL
NATURE OF THE EARTH IN PROVERBS 8:27 (NASB).
JESUS ALSO IMPLIED THAT THE EARTH WAS
SPHERICAL BY REFERRING TO IT BEING PAY IN SOME
PLACES AND NIGHT IN OTHER PLACES WHEN HE
RETURNS FROM HEAVEN (LUKE [7:31, 34)

CHAPTER 40:26: “LOOK AT THE ONE WHO CONTROLS THE STARS. HE
HAS GIVEN THEM ALL NAMES.” TSAIAH WAS GIVEN A VISION NOT ONLY
OF 6OD'S AWESOME HOLINESS (CHAPTER 6), BUT ALSO OF HIS
ALMIGHTY POWER. THESE ARE THE TWO VISIONS OF 0P THAT We
MUST ALWAYS HAVE BEFORE US WHEN WE SERVE HIM.
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CHAPTER 40:29--3| TEACHES US THAT THIS ALMIGHTY GOP WHOM WE CHAPTERS 40 TO 46 HAVE BEEN A PRECIOUS
WORSHIP AND SERVE WILL GIVE US STRENGTH WHEN WE ARE WEAK. T PORTION OF SCRIPTURE TO ME, IN MY SERVICE FOR
WANT TO ENCOURAGE YOU YOUNG PEQPLE: FROM EARLY YOUTH, LEARN TO THE LORD. T WOULD ENCOURAGE ALL OF YOU WHO
WAIT UPON THE LORP IN SIMPLE TRUST FOR ALL YOUR NEEDPS. YOU WILL SERVE THE LORD TO MEDITATE ON THESE CHAPTERS
GAIN NEW STRENGTH, AS THIS VERSE SAYS. OR AS ANOTHER TRANSLATION SERIOUSLY. THERE ARE SOME TREMENDOUS
PUTS IT: “THOSE WHO WAIT ON THE LORP WILL EXCHANGE THEIR PROMISES HERE FOR THOSE WHO ARE
STRENGTH” IN THE LORDP’S SERVICE YOU NEED THE LORP’S STRENGTH TO WHOLEHEARTEPLY SEEKING TO SERVE GOPD
SEE YOU THROUGH. WE WHO SERVE THE LORP REALLY NEED TO TRUST THE WALKING IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF THAT FIRST TRUE
LORP TO GIVE US SUPERNATURAL STRENGTH FROM ABOVE, HIS SERVANT OF JEHOVAH, OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST.
RESURRECTION POWER - NOT ONLY IN OUR SPIRIT BUT IN OUR BOPIES TOO.

CHAPTER 42 SPEAKS OF
JESUS AS THE SERVANT OF
JEHOVAH WHO IS ANQINTEP
BY THE HOLY SPIRIT. THE
HOLY SPIRIT IS ONE OF THE
MAIN THEMES OF THE NEW
TESTAMENT ANP THE HOLY
SPIRIT IS ALSO ONE OF THE
MAIN THEMES IN ISAIAH 40
TO 66. “BEHOLD MY
SERVANT WHOM T UPHOLP.”
A TRUE SERVANT OF GOP IS
ONE WHO IS UPHELP BY 60P,
NOT BY MONEY OR BY AN
ORGANISATION OR ANY
HUMAN AGENCY. THE LORP
1S THE ONE WHO SHOULP
UPHOLP US AT ALL TIMES.

I WiLL OPEN

RIVERS

iN DESOLATE hEIFhTs
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IS 41:18

CHAPTER 41:17, 18: WHEN THE AFFLICTED AND NEEDY (60D IS ALWAYS INTERESTEPD IN LISTENING TO THE CRY OF THOSE WHO ARE POOR IN
SPIRIT) ARE SEEKING FOR WATER (THAT 1S THE HOLY SPIRIT), WHEN THEIR TONGUE IS PARCHED, AND THEY SAY, ‘0 60D, T CANNOT LIVE
WITHOUT THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT,” I THE LORP WILL ANSWER THEM. I WILL OPEN RIVERS IN THEIR LIVES, SPRINGS IN THE MIPST
OF THEIR LIVES. T’LL MAKE THEIR LIFE LIKE POOLS OF WATER. ANP THEIR PRY LIFE WILL BECOME LIKE A FOUNTAIN OF WATER. THESE
PROMISES HAVE BEEN A TREMENPOUS BLESSING AND ENGOU?AGE/MQVT TO ME FOR MANY YEARS -- AND T PASS THEM ON TO YOU.
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CHAPTER 42:5--7: THE LORP TELLS US: “I HAVE CALLED YOU
IN RIGHTEOUSNESS. T HAVE CALLED YOU TO OPEN BLIND

EYES, TO BRING OUT PRISONERS FROM THE PUNGEON.” THIS IS

~ . &4 A GREAT MINISTRY.
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THE LORP WILL NEVER PISCOURAGE ANYONE WHO HAS MAPE A MESS OF HIS LIFE BUT WILL ENCOURAGE HIM AND HEAL HIM. THE
LORP WILL NOT PUT OUT THE WICK OF A CANDLE THAT IS ABOUT TO PIE. ON THE OTHER HAND, HE WILL BLOW IT INTO A FLAME. GOP
1S INTERESTEP IN HELPING WEAK BELIEVERS WHO HAVE FAILED. HE IS INTERESTEPD IN HELPING THOSE WHO ARE PISCOURAGEP
AND PEPRESSEPDP AND TO LIFT THEIR SPIRITS. A TRUE SERVANT OF THE LORP WILL ALWAYS HAVE A SIMILAR MINISTRY OF
ENCOURAGEMENT, LIFTING THE SPIRITS OF THOSE WHO ARE PEPRESSED ANP PISCOURAGEP AND WHO FEEL HOPELESS AND ARE
FEDP UP WITH LIFE. LET US ALL SEEK FOR SUCH A MINISTRY BECAUSE PEOPLE NEEP IT EVERYWHERE.
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WE MUST NEVE? TAKE ANY GLORY TO OURSELVES IN
OUR MINISTRY. TO TAKE THE CREPDIT OR THE GLORY TO
OURSELVES IS A VERY, VERY SERIOUS CRIME. IT IS WORSE
THAN STEALING MONEY. 60D MAY BLESS YOU AND YOUR

