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DEUTERONOMY

Deuteronomy means "a 2nd law ‘. One way to divide it is to see it as Iook.ing in three directions:
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Looking back -

God has never let us down
in the past. This 9+renﬂ+her‘|9
our Faith. God has aways
-Por‘ﬂ'lven us every time we
Lell We dont lock back in
discouragement or pride but
with 5r‘a+ﬂude for what God
has dohe For us in the post.

Looking upward :

We must see the glory of God
is very easy for one who is used
by God to get proud Looking unto
Jesus, the Author and Finisher of
our Faith, keeps us humble. A man
gets proud when he locks at
other people and imagines himselt-

better than others

Looking Forward :

We need to look Forward in
Faith God hos wonderful things
in store for us. He has a great

job For us to do. We don't

khow when we wil leave this
world But before the Lord
comes, we lock Forward to
doing something useful For Him
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In Chapter I 13 Moses gives advice
concerning leaders. He looked For 3
qudlities - wisdom, discernment and
experience. Wisdom comes lo\/ trials,
applying knowledge to practical
situations. One may have Bible know'ledae,

but no divine wisdom The tree of
knowledge brought death. Knowledge

Puqqlg up. The free of life brinﬂs
wisdom teaching us how to live and
react in different situations of life

t was a ll da\/ journey
From Mt Horeb to
Kadesh-barnea via Mt seir.
( Chapter 12 ) But the
Israelites took 38 years fo
maoke that Jour‘neyl. One can
Finish 12 grades of schodl in
12 years or in 20 We can
always ask God to Porﬂive
the wasted years but we
can't have the time back.

Discernment between what is human
and what is Groc"\/ is required as well
The dbility to discern between Gody
and demoric is easy but not so
between what is spirifual and what is
soulish We need to discern whether a
person is speaking From his head or
From his heart What comes From the
head will go to the head of people.
Th'lrchy, experience through crushing in

trials and tasting Gods power is needed




Moses them warned the judges ot to
show partility to the rich When | was a
younq believer, every church | went to
had an infFluential person in society, such

as a government ofFicial or a rich
businessman , on its board | wondered why
this was so. Surely every loiﬂ man in the
world was not a spiritual man. In Foct, the
Bble says ' God has chosen the poor of
the world to be rich in faith * Jomes 2 5

Chapter 4: 2 says ' You shoall
not add to the word | om
commaﬂd’lﬂﬂ you or take

away fFrom it '

“he who keeps the smallest.. will be called great in the
kingdom of heaven. "

In Chapter 2: 2, 3 the
Lord told the Israelites
they had circled the
mountain |on9 enouah_
Movement is not
progress i we are
c;+ay'|na in the same
place spir‘i-h.:aiiy The
Lord us caling us now
to move on in vlc+ory.

Addlng to it means, we make
rules that are not in
Scripture and try to be more
spiritual - like Eve who said
'we must not tfouch the Fruit

[g] Chap+er 5 the

Chapters 4- 24 and 31, we read
two statements: ' God is a
conhsuming Fire ' and ' God is
merciful ' The glory of God wos
seen in Jesus Christ, Full of
grace ond fruth ( John I 14 ). God
i5 love and He is holy.

In Chapter 4: 29 Moses said the
lsroelites could Find God it they
searched for Him with all their heart
and all their soul Many don't Find God
becouse they seek like they would look
For alost 10 paisa coin at night. What
iF they had misplaced 10000 rupees
instead - how long would both the
searches take ? God is a rewarder of
the dilgent seekers. ( Hebrews It G )

Sabbath s commanded
to be kept For
another reason - to

remember that they
did not get deliverance
by their own power
but through the Lord's
strength. Trusting God
accomplishes more
+han busy ac'HvH'y.

In Chapter 5: 29, we read of Gods greatest longings For His people It is
rare to Find the word ' O ' in Scripture. Here God uses it saying ' O that
+he\/ had such a heart in them that +hey would Fear Me and keep all M\/
commandments always that it may go well with them and with their sons
Forever. ' His commandments in the Bible are like ' ManufFacturer's
instructions ' . Since we are manufactured by God the Bible has instructions
on how to best Function as human beings. God wants the best for us.




The First commandment is
Love the Lord your God with
all your heort, with all your
soul and with alf your might *
This is the First
manufacturer's instruction In
this way we love our neighbour‘
and love our wives better |
We wil even love our enemies!

We overcome sin not by battling
sin primarily but by loving God
This is the expulsive power of a
new afFection Like a girl who
loses all love for one man when
she meets a Far better man The
new love drove out the old When
we love God with al our hearts,
the love of money, property
and evil lusts wil thus be driven
out. Cur intellect and Faculties
are to be used For God

When Jesus was
tempted He sad " it
is written '. He quoted

two verses, both

From Deuteronomy
(G 13 ond 8 3 ). Gods
word has the answer
to every temptation

and problem in ife.

