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IT SHOWS US HOW A MAN OF &OP SHOULP CONPUCT HIMSELF IN TIMES OF PERSECUTION. WE ALSO SEE HERE THE BEGINNING OF
THE MOVEMENT FROM BABYLON TO JERUSALEM —- SYMBOLICALLY, FROM CORRUPT, COMPROMISING CHRISTENPOM TO GOP’'S
NEW COVENANT CHURCH. 1T BEGAN WITH ONE UPRIGHT, UNCOMPROMISING MAN, WHO WAS CONCERNED ABOUT &0P’S
7 PURPOSES AND WHO FASTED AND PRAYEP FOR THEIR FULFILMENT. PANIEL NEVER KNEW, WHEN HE STARTEPD OUT BEING FAITHFUL
AS A YOUNG MAN, WHAT A TREMENPOUS MINISTRY HE WAS GOING TO HAVE. HE JUST REMAINED FAITHFUL TO GOP IN LITTLE
THINGS AND BIG, ANP GOP ACLCOMPLISHED A GREAT MINISTRY THROUGH HIM. HE WAS PROBABLY AROUNP |7 YEARS OLD WHEN THE
BOOK BEGINS, ANP ABOUT 90 YEARS OLP BY THE TIME THE BOOK ENDPS. HE LIVEP THROUGH THE ENTIRE 70 YEARS OF CAPTIVITY,
AND HE WAS FAITHFUL ALL THE WAY THROUGH. THAT WAS WHY GOP COULP USE HIM TO BEGIN THIS MOVEMENT FROM BABYLON TO
JERUSALEM.

PANIEL CARRIEP A BURPEN BEFORE LORP. THIS RESULTEPD IN OTHERS ALSO

BEGINNING TO SHARE HIS BURPEN IN LATER YEARS -- HAGGAI, ZERUBBABEL,

JOSHUA, ZECHARIAH, EZRA, NEHEMIAH AND OTHERS. GOP HIMSELF WILL APPD

OTHERS TO YOU WHO SHARE YOUR BURPEN, AND TOGETHER WITH THEM YOU
WILL BE ABLE TO BUILP 60P'S NEW COVENANT CHURCH.




PANIEL LIVED IN A HEATHEN LANPD. S0 HE IS AN
EXAMPLE ESPECIALLY FOR US IN INPIA. HE COULP
GATHER ONLY THREE WHOLE- HEARTEP PEOPLE,

HANANIAH, MISHAEL AND AZARIAH (WHO ARE BETTER
KNOWN BY THEIR BABYLONIAN NAMES -- SHAPRACH,
MESHACH AND ABEPNEGQ). BUT THOSE YOUNG MEN
WERE A POWERFUL WITNESS FOR GOP RIGHT IN THE

MIPPLE OF BABYLON, THE CAPITAL CITY OF THE
WORLP’S SUPERPOWER -- A SMALL CHURCH OF FOUR
PEOPLE. THOSE FOUR PEOPLE INFLUENCEP THAT
COUNTRY MORE THAN ALL THE OTHER HUNPREDPS
AND THOUSANPS OF JEWS WHO WERE IN BABYLON
BECAUSE OF ONE REASON: WHILE THE OTHERS
COMPROMISEPD, THESE FOUR PID NOT.

THE SECOND PHRASE IS
“PANIEL MAPE UP HIS
MINP NOT TO PEFILE

HIMSELF” (1:8). PANIEL'S

ATTITUPE TOWARPS MAN

WAS ONE OF “NO

COMPROMISE
THERE ARE TWO PHRASES THAT PESCRIBE PANIEL'S ATTITUPE TO GOP ANP TO MAN. THE FIRST WHATSOEVER”. WE MUST
PHRASE IS “THE LORP GAVE” (I:2) -- REFERRING TO NEBUCHAPNEZZAR'S CAPTURE OF REFUSE TO PEFILE OUR
JERUSALEM. PANIEL SAW THE LORP AS THE ONE WHO GAVE NEBUCHAPNEZZAR VICTORY OVER CONSCIENCE WITH ANY
JERUSALEM, TO TEACH THE JEWS A LESSON. S0, PANIEL'S ATTITUPE TOWARDPS 6OP WAS ONE SIN.

OF FAITH IN 6OP’'Ss ABSOLUTE SOVEREIGNTY OVER ALL MATTERS ON THE EARTH.