THIS LOOKS LIKE A PUZZLING VERSE, ESPECIALLY SINCE IT
REFERS CLEARLY TO JESUS (AS WE CAN SEE FROM VERSE I).
IT MEANS THAT A TRUE SERVANT OF GOP WILL BE BLIND AND
DEAF TO MANY THINGS THAT HE SEES AND HEARS AROUND
MINISTRY AND USE YOU MIGHTILY. BuT He wiL. NEVER HIM. HE DOESN'T &0 AROUNP LOOKING FOR SIN IN OTHERS.
GIVE HIS GLORY TO ANYONE. ONCE WE START TOUCHING THE THE PHARISEES WERE LIKE BECAUSE THEY ARE JEALOUS OF

GLORY OF 60D WE WILL pésTPOYOUYSELVES, LIKE HIS MINISTRY. PON’'T BE LIKE THEM. BE PEAF AND BLINP TO
MANY THINGS THAT YOU HEAR ANP SEE AROUNP YOU. PIP YOU

MANY SERVANTS OF THE LORP HAVE BEEN PESTROYEP. HEAR THAT SOMEONE MADE A FALSE ACCUSATION AGAINST
oNce we sTarT PRoMOTING OURSELVES ecrore YOUZ IF YOU WERE PEAF YOU WOULD NOT HAVE HEARD IT. BE

! “pEAF” THEN! ISN'T IT 600D FOR A SERVANT OF THE LORD TO
PEOPLE, PRAWING PeopLe To QURSELVES sTean BE “BLIND” TO ATTRACTIVE WOMENZ YOU HAVE EYES, BUT

OF T0 THE LORP, AND TAKING CREPIT FOR WHAT GOP pip, YOU PON'T SEE. YOU ARE “BLINP”! YOU HAVE EARS, BUT YOU
WE ARE ON VERY PANGEROUS GROUND. THIS IS HOW PON’'T HEAR! BECAUSE YOU PO NOT JUPGE BY WHAT YOUR

THOUSANDS HAVE Las-r 600’6 ANOINTING ON THEIR EYES SEE OR WHAT YOUR EARS HEAR. THIS IS HOW JESUS

— LIVEP AND THIS IS HOW WE MUST LIVE TOO (ISAIAH [I:3).




When you pass through thc‘ywatcrs,
it
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CHAPTER 43:1--5: * WHEN YOU PASS THROUGH THE
RIVERS (PIFFICULT SITUATIONS) THEY WILL NOT
OVERFLOW YOU. WHEN YOU WALK THROUGH THE

FIRE IT WILL NOT HURT YOU NOR WILL THE FLAME
BURN YOU. T AM THE LORP YOUR &OP. YOU ARE
PRECIOUS IN MY SIGHT. T GAVE EGYPT FOR YOUR

RANSOM.” TO US HE SAYS, “I GAVE YOU THE BLOOD
OF MY SON FOR YOUR RANSOM. THEREFORE YOU

ARE PRECIOUS IN MY EYES. PON’T BE AFRAID.” THE

WORPD “PO0 NOT BE AFRAID” (OR “FEAR NOT”)
WERE THE WORDS THAT JESUS SPOKE TO HIS
PISCIPLES. IN THE DAYS THAT WE LIVE IN, THIS IS
THE WORPD THAT WE NEED TO HEAR FROM THE
LORD: “PON’'T BE AFRAID. T AM WITH YOU.”

CHAPTER 43:10, II: “YOU ARE MY WITNESSES, T AM
THE LORD. THERE IS NO SAVIOUR BESIDES ME.”

CHAPTER 43118, 19, 25: “PON’T THINK ABOUT YOUR

PAST LIFE. FORGET THE THINGS THAT ARE BEHIND.

I WILL PO SOMETHING NEW. T WILL MAKE A WAY IN
THE WILPERNESS AND RIVERS IN THE PESERT.
LOOK TO THE FUTURE. PON’T WORRY ABOUT YOUR
PAST FAILURES. I AM THE ONE WHO WIPES OUT

YOUR TRANSGRESSIONS AND T WILL NOT
REMEMBER YOUR SINS ANY MORE.” CHAPTER
44:3: “T'LL POUR WATER ON THE THIRSTY GROUND.
I’LL POUR MY SPIRIT ON YOU AND YOUR CHILDREN
AND MY BLESSING ON YOUR PESCENDPENTS.”

