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HAGGAI HAD A TREMENDPOUS BURPEN THAT THE TEMPLE SHOULD BE BUILT. FOR MORE THAN /5 YEARS AFTER THE JEWS
RETURNEP FROM BABYLON TO JERUSALEM, THE TEMPLE OF THE LORP HAP NOT BEEN REBUILT, BECAUSE THE JEWS WERE
AFRAIP OF OPPOSITION FROM THE PEOPLE WHO LIVED AROUNP THEM. SO 60D SENT TWO PROPHETS TO THEM -- HAGGAI (AN
OLPER MAN) AND ZECHARIAH (A YOUNG MAN) -- TO ENCOURAGE THE JEWS TO START REBUILPING THE TEMPLE. THE PEOPLE
KEPT ON SAYING “THE TIME HAS NOT YET COME TO REBUILP THE LORDP’'S HOUSE” . THE LORP REBUKEP THEM SAYING, “YOU
FEEL THE TIME IS RIGHT TO BUILD YOUR OWN LUXURIOUS HOUSES, WHILE MY HOUSE REMAINS IN RUINS” (I:4).
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THERE ARE MILLIONS OF CHRISTIANS LIKE THAT TOPAY WHO SEEK THEIR
OWN INTERESTS. THEY WOULD BE GRAVELY CONCERNEPD IF THEIR OWN
PROPERTY WAS ENCROACHEP UPON BY A NEIGHBOUR, BUT THEY ARE NOT
ONE BIT CONCERNEP WHEN THE LORP’S PROPERTY IS ENCROACHED
UPON BY SATAN. JESUS TOLP US THAT IF WE SOUGHT THE KINGPOM OF
6O0P AND HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS FIRST, EVERYTHING NECESSARY FOR
OUR LIFE ON EARTH WOULP BE APPEP TO US.

THE PERSIAN KING HAP ONLY ORPEREPD
THAT THE CITY OF JERUSALEM WAS NOT
TO BE REBUILT (EZRA 4:2(). HE NEVER
FORBAPE THE BUILPING OF THE TEMPLE.
BUT THE JEWS IN JERUSALEM USEPD HIS

WORPS TO0 JUSTIFY THEIR SELFISHNESS IF WE TAKE CARE OF GOP’S FAMILY, HE WILL TAKE CARE OF OURS.
AND LAZINESS



WE CAN APPLY THE QUESTIONS IN [:5, & TO OURSELVES LIKE THIS: THE LORP CHALLENGES US SAYING, “CONSIPER HOW
THINGS HAVE BEEN GOING IN YOUR LIFE. HAS THERE BEEN SPIRITUAL FRUITFULNESSZ YOU HAVE PLANTEP MUCH, BUT
HAVE HARVESTEPD LITTLE. YOU HAVE GONE TO MANY MEETINGS, REAP MANY CHRISTIAN BOOKS AND LISTENEDP TO MANY
CHRISTIAN SERMONS, BUT IS YOUR HOME A 6OPLY HOME AND A HOME OF PEACE TOPAY 2 IF NOT, THEN ALTHOUGH YOU
HAVE SOWN MUCH, YOU HAVE HARVESTEPD LITTLE. YOU WEAR CLOTHING, BUT YOU ARE STILL NOT WARM. YOU EARN SO
MUCH MONEY. BUT THERE ARE HOLES IN YOUR POCKET AND SO MOST OF IT IS WASTEP. YOU ASK GOP TO FILL YOU WITH THE
SPIRIT. BUT YOU LEAK, AND S0 ALL THE POWER GOES OUT. SOMETHING IS WRONG.”

IN 17, 8, HAGGAI URGES THEM TO COMPLETE THE BUILPING. THE
FOUNPATION HAD BEEN LAIP MANY YEARS EARLIER. BUT THEY
STOPPEP THERE. JESUS SPOKE A PARABLE ABOUT A MAN WHO

LAIP ONLY A FOUNPATION ANP THEN PIP NOT COMPLETE THE

WHO WILL POUR WATER INTO A VESSEL THAT HAS BUILPING (LUKE 14:28--30). THAT PARABLE COMES RIGHT IN THE
HOLES IN ITZ2 MANY BELIEVERS WHO COME TO GOP MIPPLE OF A SECTION ON BEING HIS PISCIPLE. WHAT JESUS WAS
ASKING TO BE FILLEP WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT, ARE IMPLYING WAS THAT EVANGELISM WITHOUT PISCIPLE-MAKING
VESSELS FULL OF HOLES. 60D SAYS, “CLOSE UP WAS LIKE LAYING A FOUNPATION ANP NOT COMPLETING THe

THE HOLES FIRST.” 60D IS EAGER TO FILL YOU BUILPING. HEBREWS 6:1--3 WARNS US OF SUCH FOOLISHNESS. THE

WITH HIS HOLY SPIRIT. BUT THERE ARE THINGS IN WRITER SAYS THAT WE MUST FOLLOW JESUS ANP PRESS ON TO

YOUR LIFE THAT NEED TO BE SET RIGHT FIRST. PERFECTION -- THAT IS BUILPING THE HOUSE.