AFTER PANIEL MAPE UP HIS MIND TO KEEP HIMSELF UNPEFILEP,
HIS FIRST TEST CAME IN RELATION TO FOOP. THE FIRST TEST
THAT CAME TO APAM AND EVE WAS ALSO IN RELATION TO FOOP.
AND THE FIRST TEST THAT CAME TO JESUS IN THE WILPERNESS
WAS IN RELATION TO FOOP TOO. ESAU LOST HIS BIRTHRIGHT
BECAUSE OF FOOPD. ISAAC LOST HIS SPIRITUAL VISION BECAUSE
OF HIS LOVE FOR THE TASTY FOOP THAT ESAU COULP BRING HIM.
BUT PANIEL'S ATTITUPE WAS, “GOP HAS SAID IN HIS WORP THAT
THIS TYPE OF FOOP MUST NOT BE EATEN ANP SO I WILL NOT EAT
IT.” PANIEL HADP STUPIED THE SCRIPTURES AS A YOUNG MAN,
AND HE KNEW THAT THE LAW OF MOSES FORBAPE THE EATING
OF CERTAIN MEATS AND THAT THE BOOK OF PROVERBS
FORBAPE THE PRINKING OF ALCOHOLIC WINE. HE PECIPEP TO
OBEY GOP, WHATEVER IT MAY COST HIM.
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IN THE BEGINNING HE HAD TO STAND ALONE, WHILE ALL THE OTHER JEWS
COMPROMISEPR. BUT WHEN HANANIAH, MISHAEL AND AZARIAH SAW ONE YOUNG MAN
TAKING A STAND FOR GOD, THEY GOT THE COURAGE TO JAIN HIM (I:11). IF PANIEL HAP
NOT TAKEN A STAND FOR THE LORP, WE MIGHT NEVER HAVE HEARP ABOUT HANANIAH,

MISHAEL AND AZARIAH.

I FINP THAT THERE ARE THREE TYPES OF PEOPLE AMONG GOP’S CHILPREN: FIRST, THE
COMPROMISERS WHO SEEK WHAT IS 600D FOR THEM AND HAVE NO PRINCIPLES.
THERE ARE MILLIONS OF SUCH PEQPLE IN CHRISTENPOM TOPAY. THEN THERE IS A

SECONP GROUP LIKE HANANIAH, MISHAEL ANP AZARIAH WHO PON’T HAVE THE COURAGE

TO TAKE A STAND ON THEIR OWN, BUT WHO ARE WILLING TO TAKE A STANPD IF THEY SEE
SOMEONE ELSE WHO IS WILLING TO TAKE A STAND FOR THE LORP. THAT IS A MUCH
SMALLER NUMBER. THEN THERE 1S THE THIRP GROUP OF PEOPLE LIKE PANIEL, WHO
WILL TAKE A STAND FOR THE LORD, EVEN IF NO-ONE ELSE TAKES A STAND. THIS GROUP
1S VERY MUCH SMALLER. THERE MAY BE JUST ONE PERSON HERE ANP ANOTHER
PERSON THERE, IN THIS CATEGORY. THIS PIVISION |S SOMEWHAT LIKE THE OUTER
COURT, THE HOLY PLACE AND THE MOST HOLY PLACE IN THE TABERNACLE.
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LATER, WE READ HOW GOP GAVE THEM
SUPERNATURAL INTELLIGENCE FOR THEIR MINP.
HE GAVE THESE FOUR YOUNG MEN A sPeciaL
APTITUPE FOR LEARNING LITERATURE AND
SCIENCE. 60OP GAVE PANIEL SUPERNATURAL
UNPERSTANPING IN HIS SPIRIT T0O, TO UNPERSTAND
THE MEANING OF VISIONS AND PREAMS. SO WE SEE
GOP ENABLING THEM SUPERNATURALLY IN BODY,
SOUL ANPD SPIRIT. WE ALSO NEED TO LEARN TO TRUST
GOP TO GIVE US HEALTH FOR OUR BOPY, INTELLIGENCE
FOR OUR MIND AND SPIRITUAL VISION AND
UNPERSTANPING OF HIS WAYS BY THE HOLY SPIRIT.
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PANIEL ALSO HAP FAITH. HE TOLD
THE KING'S OVERSEER, “YOU CAN
TEST US FOR TEN PAYS. WE WILL