CHAPTER 44:28
TO 45:6 1S A
PROPHECY ABOUT
KING CYRUS.
OVER 100 YEARS
BEFORE CYRUS
WAS EVEN BORN.
WE READ OF THIS
BEING FULFILLED
IN THE BOOK OF
EZRA
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CHAPTER 44:21: IT IS EASY TO FEEL LONELY AND FORGOTTEN WHEN WE ARE FAITHFUL TO THE LORP OR WHEN WE ARE SERVING
HIM IN SOME LONELY PLACE. BUT 60P ASSURES US THAT HE WILL NEVER FORGET US. THIS IS OUR COMFORT. AT TIMES WHEN YOU
THINK THAT YOUR PRAYERS ARE NOT BEING HEARD, REMEMBER THIS PROMISE: “YOU WILL NOT BE FORGOTTEN BY ME.”
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CHAPTER 45:9: “WOE UNTO THE MAN WHO
QUARRELS WITH HIS MAKER. CAN THE cLAY
SAY TO THE POTTER, ‘WHAT ARE YOU POINGZ’
PON'T ARGUE WITH GOP IN THE WAY HE PEALS
WITH YOU. HUMBLE YOURSELF AND ACCEPT
HIS PEALINGS WITH YOU. IF HE TAKES YOU
THROUGH PIFFICULT SITUATIONS, IT IS TO
MOULP YOU INTO A USEFUL VESSEL FOR HIS
GLORY. PON'T COMPLAIN OR GRUMBLE.




W i"mu

\m@ft‘-‘*
f, e

WE FOLLOW THE LORP.

CHAPTER 47:8 1S QUOTED IN REVELATION
18:7 AND REFERS TO BABYLON (FALSE
CHRISTIANITY) SITTING AS A QUEEN AND
SAYING, “I WILL NOT SIT AS A WIDOW.” IT
REFERS TO A COMFORT-LOVING
CHRISTIANITY THAT POES NOT KNOW GOD,
AND THAT POES NOT WALK IN HUMILITY.

s

CHAPTER 45:17: “YOU WILL NOT BE PUT TO SHAME OR

CHAPTER 46:4 - GOP PROMISES, “EVEN TO YOUR OLP AGE T |

L WILL BE THE SAME . EVEN WHEN YOUR HAIRS BECOME GRAY
HUMILIATEPDP TO ALL ETERNITY.” JESUS WAS HUMILIATED, AND q T WILL CARRY YOU. T CREATEPD YOU, T MAPE YOU AND T
WE MAY BE HUMILIATED THAT WAY TOO. BUT FROM THE WILL CARRY YOU. I WILL PELIVER YOU.” 6OP COMPARES
ETERNAL sTANDPOINT, WE WILL NEVER BE PUT TO SHAME, IF HIMSELF WITH IPOLS HERE. IPOLATERS CARRY THEIR 60DS
BUT OUR 60D CARRIES US! DO YOU CARRY YOUR &OP OR

POES YOUR 60P CARRY YOUZ THAT IS THE QUESTION.

us

in the

TIRES

OF

arrliction

Is 48 : ¥

CHAPTER 48:10, |I: “BEHOLD, I HAVE REFINEP YOU, BUT NOT AS SILVER. T
HAVE TESTEPD YOU IN THE FURNACE OF AFFLICTION. FOR MY OWN SAKE T
WILL ACT FOR HOW CAN MY NAME BE PROFANEPDR.” AFFLICTION IS A
TESTING PROCESS MEANT TO TEST OUR FAITHFULNESS. TESTING WILL
NOT BE FOREVER. GOLP, AFTER IT IS PURIFIED IN THE FIRE, IS FINALLY
MAPE INTO A CROWN FOR A KING. ONE PAY GOP WILL TAKE US AND MAKE
US PART OF HIS CROWN. HE POES THIS FOR HIS OWN NAME'S SAKE.
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“I AM THE LORP WHO TEACHES YOU TO PROFIT, WHO
LEAPS YOU IN THE WAY YOU SHOULP &0.

IF ONLY YOU HAP LISTENEP TO MY COMMANPMENTS
AND PAIP ATTENTION TO THEM, YOUR WELL-BEING
WOULP HAVE BEEN LIKE A RIVER, AND YOUR
RIGHTEOUSNESS LIKE THE WAVES OF THE SEA.”
EVERYTHING THAT GOP ASKS US TO PO 1S FOR OUR OWN
PROFIT AND WELL-BEING. AND WHEN THE LORP LEAPS
USs, WE WILL “NOT THIRST EVEN WHEN GOING THROUGH
THE PESERTS. HE WILL MAKE WATER TO FLOW FROM
THE ROCK” (48:21). BUT FOR THE WICKEP THERE WILL
NEVER BE ANY PEACE” (48:22).

—_—A A




—\
CHAPTER 49:2: “HE HAS MAPE MY MOUTH LIKE A
- SHARP SWORP.” WHEN WE SPEAK GODP’S WORPD, IT
CAN AT TIMES BE LIKE A SHARP SWORP

cana (IOThER 650(‘96( rer NURSING

THEN HE SPEAKS OF THE
TEMPTATION TO BE k
PISCOURAGED, “LORD, THAVE | | aak! I haVe
WASTED MY LIFE. T HAVE NOT :
) SPENT MY STRENGTH inseribed
! USEFULLY.” (VERSE 4). A YOU ON The
SERVANT OF THE LORD CAN BE ;
TEMPTED TO BE PISCOUR- PALM of Y
\ AGED FREQUENTLY. PAUL WAS. h a " d
BUT HE NEVER GAVE INTO IT.
THE LORD SAYS, “PON'T WORRY. | 1549%
I AM GOING TO USE YOU. T AM
GOING TO MAKE YOU A LIGHT TO
THE NATIONS” (VERSE &).