WHAT IS THE PIFFERENCE BETWEEN A CONGREGATION AND THE HOUSE OF
G0P2 IF YOU CUT OUT 50,000 STONES FROM A QUARRY ANP BRING THEM
TO THE BUILPING SITE, THAT IS EVANGELISM. THESE STONES SYMBOLISE
PEOPLE WHO ARE BORN AGAIN. BUT THEY ARE NOT A BUILPING AS YET.
THESE STONES MUST NOW BE BUILT UP, BEING PLACEP NEXT TO EACH
OTHER, IF THEY ARE TO BE AN EXPRESSION OF CHRIST'S BOPY.
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MANY CHURCHES TOPAY ARE MERE CONGREGATIONS, WHERE ONE MAN (THE PASTOR), LIKE A WATCHMAN, HAS TO ENSURE
THAT NO-ONE STEALS HIS “STONES”. WHEN ONE OF HIS "STONES” PECIPES ONE PAY TO JOIN ANOTHER CHURCH WHERE HE
CAN RECEIVE MORE SPIRITUAL HELP, THE WATCHMAN WILL COMPLAIN THAT OTHERS ARE STEALING “HIS STONES”! BUT IF
HE HAP BUILT THAT STONE INTO A BUILPING, T WOULP HAVE BEEN IMPOSSIBLE FOR ANYONE TO STEAL IT. IF YOU BUILP
THE BOPY OF CHRIST, YOU WON’'T HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT OTHERS STEALING YOUR MEMBERS. WHEN STONES ARE BUILT
TOGETHER AND CEMENTEP, WITH STONES ON TOP OF THEM, UNPER THEM, AND TO THEIR SIPE, WHO CAN STEAL THEM?Z

NOTICE THE STRONG REBUKE THE LORPD GIVES IN [:9--
Il. THERE IS A GREAT NEEP IN OUR CHURCHES FOR
PREACHERS WHO KNOW HOW TO SPEAK A WORP OF

WHEN ZERUBBABEL AND JOSHUA THE HIGH PRIEST HEARD REBUKE IN LOVE. THERE IS PLENTY OF PREACHING
THIS PROPHECY, THEY RESPONPEP TO HAGGAI'S MESSAGE NOWAPAYS, BUT VERY LITTLE REBUKE AND
IMMEPIATELY ANP SAID, “WE WILL START BUILPING &OP’S HOUSE CORRECTION. WHEN &OD ALLOWS DEFEAT OR
STRAIGHTAWAY.” OR SYMBOLICALLY, *WE WILL NOT ENGAGE IN CONSTANT FAILURE IN YOUR LIFE, YOU NEED TO STOP
MERE EVANGELISM HENCEFORTH. WE WILL MAKE PISCIPLES AND LISTEN TO WHAT HE IS TRYING TO TELL You.
AS WELL. WE WILL BUILD CHRIST’S BOPY AND NOT A ONE-MAN ASK YOURSELF, “WHY IS THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT
CHURCH.” MISSING IN MY LIFEZ WHY IS MY FAMILY-LIFE IN A
THE CHURCH 1S TO BE LIKE A FUNCTIONING BOPY -- AND NOT MESSZ WHY IS THERE NO RAIN FROM HEAVENZ WHY
A PILE OF BOPY PARTS, AS FOUND IN ANATOMY LABORATORIES 1S THERE A PRYNESS IN MY LIFEZ” (I:9-=I1). IT MAY
-- WHERE THEY HAVE MANY HANDS, LEGS, EYES AND EARS BE BECAUSE YOU ARE MORE CONCERNED ABOUT
LYING AROUND, BUT NONE OF THEM CONNECTEP WITH EACH EARTHLY MATTERS AND YOUR BANK ACCOUNT THAN

OTHER BY LIFE. AND S0 THEY CANNOT FUNCTION TOGETHER. ABOUT YOUR WALK WITH THE LORPD!