HAVE ONLY VEGETABLES AND
WATER. AND WE BELIEVE THAT
WE’LL BE PHYSICALLY BETTER OFF
THAN THESE OTHER JEWS WHO ARE
EATING THE RICH FOOPR.” GOP IS
LOOKING FOR PEOPLE WHO WILL
BOLPLY CONFESS THEIR FAITH, AND
NOT KEEP THEIR LIGHT HIPPEN
UNPERNEATH A BED. AT THE END OF
TEN PAYS, JUST AS PANIEL HAP SAID,

THEY ALL LOOKED HEALTHIER AND

STRONGER THAN THE OTHERS(I:II--

1S). THIS SELF-PENIAL IN A SIMPLE

MATTER LIKE FOOP PREPAREP
THEM FOR THE GREATER TESTS OF
THE FIERY FURNACE ANP THE PEN
OF LIONS LATER ON.
HERE WE SEE HOW GOP GAVE THEM
SUPERNATURAL HEALTH FOR
THEIR BOPY.

IN CHAPTER Z, WE
READ ABOUT A
PREAM THAT
NEBUCHAPNEZZAR
HAD.
NEBUCHAPNEZZAR

AND TOLD THEM,

“TELL ME WHAT I

PREAMT ANP ITS
MEANING.”

A PICTURE OF
PREACHERS WHO

&0p, BUT WHO ARE
PECEIVERS. SUCH

INTERPRET &OP’'S

CORRECTLY.

CALLED HIS WISE MEN

THOSE WISE MEN ARE

HAVE NO TOUCH WITH

PREACHERS CANNOT

WORP OR THE TIMES




A TRUE SERVANT OF GOP WILL
EXPERIENCE SOME
SUPERNATURAL THINGS IN HIS
MINISTRY. WHEN PANIEL HEARD
ABOUT THIS PROBLEM, HE WAS
CALM. He HANPLED THE SITUATION
WITH GREAT WISPOM (2:14). IF
YOU HUMBLE YOURSELF ANP LIVE
IN THE FEAR OF GOP AND SUBMIT
TO AUTHORITIES GOP PLACES
OVER YOU, YOU CAN LEARN FROM
YOUR YOUTH WITHOUT POING THE
FOOLISH THINGS THAT OTHERS PO.
PANIEL 1S A WONPERFUL EXAMPLE
OF THAT.
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HOW PID PANIEL GET THE ANSWER TO THE PREAM THAT NEBUCHAPNEZZAR
HAD?Z FIRST OF ALL, HE HAP FAITH THAT GOP WOULP REVEAL IT TO HIM. HE
WENT TO 60P. HE CALLED HIS FRIENDS (Z:17). THERE IS A TREMENPOUS VALUE
IN FELLOWSHIP IN PRAYER WHEN WE FACE A PROBLEM THAT IS TOO PIFFICULT
FOR US. PANIEL UNPERSTOOP THE PRINCIPLE OF FELLOWSHIP IN PRAYER. HE WAS
A NEW COVENANT MAN LIVING IN OLP COVENANT TIMES.

IT IS A GOOP HABIT TO BEGIN EVERY TIME OF PRAYER
WITH PRAISE. WHENEVER YOU CAN'T GET THROUGH IN
PRAYER, START PRAISING THE LORP. THINK OF &0P’S
GREATNESS AND PRAISE HIM -— AND YOU WILL FIND THE
ATMOSPHERE CLEARING UP IMMEPIATELY.

?

THOSE WISE MEN SAID, “ONLY
THE 60PS CAN SHOW YOU
WHAT YOU PREAMT. NO
HUMAN BEING CAN PO THAT.
IT IS IMPOSSIBLE. BUT IF
YOU TELL US THE PREAM,
THEN WE WILL INTERPRET IT
FOR YOU.” NOW, WE KNOwW
THAT IF SOMEONE TELLS US
HIS PREAM IT IS EASY TO
COO0K uP AN
INTERPRETATION AND TO
PRETENP THAT WE GOT IT )

FROM GOP! THAT'S WHAT A

LOT OF PREACHERS PO
TopAY. BUT

NEBUCHAPNEZZAR WAS A

SHREWP MAN. HE SAID, “IF
YOU ALL ARE REALLY IN
TOUCH WITH GOP, YOU WILL
BE ABLE TO TELL ME THE

PREAM AS WELL.”