is

CHAPTER 49:14, |5: “ZION SAID ‘THE LORP HAS FORGOTTEN ME’. CAN A WOMAN FORGET
HER NURSING CHILD AND HAVE NO COMPASSION ON THE SON OF HER WOMBZ EVEN
THESE MAY FORGET, BUT I WILL NOT FORGET YOU.” WHEN GOP WANTS TO SHOW THAT
HIS LOVE IS GREATER THAN ANY HUMAN LOVE, THE GREATEST EXAMPLE OF HUMAN
LOVE HE FINPS ON EARTH IS THAT OF A MOTHER FOR HER CHILD. HE POESN'T SAY,
“CAN A HUSBAND FORGET HIS WIFEZ" —— BECAUSE HUSBANDS MAY FORGET THEIR

WIVES OFTEN! WIVES WILL FORGET THEIR HUSBANDPS TOO. BUT A MOTHER CAN NEVER
r FORGET HER NEWLY-BORN CHILP. AND HE GOES ON TO SAY THAT EVEN IF A MOTHER
FORGETS, HE WILL NOT FORGET US. THAT PROMISE IS ENOUGH TO COMFORT ANP
J ENCOURAGE US ALL THROUGH OUR EARTHLY LIVES.
!

GOPD THEN SAYS, “I HAVE INSCRIBEP YOU ON
THE PALMS OF MY HANPS” (VERSE 16). THAT
1S A PROPHETIC REFERENCE TO THE HOLES
THAT WOULP REMAIN IN THE PALMS OF
JESUS' HANDPS EVEN AFTER HIS
RESURRECTION. OUR NAMES HAVE BEEN
INSCRIBEPD IN THOSE HOLES!

g — W e i
The LORD hds given Me
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CHAPTER 50:4 |5 A PROPHELCY ABOUT JESUS. IT HE ACCEPTEPD HIS FATHER'S WILL EVEN WHEN THAT INVOLVED ALLOWING OTHER

SAYS HERE THAT JESUS WOULD HAVE A PEOPLE TO SLAP HIM AND HIT HIM AND SPIT ON HIM (VERSES 5, 6). AND WHEN
PISCIPLINED TONGUE WHICH HE WOULP USE TO PEOPLE PIP ALL THIS, JESUS “SET HIS FACE LIKE A FLINT” (VERSE 7), NOT TO
COMFORT WEARY PEOPLE WITH WORDS IN TAKE REVENGE ON THEM OR TO THREATEN THEM BUT TO FORGIVE THEM AND
SEASON. THE TONGUE IS THE MAIN PART OF OUR BLESS THEM. HE KNEW THAT HE WOULP NOT BE ASHAMED BECAUSE THE ONE

BOPY THAT 60D USES AND S0 EVERY SERVANT s WHO VINDICATED HIM WAS ALWAYS NEAR (VERSE 8).EVERY SERVANT OF 6OP CAN
( OF GOP MUST PISCIPLINE ITS USE. WE READ « SAY THESE WORDPS “WHO WILL FIGHT WITH MEZ LET US STAND TOGETHER.” HAVE

HERE THAT JESUS WOULP WAKE UP EVERY [ YOU 60T A CASE AGAINST MEZ DO YOU WANT TO TAKE ME TO COURTZ “THE LORD
MORNING TO LISTEN TO WHAT THE FATHER HAD GOP WILL HELP ME. WHO IS THERE TO ACLCUSE ME ANP CONPEMN MEZ THEY WILL
TO SAY (VERSE 4). ALL WEAR OUT LIKE A GARMENT.” (VERSE 9).
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CHAPTER 50:10: EVEN WHEN YOU FEAR THE LORD, ANP
OBEY THE VOICE OF JESUS HIS SERVANT, THERE COULP
STILL BE TIMES WHEN THE LORP WILL ALLOW YOU TO
GROPE IN THE PARK WITHOUT LIGHT, IN ORPER TO
STRENGTHEN YOUR FAITH. WHAT SHOULP YOU PO AT SUCH
TIMESZ TRUST IN &OP TOTALLY.

CHAPTER 5l:I: “THOSE WHO SEEK THE LORD, THOSE WHO PURSUE
RIGHTEOQUSNESS, LOOK TO THE ROCK FROM WHICH YOU ARE HEWN
ANP THE QUARRY FROM WHICH YOU WERE PUG.” WE SHOULP NEVER

FORGET THE PIT WE WERE IN, WHEN THE LORP FOUNP US -- THE  ~

HOPELESS CONPITION WE WERE IN BEFORE WE WERE SAVEPD. IF WE
REMEMBER THAT, WE WILL NEVER PESPISE OTHER PEOPLE.

CHAPTER 52:5: THE LORD SAYS, “MY NAME |S CONTINUALLY
BLASPHEMED THE WHOLE PAY LONG.” THIS VERSE IS
QUOTEPD IN ROMANS 2:24. THE NAME OF JESUS IS
PISHONOUREP IN MANY PLACES, NOT AS MUCH BY THE
HEATHEN AS IT IS BY THE WAY MOST CHRISTIANS LIVE.

52:7 SAYS ‘YOUR GOPD REIGNS.” ” (VERSE 7). THE GOOP NEWS (S
o NOT JUST THAT JESUS PIEP FOR OUR SINS, BUT ALSO THAT HE
1S NOW REIGNING, HAVING ALL AUTHORITY IN HEAVEN AND ON
EARTH. THAT IS THE FULL 60SPEL WE ARE TO PROCLAIM.