In Chap+er 8 I- 5, Moses warns
them: " Beware lest you F-or‘ge‘l'
the Lord . when you have eaten
ond are satisfied ond have built
good houses, your Hocks and
herds multiply ond your heart
becomes Pr'oud.. "It is easier to
think. oF God when we are in the
wilderness, struggling thon when
we blessed and rich Nooh hod
no time to get drunk. when he
was bu'l\dhg the ark. But when
he came through the Flood
triumphantly, he did When David
wos running From cave to cave,
he wrote psdims and was close
to God When he had ease and
money, he didnt have to go to
battle himselk but could send
others to do the Fighting For
him whie he relaxed That was
when he sinhed with Bathsheba
Solomon sinned becouse he had
plenty of ease and weadlth When
we have P’Ien+y we are in
danger. Let us be content with
what God hos decided to gve us,
even it it is only a litte.




In Chapter I 21 Moses told them that
Grod's longing For them was " that your
daye and the daye‘ of your sons maybe

multiplied on the lond like the day9 ofF

heaven upon earth ' God wants us,
even now, to have a foretaste of the
Joy. peace, love, purity and aooalness ok
heaven in our homes and churches. We
can be joykul it we live by the
principles of heaven on earth This is

Gods wil For us. Let us determine to
do this throughout, not just at the start
of, our Christian lives, locking ot Jesus.

Chapter 13 has a section on Lalse prophets. God uses
them to test our real desires and longings. They have two
methods. The First is to Flatter us and tell us we will
prosper where we are planning to go - some wealthy
country. We wil do as they have ‘orophesied' and thus
Fulfil treir ‘prophecy’ ourselves! This psychological gimmick
is cadled "self- f—ulﬂnhnﬂ prophesy’ We are happy because
we got what we thought as ‘Gods opproval' to go where
we wahted and we gve the 'prophet’ a handsome g’l-Pf Thus
the prophet is happy as well. The devil is also happy
because he deceived both us and the prophet. God and the
angels of heaven however, are unhappy. Another trick is
to 'save' us From non existent danger‘ they 'prophesy"
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Whie some Foods were
unclean For the Israelites,
this is not applicable to us
+oday since Jesus declared
all Foods clean (Mark. 7:19).
All Food is sanctifFied when

we pray and eat it
(I Timothy 4 15)

Chapter 15 speaks ofF r‘eleasil’la
people on the Sabbath year. it
dso speaks of not being tight-
Fisted stingy and hard-hearted
but generous towards their
poor brother ( verses 7 and 8 )
The Lord tock a great interest

in poor peop|e.

Chapter IT: 14 - 19: t was not Gods
will For Israel to have a k'r\g For
He was to be their king (| Samuel
8 7) But God always gives people
the Freedom to choose His
second-best iF they dont want His
best so He told them that iF they
chose to have a kin@ he must
read this law everyday, Lear God
and obey it Fuily. This is a good
reminder For Christian leaders




In Chapter 18: -7 Moses Forbids
spiritiom, Fortune- teling divination
ond witcheraft( Also in Leviticus 19:
26 ) Instead of this, the Lord said

He would raise up a prophet in the
Future whom +hey were to listen
to (v 1449) - a clear reference to
the coming of Jesus Christ

[g] Chap+er‘ 18: 20, +hey are warned aﬂainei' Gayina Gomei'h'ln@ g
the Lord's hame which He has not commanded. Many +oday

prophesy saying ' Thus says the Lord . "- to give an air of
au+hor‘i+y to what +hey are saying Then +he\/ continue to say
whatever is on their minds. Such prophets were to be kiled
in the Old Testament. God says in Jeremioh 23 21 " | did not
speak to them, yet they prophesied' . Yet, multitudes of
Christians are lead astray by Fase prophesies today. We
have Ho right to say ' Thus says the Lord " except when
quoting something that God hos actually said in the Scriptures

Chapter 28 is divided into two parts. The First 14 verses
ore promises about how God would bless them iF +hey
kept His laws. The next 54 verses are about how God

would punish them i they disobeyed His laws. This was the
only way God could get mon to obey Hm under the Old

Covenant - by hope of reward and threat of punishment

( chocolate and stick approach ), a method we use with

little chidren - the promise of a chocolate it they obey

and punishment with a stick it they disobey. Under the old

covenant, God treated dl men like litte chidren Under

the new covenant , God treats us like adults. Jesus said "

H you love Me keep my commandments * ( John 1415 ) -

to obey God out of love and reverence, not out of Fear.
This is how an adult son obeys his Father.