IN 2:18, WE REAP THAT THEY PRAYEPD TO
THE “60P OF HEAVEN”, INDICATING THAT
PANIEL AND HIS FRIENDPS BEGAN THEIR
PRAYER BY EXALTING AND PRAISING THE
“GOP OF HEAVEN"” FIRST OF ALL. THIS IS
HOW JESUS ALSO TAUGHT US TO BEGIN
OUR PRAYERS: “OUR FATHER WHO ART IN
HeAVEN...” (MATTHEW 6:9), WHEREBY WE
EXALT 6OP FIRST, BEFORE BRINGING OUR
REQUESTS TO HIM. BEGINNING PRAYER

WITH EXALTING GOD WAS DANIEL'S HABIT,

AS WE CAN SEE IN CHAPTER 9:4 ALSO.

ONCE GOP HAP REVEALED
THE PREAM ANP ITS
MEANING TO PANIEL, HE
WENT ANP GAVE THE KING
THE ANSWER,
ACKNOWLEPGING, “THIS IS
NOT PUE TO MY
CLEVERNESS. IT IS
BECAUSE 60P REVEALED IT
TO Me” (2:30). PANIEL WAS A
HUMBLE YOUNG MAN WHO
WAS WILLING TO GIVE GOP
ALL THE 6LORY. 60D
REVEALS HIS TRUTHS TO
SUCH MEN.
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BSea] NCBUCHADNEZZAR
N saw A STATUE WITH
A HEAD OF 60LD,
CHEST AND ARMS

OF SILVER, STOMACH

AND THIGHS OF
BRONZE, LEGS OF
IRON, AND FEET OF

A COMBINATION OF

[RON AND CLAY

(2:31--33). THE

HEAP OF &OLP
SYMBOLISED THE

BABYLONIAN

empre THaT | & °* o'
WOULD LAST FOR ¢ . g
ABOUT 70 YEARS. ‘ . ..
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AFTER THAT WOULD \\\
COME THE MEPO-

PERSIAN EMPIRE
(CHEST AND ARMS
OF SILVER) WHICH

WOULPD LAST FOR '
ABOUT 200 YEARS.

THE BELLY AND
THIGHS OF BRONZE
SYMBOLISED THE
GRECIAN EMPIRE

OF ALEXANPER P
THE GREAT (AND
HIS FATHER) WHICH
WOULP LAST FOR
ABOUT 200 YEARS.

L S
THE LEGS OF IRON ‘ )
REPRESENTED
THE ROMAN
EMPIRE (THAT
WOULD RULE THE
WORLPD IN THE

TIME OF CHRIST)
AND THAT WOULPD

4
LAST FOR ABOUT  © .w .
* . z
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NEBUCHAPNEZZAR A \\ L

&
‘ & 50 6OP GAVE
¢
l

600 YEARS. » / VISION OF WHAT WAS \ o

1. ¥ | e GOING TO HAPPEN ON oy
gt QY T j‘\ @ EARTHRIGHT UNTIL ] & @
B THE RETURN OF CHRIST. .

THE FEET OF IRON ANP CLAY
REPRESENT COUNTRIES GOVERNED
BY PICTATORSHIP (IRON) AND
PEMOCRACY (CLAY), AND
REPRESENT THE NATIONS OF THE
WORLP IN THE LAST PAYS. THE TEN ’l

ALL THESE KINGPOMS
TO BITS. THIS WAS A
PICTURE OF THE REIGN
OF CHRIST (2:44). “THE
GOP OF HeAVEN WILL
THEN SET UP A

TOES OF THE FEET SPEAK OF TEN
KINGDPOMS THAT WILL COME
TOGETHER AT THE ENP-TIME =
(POSSIBLY IN EUROPE) THAT WILL ' ’

THEN HE SAW A o
. STONE comiNG POWN
8 aND SHATTERING
 §

BE HEADED BY THE ANTICHRIST, KINGDOM WHICH WILL @ — ¢,
IMMEPIATELY BEFORE THE RETURN v NEVER se =

P | OF UESUS TO EARTH. . & vestroverr -\
- —_— a = A &
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50 WHEN NEBUCHAPNEZZAR MADPE A STATUE
ENTIRELY OF GOLD, WHAT HE WAS SAYING THEREBY
WAS, “I AM GOING TO BE THERE UNTIL THE ENP.
CHAPTER 3:I: HERE WE READP THAT
NEBUCHAPNEZZAR COMPELLED EVERYONE TO
WORSHIP HIS GOLPEN STATUE. PANIEL WAS
OBVIOUSLY NOT IN TOWN AT THIS TIME. HE MUST HAVE
BEEN AWAY SOMEWHERE IN RELATION TO HIS WORK.
S0 SHAPRACH, MESHACH AND ABEPNEGO WERE BY
THEMSELVES. ALL THE JEWS PISOBEYED &0D’'S
COMMANPMENT AND BOWEP POWN TO THE IPOL TO
SAVE THEIR LIVES. GOP HAD ALLOWED SHAPRACH,
MESHACH AND ABEPNEGO TO BE BY THEMSELVES AT
THIS TIME TO TEST THEM AND TO STRENGTHEN