; s )
CHAPTER 5Z:13, |4 TEACH US THAT WHEN JESUS PIEP ON THE r
CROSS HIS FACE WAS SO PISFIGURED BY THE BEATINGS THAT HE
RECEIVED THAT IT PIP NOT LOOK LIKE THE FACE OF A HUMAN
BEING AT ALL. THE PICTURES THAT WE HAVE ALL SEEN OF JESUS
HANGING ON THE CROSS WITH A BEAUTIFUL FACE ARE NOT TRUE.
JESUS WAS THE MOST BEAUTIFUL PERSON THAT EVER WALKED
ON THIS EARTH. BUT WHEN HE HUNG ON THE CROSS, HIS FACE
WAS S0 PISFIGURED THAT IT WAS THE UGLIEST FACE OF ALL.
CHAPTER 53 IS THE CENTRAL CHAPTER OF THIS SECTION OF
ISAIAH ANP 1S THE CHAPTER OF THE CR0OSS. HE WAS NOT
ATTRACTIVE TO MEN WHEN HE HUNG ON THE CROSS. WE READ
THAT “HE HADP NO APPEARANCE THAT WE SHOULPD BE ATTRALTEPDP
TO HIM” (VERSE 2). THE MESSAGE OF THE GOSPEL IS NOT
ATTRACTIVE TO MAN EVEN TOPAY.

)
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CHAPTER 53 |S THE CENTRAL CHAPTER OF THIS SECTION OF ISAIAH AND IS THE CHAPTER OF THE CROSS. THE CHAPTER BEGINS
WITH A QUESTION: “WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR MESSAGEZ"” WHO IN TSRAEL WOULP BELIEVE WHAT ISAIAH PROPHESIED THAT THE
MESSIAH WOULP COME, NOT WITH POWER, BUT AS A PESPISEP PERSON, AS A ROOT OUT OF A PRY GROUND?Z “HE GREW UP
BEFORE HIS FATHER” (VERSE Z). THE SECRET OF JESUS’ LIFE WAS THAT HE PIP NOT LIVE BEFORE THE FACE OF MEN BUT BEFORE
THE FACE OF HIS FATHER. HE WAS NOT ATTRACTIVE TO MEN WHEN HE HUNG ON THE CROSS. WE REAP THAT “HE HAP NO

APPEARANCE THAT WE SHOULPD BE ATTRACTEPD TO HIM” (VERSE Z). THE MESSAGE OF THE GOSPEL IS NOT ATTRACTIVE TO MAN
EVEN TOPAY. CHRIST WAS NOT ACCEPTED BY THE WORLPD IN THE FIRST CENTURY; AND HE 1S NOT ACCEPTEP BY THE WORLPD IN THE ;
TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY EITHER. THE CHRIST THAT SOME CLAIM TO APPRECIATE TODAY 1S A FALSE CHRIST, AND NOT THE REAL

ONE WHO SPOKE AGAINST SIN, AGAINST THE LOVE OF MONEY, AND TAUGHT PEQPLE TO LOVE EVEN THEIR ENEMIES. THE REAL

CHRIST IS PESPISED, FORSAKEN AND REJECTEP EVEN TOPAY.

=

| AND IF YOU FOLLOW THE REAL CHRIST, T ASSURE YOU THAT YOU WILL Face THe SAME REJELTION BY THE WORLD THAT HE FACED. /{
YOU WILL BE PESPISEP EVEN BY MUCH OF CHRISTENPOM, JUST AS JESUS WAS BY MOST OF THE RELIGIOUS PEOPLE OF HIS DAY.
IT WAS NOT THE GREEKS AND ROMANS WHO PESPISED JESUS ANP REJECTEPD HIM, BUT THE PHARISEES (THE

FUNPAMENTALISTS OF HIS DAY). WHO HAS A HEART TO ACCEPT THE WORD OF THE CROSS -- EVEN TODAY 2 WE CAN BE
EXCITED WHEN WE HEAR THE WONPERFUL PROMISES OF BLESSING THAT ARE FOUND IN THE SCRIPTURES. BUT THE WORD OF THE
CROSS comMes ALONG WITH THE PROMISES IN THE SAME PACKAGE. YOU CANNOT HAVE ONE WITHOUT THE OTHER. ONE REASON /\

{

FOR THE SHALLOWNESS IN THE LIVES OF MANY CHRISTIANS TOPAY IS THAT THEY HAVE TRIEDP TO CLAIM THE PROMISES WITHOUT
TAKING UP THEIR CROSS.

NOTICE THAT IT SAYS THREE TIMES IN VERSE 7 THAT JESUS WAS SILENT. “HE PIP NOT OPEN HIS MOUTH. HE WAS SILENT. HE PIP NOT
OPEN HIS MOUTH.” AS BELIEVERS, WE MUST KNOW HOW TO OPEN OUR MOUTHS WIPE ANP SHOUT TO THE LORP AT TIMES WHEN WE