HAGGAI POESN'T TELL US HOW &0P
CRUSHEP HIM IN HIS YOUNGER PAYS AND
BROKE HIM OR WHAT PEEP TRIALS HE HAD TO
60 THROUGH. EVERY SERVANT OF GOD, WHOM
GOPD HAS EVER USEP HAS HADP A PRIVATE

STHEN HAGGAI, THE LORD’'S MESSENGER, GAVE THE PEOPLE THE LORD'S HISTORY OF 60P’S DEALINGS WITH HIM,
MESSAGE” (I113). HAGGAI WAS FIRST THE LORP’S MESSENGER, AND WHERE HE WAS BROKEN, CRUSHED,
THEN HE GAVE PEOPLE THE LORD'S MESSAGE. YOU CAN LISTEN TO AN HUMBLED AND TAKEN THROUGH LOSS OF

ANOINTEP MESSAGE ONLINE AND REPEAT THAT -— AND THAT MAY BE THE MONEY AND REPUTATION ETC. ONLY THUS
LORD'S MESSAGE. BUT HAGGAI WAS FIRST THE LORD'S MESSENGER. POES ONE BECOME THE LORD'S MESSENGER.
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THERE IS A PIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE LORP’'S MESSENGER GIVING THE LORD’'S MESSAGE AND SOMEONE ELSE GIVING THE
SAME MESSAGE. THERE WILL BE AN ANOINTING OF GOP IN THE FIRST CASE WHICH WILL BE ABSENT IN THE SECONP —-
BECAUSE THE ANOINTING COMES ON THE MESSENGER PRIMARILY, NOT ON THE MESSAGE. THE HOLY SPIRIT COMES ON PEOPLE.

“THE LORP SPARKED THE ENTHUSIASM OF ZERUBBABEL, JOSHUA AND THE WHOLE REMNANT OF GOP’S PEOPLE AND THEY
CAME AND BEGAN THE WORK ON THE HOUSE OF THE LORP” (I:14). THAT PROVEDP THAT THERE WAS AN ANOINTING ON THE
MESSAGE. TO THOSE WHO PREACH THE WORD, T WOULPD SAY, “PON’T BE SATISFIEP UNTIL YOUR PREACHING STIRS PEOPLE
TO ACT.” HERE WE SEE THAT WITHIN 23 PAYS THINGS BEGAN TO HAPPEN THAT HAP NOT HAPPENEPD FOR 6 YEARS (I:, I5).



THE LORD ASKS THE OLPER PEOPLE AMONG THE JEWS, “IS THERE ANYONE WHO CAN REMEMBER THIS HOUSE -- THE
TEMPLE —- AS IT WAS BEFOREZ IN COMPARISON, HOW POES IT LOOK TO YOU NOW?Z IT MUST SEEM LIKE NOTHING AT ALL!
(2:3). THIS NEW TEMPLE COULP NOT POSSIBLY MATCH THE GLORY OF THE ONE THAT SOLOMON BUILT. BUT THE LORP
SAID, “TAKE COURAGE AND WORK -- FOR I AM WITH YOU”

AND THEN THE LORP SAIP “THE 'PESIRE OF ALL NATIONS’ SHALL COME -- AND (THEN) THE GLORY OF THIS LATTER HOUSE
SHALL BE GREATER THAN OF THE FORMER” (2:7--9 - KuJV). THE “PESIRE OF ALL NATIONS” REFERS TO THE LORP JESUS. HE
WAS THE BRIGHTNESS OF 60P’'S GLORY AND WHEN HE ENTERED THIS NEW TEMPLE (500 YEARS LATER), THEN THE GLORY
OF THIS LATTER TEMPLE WOULP BE GREATER THAN ANYTHING IN SOLOMON’S TEMPLE. THE NEW COVENANT CHURCH POES
NOT HAVE ANY EXTERNAL GLORY, BUT IT HAS SOMETHING FAR BETTER -- AN INNER GLORY THAT IS ETERNAL!



THEY NEEPED A LOT OF MONEY TO REBUILD THE TEMPLE. THE LORP KNEW THAT, AND SO HE SAYS, “THE SILVER IS MINE, THE
GOLP 1S MINE” (2:8). 6OP HIMSELF WOULP PROVIDE ALL THE MONEY THEY NEEPED. JESUS NEEPED MONEY TO LIVE. HE HAP
TO TAKE CARE OF HIS OWN EXPENSES AS WELL AS THAT OF HIS IZ APOSTLES AND THEIR PEPENPENT FAMILIES. GOD KNEW
THAT, AND S0 HE ARRANGEP FOR SOME RICH FAMILIES TO GIVE MONEY TO JESUS FOR HIS WORK (LUKE 8:2, 3).JESUS
RECEIVED THEIR GIFTS, BUT HE NEVER ASKEP ANYONE FOR MONEY OR MAPE HIS FINANCIAL NEEPS KNOWN TO ANYONE.