THEM.
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AT TIMES IT 1S 600P FOR US, IF A MAN OF &OP IS
NOT AvAILABLE NEARBY, S0 THAT WE CAN LEARN TO
PEPENP ON 6OP HIMSELF. THE PANGER OF HAVING
GOPLY MEN NEARBY IS THAT WE TENP TO LEAN ON

THEM. THE PANGER OF ALWAYS LISTENING TO A
GOO0D BIBLE TEACHER IS THAT WEe MAY NEVER
STUPY THE WORP OURSELVES. THAT WILL MAKE YOU
MORE PEPENPENT ON THE HOLY SPIRIT TO TEACH YOU

‘ HIS WORD AND TO STRENGTHEN YOU TO LIVE THE
CHRISTIAN LIFE.
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NEBUCHAPNEZZAR WAaS FURIOUS WHEN THEY REFUSEP TO BOW BEFORE HIS STATUE ANP SAID “IF YOU PON’T BOW POWN, I
WILL HEAT THE FURNACE SEVEN TIMES AND THROW YOU IN” (3:49). THeY STILL pio NOT Bow pown.

I CAN IMAGINE THAT SOME OF
THE OTHER JEWS WOULP HAVE
COME TO THEM ANP SAIP, “JUST

JUST NOP YOUR HeEADP
A LITTLE TOWARPS
THE STATUE.” BUT

COMPROMISE A LITTLE. rver sreseeasry R ‘ i ,/ 7
REFUSEP TO PO S0. [ = € WILL = 4o
THE OTHER JEWS MAY
EVEN HAVE THERE ARE CHRISTIANS WHO PO THAT TODAY.

THEY THINK THEY ARE CLEVER BECAUSE THEY

GET WHAT THEY WANT ANP THEN GET THEIR SIN

AND THEN &0 TO 60D FORGIVEN T0OO. BUT IF YOU GET AN APMISSION OR
AND ASK HIM TO A VISA OR A JOB BY TELLING A LIE, YOU CANNOT

FORGIVE YOU FOR POSSIBLY ENP UP IN THE PLACE WHERE 60P
WANTS YOU TO BE

POING IT.”

SUGGESTED, “WHY
PON’T YOU BOW POWN,




WE ALSO SEE HERE THE TOTAL CONTEMPT FOR PEATH
THAT THESE THREE MEN HAP. THEY TOLD THE KING, “OUR
GOP |S ABLE TO PELIVER US FROM YOUR FIERY FURNACE.

BUT IF HE CHOO0SES NOT TO PO S0, WE WILL STILL NOT

WORSHIP YOUR IMAGE.”

THE FURNACE, ONLY THE ROPES GOT BURNT. WHEN
SATAN HARASSES US, WHAT CAN HE BURN UP IN USZ ONLY
THE THINGS THAT BINP US!! He CANNOT BURN UP
ANYTHING VALUABLE IN US.

{
{ WHAT WAS THE RESULTZ WHEN THEY WERE THROWN INTO

-

IF I WERE TO
ASK YOU WHAT
THE GREATEST
MIRACLE IN
CHAPTER 3 WAS,
YOU wWouLPp
PROBABLY saAY,
“THAT THE FIRE
COULP NOT KILL
THEM.” BUT T
SEE THE
GREATEST
MIRACLE HERE

AS THIS, THAT
WHEN
EVERYBODPY
BOWEP POWN TO
THE STATUE,
THESE THREE
MeN PIP NOT

WHEN WE ARE THROWN INTO THE FIRE, THE THINGS THAT BIND
Us GET BURNT AND WE COME OUT FREE. IT IS 600P IF A
FIRE HAS SUCCEEPDEPD IN FREEING YOU FROM ATTACHMENT TO
EARTHLY THINGS. WE COULP SEE SHAPRACH, MESHACH AND
ABEDPNEGO HERE AS A PICTURE OF QURSELVES TIEP TO
EARTHLY THINGS WITH ROPES. THEN GOP PUTS US INTO A FIRE
(SOME PIFFICULT TRIAL) AND VERY SOON OUR ATTACHMENT TO
THE THINGS OF EARTH 1S GONE. THANK &OP FOR SUCH FIRES.
THANK GOP FOR SUCH TRIALS.