PRAISE AND THANK HIM. WE MUST ALSO KNOW HOW TO KEEP 0UR MouTHS SHUT WHeEN We ARE INSULTED, CRITICISED AND
SLANPEREP. JESUS KNEW HOW TO PRAISE HIS FATHER AND HE ALSO KNEW HOW TO BE SILENT. UNFORTUNATELY, IT IS THE OTHER
WAY ROUNP WITH MANY CHRISTIANS. THEY ARE SILENT WHEN IT COMES TO SHOUTING &0P’'S PRAISES IN THE MEETINGS; BUT THEY
PO KNOW HOW TO SHOUT ANDP PEFEND THEMSELVES WHEN SOMEONE ACCUSES THEM OR HURTS THEM. BUT THAT IS THE
CHARACTERISTIC OF AN UPSIPE-POWN WORLD, AND CHRISTIANS MUST BE PIFFERENT.
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CHAPTER 54:13 IS A PROMISE FOR OUR
CHILPREN: “ALL YOUR SONS WILL
BECOME PISCIPLES OF THE LORD
(PISCIPLED BY THE LORP), AND THE
WELL-BEING OF YOUR SONS WILL BE
GREAT.” THE LORP GAVE THIS PROMISE
TO MY WIFE AND TO ME SEPARATELY, IN
JUNE 1968, BEFORE WE HAD ANY
CHILPREN -- ANP WE HAVE CLAIMEPD IT
FOR ALL FOUR OF OUR SONS ANP SEEN
IT FULFILLED.

THIS IS A WONPERFUL PROMISE FOR
ALL PARENTS ANP I WANT TO
ENCOURAGE ALL PARENTS TO CLAIM IT
IN JESUS’ NAME, SAYING, “LORD, T

waNT ALL MY CHILDREN TO BECOME

DISCIPLES OF THE LORD AND THEIR
SPIRITUAL WELL-BEING TO BE
GREAT.” THAT POES NOT MEAN THAT
YOUR CHILDREN WILL NEVER BECOME
SICK, OR THAT YOUR CHILDREN WILL
NEVER HAVE THE STRUGEGLES THAT
MANY TEENAGERS OFTEN 60 \
THROUGH. BUT IT POES MEAN THAT
THEY WILL FINALLY COME THROUGH
TO THE LORD. ELAIM IT AND PON’T
GIVE UPR,

W

ellbeing of your

PERFC m— C ——— it

[IN 55:1, WE REAP AN INVITATION: “EVERYONE WHO THIRSTS, COME TO THe
WATERS; AND YOU WHO HAVE NO MONEY COME ... BUY WITHOUT MONEY |
AND WITHOUT COST.” THIS IS AN INVITATION TO ACCEPT THE MESSAGE

OF THE GOSPEL. THE GOSPEL MUST ALWAYS BE OFFERED “WITHOUT
CHARGE", AS WE REAPD IN | CORINTHIANS 9:(8. IT IS A GREAT SHAME
THAT 80 MANY EVANGELISTS TAKE OFFERINGS IN PUBLIC GOSPEL
MEETINGS BEFORE PREACHING THE GOSPEL.

CHAPTER 54:15, |7: “IF ANYONE COMES TO FIGHT YOU, HE WILL BE ROUTEP FOR I AM ON YOUR SIPE. NO WEAPON TURNED
AGAINST YOU SHALL SUCCEEP. AND YOU WILL HAVE JUSTICE AGAINST EVERY COURTRIOOM LIE. THIS IS THE HERITAGE OF THE
SERVANTS OF THE LORP. THIS IS THE BLESSING T HAVE GIVEN YOU.” (LIVING). THESE WONPERFUL PROMISES ARE FOR ALL WHO

SERVE THE LORPD. I PRAISE THE LORDP THAT FOR MORE THAN 50 YEARS I HAVE EXPERIENCED THE FULFILMENT OF THESE
PROMISES. EVERY EVIL THING THAT OTHERS HAVE SOUGHT TO PO AGAINST ME HAS ONLY WORKEP FOR MY 600D, TO MAKE ME

MORE LIKE CHRIST. JESUS WAS FALSELY ACCUSED -- ANP S0 WERE PETER AND PAUL. IF YOU FOLLOW THE LORPD
WHOLEHEARTEPLY, YOU TOO WILL FACE SUCH FALSE ACCUSATIONS FROM THOSE WHO ARE CONVICTED BY YOUR MESSAGE AND
FROM THOSE WHO ARE JEALOUS OF YOUR MINISTRY. MANY MAY BELIEVE THEIR ACCUSATIONS. LET THEM PO $0. PON'T BE
PISTURBEPD. &OP WILL SHUT THEIR MOUTHS ONE DAY ANP VINPICATE YOU. “THEIR VINPICATION |S FROM ME,” SAYS THE LORPD. YOU
PON’'T HAVE TO PEFENP YOURSELF. 6OP HIMSELF WILL PEFENPD YOU.
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IN VERSES 8, 9 THE LORP SAYS, ‘MY
THOUGHTS ARE NOT YOUR THOUGHTS NOR
ARE YOUR WAYS MY WAYS,’ PECLARES THE
LORPD. AS THE HEAVENS ARE HIGHER THAN

THE EARTH, SO0 ARE MY WAYS HIGHER THAN
YOUR WAYS.” THIS TEACHES US THAT OUR N
HUMAN WAY OF THINKING IS EARTHLY AND
WE HAVE TO LEARN &OP’S WAYS FROM HIM
THROUGH HIS WORD, IF WE ARE TO SERVE
HIM EFFECTIVELY.