WHENEVER ANY PROPHET SPOKE ABOUT BUILPING GOP’S HOUSE, THE VERY NEXT THING HE SPOKE ABOUT ALWAYS WAS
HOLINESS. YOU CANNOT BUILP THE HOUSE OF GOD, IF YOU PO NOT EMPHASISE HOLINESS. HOLINESS CANNOT BE TRANSMITTED
FROM ONE TO ANOTHER, BUT SIN CAN. IN A HOSPITAL'S OPERATING THEATRE, THE EQUIPMENT S ALL STERILISEP AND FREE
FROM GERMS. IF YOU TAKE ONE OF THOSE STERILISEP KNIVES AND TOUCH A PIRTY CLOTH WITH IT, WILL THAT CLOTH BECOME
STERILISEP AND FREE FROM GERMSZ NQ. ON THE OTHER HAND, IF YOU REVERSE THE PROCESS AND TAKE THE PIRTY CLOTH
AND TOUCH THAT STERILE KNIFE WITH IT, THAT KNIFE WILL IMMEPIATELY BECOME INFECTEP WITH THE GERMS ON THE CLOTH.

THEN THE LORP WENT ON TO SAY,
“THEREFORE WHATEVER YOU
OFFER |S PEFILEP” (2:14). EVEN
IF THE OFFERING ITSELF WAS
CEREMONIALLY PURE, THEIR
HANDS WERE PEFILED BY SIN,
AND S0 THEIR OFFERINGS WERE
PEFILEP TOO. PEOPLE MAY BE
IMPRESSEP BY OUR PRAYER; BUT
GOP REJECTS IT, BECAUSE
THERE WAS “sSIN IN OUR HOLY
ACTIVITY” (EXOPUS 28:38).

THE LORP THEN URGEP THE PEOPLE TO SET
RIGHT THEIR SINS AND CONCLUPEPD WITH THIS
PROMISE, “FROM THIS PAY ONWARP I WILL BLESS
YoUu” (2:19). He PESIRES TO BLESS US. IT IS
ONLY OUR SIN THAT ROBS US OF THAT BLESSING.



THE FIRST MESSAGE WAS ABOUT COMPLETING
THE TEMPLE. THE SECOND WAS ABOUT THE
GLORY OF THE TEMPLE. THE THIRP MESSAGE
WAS ABOUT HOLINESS AND SIN. THE FINAL
MESSAGE WAS A PERSONAL ONE FOR
ZERUBBABEL “1I WILL OVERTHROW ROYAL
THRONES AND OVERTURN THEIR CHARIOTS AND
CHARIOTEERS. BUT WHEN THIS HAPPENS, T WILL
HONOR YOU, MY SERVANT. I WILL TREAT YOU
LIKE A SIGNET RING ON MY FINGER, FOR T HAVE
SPECIALLY CHOSEN YOU” (2:22, 23). THE RING
HERE SYMBOLISES THE ANOINTING OF THE
HOLY SPIRIT. WHEN THE PROPIGAL SON CAME
BACK, THE FATHER PUT A RING ON HIS FINGER
-- A PICTURE OF GOP ANOINTING REPENTANT
SINNERS WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT.
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HAGGAI WAS A REAL PROPHET. HE EXALTEP ZERUBBABEL AND HIP HIMSELF. HE SAID, “ZERUBBABEL, YOU ARE
GOING TO LEADP THESE PEOPLE IN BUILPING GOP’S HOUSE. THE RING WILL BE ON YOUR FINGER. MY MINISTRY wAS
JUST TO ENCOURAGE THESE PEOPLE AND THEN TO PISAPPEAR.” TRUE PROPHETS NEVER 60T ANY HONOUR FROM
MEN. KINGS LIKE PAVID GOT HONOUR. AND GOVERNORS LIKE ZERUBBABEL 60T HONOUR. BUT THE PROPHETS
FULFILLED THEIR MINISTRY AND PISAPPEARED. THEIR HONOUR WILL COME TO THEM WHEN CHRIST RETURNS. BE A
SERVANT OF 60D WHO PROCLAIMS HIS WORDS AND SEEKS NO HONOUR FROM CHRISTENPOM OR FROM ANYONE
ON THIS EARTH. ENCOURAGE OTHERS, PUSH THEM FORWARD. LET THEM BE THE LEAPERS AND THE ELPERS. AS FOR
YOU, PROCLAIM GOP’S WORP ANP THEN HIPE YOURSELF. JESUS HAS GIVEN US A WONPERFUL EXAMPLE IN THIS
AREA. FOLLOW HIS EXAMPLE AND BE A TRUE SERVANT OF GOP.