CHAPTER 4:6, T:
NEBUCHAPNEZZAR
AGAIN HAD A PREAM

THAT FRIGHTENED HIM.

HE CALLED THE WISE
MEN AGAIN. 3Z YEARS
EARLIER WHEN HE HAP
HIS FIRST PREAM, THE
WISE MEN COULPN'T
HELP HIM. THIS TIME
WAS THE sAME.
PANIEL EXPLAINED
THIS PREAM TOO ANP
TOLP HIM HOW GOP WAS
GOING TO JUPGE HIM.
“THE TREE IS A
PICTURE OF YOU,”

/ PANIEL SAIP, “AND

BECAUSE OF YOUR
PRIPE 60D IS GOING TO
CUT YOU POWN.” BUT
NEBUCHAPNEZZAR DID
NOT LISTEN TO PANIEL.
DPANIEL URGED HIM TO
STOP SINNING, TO PO
WHAT WAS RIGHT, TO
BREAK FROM HIS
WICKEPD PAST AND TO
BE MERCIFUL TO THE
POOR, 50 THAT THIS

WOULP NOT BE
FULFILLED (4:27). BUT
NEBUCHAPNEZZAR
WOULPN’T LISTEN.

PREAM OF JUPGEMENT

N
1




A YEAR LATER (4:29) NEBUCHAPNEZZAR WAS WALKING ON THE ROOF OF HIS PALACE
IN BABYLON AND HE BEGAN TO MEPITATE ON WHAT HE HAP BUILT. HERE WAS
BABYLON BUILT BY HIM, BY HIS POWER AND FOR HIS GLORY (4:30). BY MAN,
THROUGH MAN ANP TO MAN —- THAT IS THE ESSENCE OF BABYLON. WHEN A

CHURCH (S BUILT WITH HUMAN WISPOM, BY HUMAN POWER, ANP FOR HUMAN GLORY,
THAT BECOMES BABYLON, EVEN IF ITS POCTRINES ARE ALL CORRECT. WHEN
CHRISTIAN WORK IS PONE BY HUMAN CLEVERNESS AND ABILITY, BY THE POWER OF
MONEY, AND FOR MAN’S GLORY, THEN WHATEVER POCTRINES THE LEAPERS MAY
BELIEVE, WHAT THEY BUILP WILL BE BABYLON. A GENUINE WORK OF GOP IS ALWAYS

PONE ACCORPING TO 60P’S PLAN THAT IS PISCOVEREP THROUGH WAITING ON GOP

IN PRAYER. IT IS PONE BY THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT -- WITH SUPERNATURAL

HELP FROM &GOP; AND IT IS PONE 100% FOR THE GLORY OF 6OP. REMEMBER THIS

ALWAYS AND IT WILL SAVE YOU FROM BUILPING WITH WOOP, HAY AND STRAW.
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AT LAST HE REPENTED. THEN GOP HEALEP HIM OF HIS MAPNESS.
NEBUCHAPNEZZAR THEN MAPE ONE OF THE MOST COMPLETE
STATEMENTS ABOUT THE SOVEREIGNTY OF 60P FOUNP

ANYWHERE IN THE BIBLE.

N

HE sAID, “HIS POMINION 1S AN
EVERLASTING POMINION ANP HIS

THE INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH

ARE JUST ANPD HE IS ABLE TO
HUMBLE THOSE WHO WALK IN
PRIPE” (4:34--37).

¥ 60p WARNEP NEBUCHADNEZZAR THREE TIMES!

' (4:31). HE PID NOT LISTEN, ANP S0 HE WAS

PUNISHEP. HE BECAME MAP AND STARTED
EATING GRASS LIKE A COW (4:32).