VERSE II: “MY WORP WHICH GOES FORTH FROM MY MOUTH WILL NOT RETURN EMPTY.” AFTER OUR
WAY OF THINKING HAS BEEN RENEWED AND ALIGNED WITH GOP’S WAY, THEN WE CAN SPEAK FORTH

HIS WORP -- AND THAT WORP WILL NEVER RETURN EMPTY. WE MUST NEVER PREACH OUR OWN IPEAS
OR THE TEACHINGS OF PSYCHOLOGY -— AS MANY ARE POING IN CHRISTENPOM TOPAY. OUR MESSAGES
Ehan Ehe ] MUST BE ROOTEP IN THE BIBLE, S0 THAT THE FAITH OF PEOPLE CAN REST ON THE WORP OF GOP AND
NOT IN HUMAN REASONING. IN ALL MY SPOKEN ANP WRITTEN MINISTRY THROUGH THESE MANY
YEARS, T HAVE ALWAYS SPOKEN AND WRITTEN FROM THE BIBLE ALONE -- BECAUSE GOP’'S WORP IS
MORE RELIABLE THAN MY WORPD. BE A MAN OF THE WORP IN YOUR PREACHING.
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e 3 VERSE 7 WAS
: QUOTED BY JESUS IN
MARK (117, “MY
HOUSE SHOULP BE
CALLED A HOUSE OF
PRAYER FOR ALL
peopLE.”

¥

MANY PREACHERS
HAVE TURNEPD THE
CHURCH INTO A
PLACE TO MAKE

MONEY ror

THEMSELVES -- JUST
!,*LIKE THE SELLERS OF
SHEEP ANP POVES IN
THE TEMPLE, IN
JESUS’ TIME. AND
THE LORD WILL TURN
THEM OUT ONE PAY.
THE CHURCH IS A
HOUSE OF PRAYER

ano NOT avpLace

OF BUSINESS.

IN VERSES 10 ANP Il, 60D SAYS THAT HIS
SERVANTS HAVE BECOME BLINP (WITHOUT
I\ SPIRITUAL PISCERNMENT) AND PUMB -- LIKE
YO ' m WATCHPOGS THAT DO NOT BARK EVEN WHEN
ﬁ[ 1] [ | I THIEF COMES. THE SHEPHERDS OF 60D'S
- %; / %"’ " il PeopLe HAVE BECOME GREEPY For MONeY
1 /NP SEEK THEIR OWN AT EVERY TURN. WHAT A
PICTURE OF THE PATHETIC STATE OF AFFAIRS
IN MUCH OF CHRISTENPOM TOPAY!
N




CHAPTER 57:1: “THE RIGHTEOUS MAN PERISHES AND NO MAN TAKES IT TO HEART.” 6OPLY PEOPLE ARE BECOMING SCARCE
IN THe WorLD TOPAY. BUT HARDLY ANYONE SEEMS TO BE CONCERNEP ABOUT IT. THE GREATEST NEEP OF THE HOUR IS FOR

GENUINELY copLy men.

Z VAN

VERSE [9:
“PEACE, PEACE,
TO HIM WHO 1S
FAR ANP TO HIM
WHO IS NEAR.”
THIS 1S QUOTEP
IN EPHESIANS
2:17 AS A
PROPHETIC
REFERENCE TO
THE FACT THAT
JEWS AND
GENTILES WOULP
BE BROUGHT
TOGETHER IN
ONE BOPY BY

CHRIST.

VERSE [5: HERE GOP SAYS THAT THERE ARE ONLY TWO PLACES WHERE
HE LIVES: IN HEAVEN AND IN THE HEART OF A HUMBLE, LOWLY PERSON.
WE CAN HAVE THE PRIVILEGE OF THE CREATOR OF THE UNIVERSE
LIVING IN OQUR HEARTS, IF WEe ARE HUMBLE AND LOWLY.

e wicked are Zﬂee thej W@ seo;

| VERSES 20, ZI: “THE WICKEP ARE LIKE THE TOSSING SEA THAT CHAPTER 58 SPEAKS ABOUT THE RIGHT WAY TO FAST. 60P
]
TOSSES UP MUP (FROM THE BOTTOM). THERE IS NO PEACE FOR THE SAYS THAT TRUE FASTING IS NOT A RITUAL BUT SOMETHING
WICKED.” WICKED PEOPLE NEVER SEEK FOR PEACE IN THAT SHOULD LEAD TO OUR SHARING OUR BREAD WITH THE
RELATIONSHIPS BUT ALWAYS BRING UP OLP MATTERS THAT WERE HUNGRY, CARING FOR THE POOR AND NAKED, PUTTING AN ENP

TO POINTING FINGERS AT OTHERS (ACLCUSING THEM), AND

BURIEP IN THE PAST TO PISTURB THE RELATIONSHIP. THIS IS OFTEN
GIVING OURSELVES FOR OTHERS (SERVING THEM).

THE CASE WITH WICKEP HUSBANPS AND WIVES.
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CHAPTER 59 VERSE 19 (KJV): “WHEN THE ENEMY COMES
IN LIKE A FLOOP, THE SPIRIT OF THE LORP WILL LIFT UP A
STANPARP AGAINST HIM.” GOP WANTS THE CHURCH TO BE
LIKE A BANNER THAT ALWAYS STANDPS AGAINST SATAN IN
SPIRITUAL WARFARE.

CHAPTER 62:3, 4 CONTINUE TO SPEAK OF THE
BRIPAL RELATIONSHIP THAT WE HAVE WITH OUR
LORP. IN VERSES 6, 7, THOSE WHO ARE CALLED

TO BE WATCHMEN ON THE WALLS OF
JERUSALEM (THE CHURCH) ARE URGEPD TO KEEP
ON WARNING AND EXHORTING &OP’'S PEQPLE.

HIMSELF WILL BE OUR LIGHT ANP OUR &0P WILL BE OUR GLORY”

CHAPTER 60:I: "ARISE, SHINE, FOR YOUR LIGHT IS COME ANP
THE GLORY OF THE LORP HAS RISEN UPON YOU.” THIS IS A
PROPHETIC REFERENCE TO THE GLORY OF GOP THAT we CAN
1 HAVE IN OUR LIVES IN THIS NEW-COVENANT AGE. “THE LORP
|
{
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CHAPTER 6l:1, Z: THESE VERSES ARE A PROPHETIC REFERENCE. THIS IS
THE PASSAGE OF SCRIPTURE THAT JESUS TURNED TO WHEN HE PREACHEPD
HIS FIRST SERMON IN THE SYNAGOGUE IN NAZARETH. NOTICE THAT JESUS
STOPPED WITH PROCLAIMING “THE FAVOURABLE YEAR OF THE LORP” NOTICE
ALSO THE PROPORTION OF &OP’S FAVOUR IN RELATION TO HIS JUPGEMENT. IT
IS A WHOLE YEAR OF FAVOUR AS OPPOSEPD TO JUST A SINGLE pAY OF
JUPGEMENT. THAT IS A PROPORTION OF 365:| IN FAVOUR OF GRACE.

CHAPTER 63:8 6 9
SPEAK OF OUR
SAVIOUR BEING

YAFFLICTEP IN ALL

OUR AFFLICTIONS”

AND OF HOW “He
SAVES US BY HIS
PRESENCE.” BUT

THEN IT 60ES ON TO

WARN U$S IN VERSE 10
OF THOSE WHO
REBELLEP AGAINST
AND GRIEVEP HIS
HOLY SPIRIT, 50 THAT
THE SPIRIT TURNED
AROUND ANP BECAME
THEIR ENEMY! THAT
1S A WARNING FOR
ALL OF US TO LIVE IN
FEAR. THE SPIRIT
SEEKS TO LEAP US
INTO A LIFE OF REST
AS He LED THE
ISRAELITES INTO

CANAAN (VERSE |4),
BUT wWe MUST
RESPONP TO HIS

caLL.

i
/

|
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INI Cb&;?INR‘I'HIANS, IT IS WRITTEN THAT GOP HAS
PREPARED WONPERFUL THINGS FOR THOSE WHO
LOVE HIM, WHEREAS IN ISAIAH IT IS WRITTEN
THAT HE HAS PREPARED THESE THINGS FOR v ‘
THOSE WHO WAIT FOR HIM. FROM THIS wWE > 1 \ ,

LEARN THAT THOSE WHO LOVE HIM WILL - R .
ALWAYS WAIT FOR HIM. WE LEARN MANY VERSE 5: “YOU MEET HIM WHO REJIICES IN POING RIGHTEOUSNESS”. 6OP LOVES

THINGS WHEN WE COMPARE SCRIPTURE WITH TO MEET WITH THOSE WHO NOT ONLY PO RIGHTEOUSNESS BUT WHO REJOICE IN
SCRIPTURE. THIS PASSAGE 15 NOT REFERRING POING IT. BUT THEN IT REMINDPS US IN VERSE 6 THAT “ALL OUR RIGHTEQUS PEEDPS
TO WHAT 60D HAS PREPARED FOR HIS PEOPLE ARE LIKE A FILTHY GARMENT.” S0 OUR BEST PEEDPS ARE LIKE THE FILTHIEST
IN HEAVEN, BUT RATHER TO THE WONDERFUL RAGS IMAGINABLE IN GOP’S EYES, FOR HE IS S0 UTTERLY HOLY. WE MAY CALL
BLESSINGS OF THE NEW COVENANT THAT HE SOME PEOPLE 600D, BUT NO-ONE IS TRULY GOOP IN &0P’S EYES. ONLY GOP
HAS PREPARED FOR HIS PEOPLE RIGHT NOW. HIMSELF 1S TRULY 600D (MARK 10:18). CHRIST'S RIGHTEOUSNESS MUST
THEREFORE CLOTHE A PERSON IF HE IS TO BE ACCEPTEP BY 60P.

Oty g, Wiy W{}:@

GOP LOOKS WITH FAVOUR ONLY AT
THOSE WHO ARE BROKEN AND HUMBLE
IN THEIR SPIRITS ANDP WHO TREMBLE
AT EVERY COMMANP IN HIS WORP

60D 1S MORE EAGER TO
HEAR US ANP TO

ANSWER OUR PRAYERS

THAN WeE ARE TO HEAR.

CHAPTER 65:5: HERE GOD EXPRESSES HIS PISGUST WITH
THOSE WHO ARE SELF-RIGHTEOUS. SUCH PEOPLE ARE AS
PETESTABLE TO 60D AS SMOKE GOING INTO ONE’S NOSE.

IN VERSE I3, GOP FURTHER ENCOURAGES SUCH
PEOPLE BY SAYING THAT HE WILL COMFORT
THEM “AS A MOTHER COMFORTS HER
CHILDREN.”

FINALLY IN VERSES 22--24, WE READ OF THE
NEW HeEAVENS AND THE NEW EARTH THAT WILL
BE ESTABLISHED WHEN THE LORD RETURNS.
THOSE WHO ARE ABRAHAM'S SPIRITUAL SEED
WILL HAVE ETERNAL LIFE, WHILE OTHERS WILL
BURN IN HELL WITH A FIRE THAT WILL NEVER
BE QUENCHEPD.

INDEED ISAIAH IS A WONPERFUL NEW
COVENANT BOOK IN THE OLD TESTAMENT.