KINGPOM ENPURES FOREVER. ALL

ARE ACCOUNTED AS NOTHING AND
HE POES ACCORPING TO HIS WILL IN
THE HOST OF HEAVEN AND AMONG
THE INHABITANTS OF EARTH. NO ONE
CAN WARD OFF HIS HAND OR SAY TO
HIM, ‘WHAT HAVE YOU PONEZ’ ALL
HIS WORKS ARE TRUE AND HIS WAYS

-



ACTUALLY WRITING SOMETHING. THE
FIRST 1S HIS WRITING THE TEN
COMMANPMENTS ON TABLETS OF
STONE. THE SECONPD |S HERE. NONE OF
THE WISE MEN COULP INTERPRET WHAT
WAS WRITTEN ON THE WALL.

THERE ARE ONLY TWO INSTANCES IN
THE BIBLE WHERE WE READ OF GOP

MANY YEARS LATER, NEBUCHAPNEZZAR'S SON BELSHAZZAR HAP A GREAT FEAST
IN BABYLON. HE SUPPENLY SAW SOMEONE’S HAND WRITING WORPS ON THE wWALL
OF THE PALACE (5:5).

WHEN THE QUEEN-MOTHER HEARPD OF THIS, SHE REMINPED THE KING OF PANIEL WHO HAD INTERPRETEDP PREAMS IN THE PAYS OF
NEBUCHAPNEZZAR. PANIEL WAS BROUGHT IN AND THE KING OFFEREPD HIM PURPLE ROBES AND A GOLP CHAIN AND A PLACE OF
HONOUR IN THE KINGPOM. PANIEL TOLP THE KING TO KEEP HIS GIFTS OR TO GIVE THEM TO SOMEONE ELSE (5:17). PANIEL'S ATTITUPE
TO GIFTS ANP HONOUR FROM THE HEATHEN WAS EXACTLY THE SAME AS THAT OF ELISHA (WHO REFUSEDP NAAMAN’'S GIFTS) ANP
ABRAHAM (WHO REFUSED THE GIFTS OFFEREP BY THE KING OF SOPOM).

A GENUINE MAN OF GOD CAN BE IPENTIFIED BY HIS
ATTITUPE TO EARTHLY GIFTS AND HONOUR. MANY
SERVANTS OF THE LORD HAVE PESTROYEPD
THEMSELVES BY RECEIVING GIFTS FROM PEOPLE FROM
WHOM THEY SHOULD NOT HAVE RECEIVED ANYTHING.
IT IS RIGHT TO RECEIVE A GIFT FROM &0P’S PEOPLE
-— IF THE GIFT IS GIVEN VOLUNTARILY, AND IF THOSE
PEOPLE ARE FINANCIALLY BETTER OFF THAN YOU
ARE. BUT IT IS TOTALLY WRONG TO RECEIVE MONEY
FOR YOUR PERSONAL NEEDS FROM ANYONE WHO 1S
POORER THAN YOU -- EVEN IF THEY ARE BELIEVERS.




PANIEL THEN TOLD BELSHAZZAR, “YOU KNOW EVERY THING THAT HAS HAPPENEPD. YET YOU HAVE NOT HUMBLEP YOURSELF. YOU

HAVE PEFIED 6OP BY TAKING CUPS FROM HIS TEMPLE TO PRINK.” (5:22, 23). PANIEL WAS A FEARLESS PROPHET AND HE
WARNEP THE KING OF PANGER. ANP THEN HE REAP THE WORDPS, “MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN” AND INTERPRETEDP THEM

28).

(5:25). THE MESSAGE WAS, “GOP HAS NUMBEREP YOUR KINGPOM AND PUT AN ENP TO IT. YOU HAVE BEEN WEIGHED ON THE
SCALES AND FOUND PEFICIENT. YOUR KINGPOM HAS BEEN PIVIPED ANP GIVEN OVER TO THE MEPES AND PERSIANS” (5:26—-

THAT IS GOP’S WORP TO BABYLONIAN RELIGIOUS SYSTEMS TOPAY AS WELL. “6OP HAS NUMBEREP YOUR PAYS AND THEY ARE
COMING TO AN ENP. GOP HAS WEIGHEP YOU AND FOUNP NOTHING OF ETERNAL WEIGHT IN YOU. YOU ARE FULL OF

‘?

WORLPLINESS, ANP THEREFORE YOUR KINGDPOM IS PIVIPER.”

¢
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PANIEL WAS NOW MORE THAN 80 YEARS OLP -- BUT HE WAS STILL THE SAME UNCOMPROMISING MAN THAT HE HAP ALWAYS

BEEN -- AND GOP HONOUREPD HIM. THERE WERE EVIL PEOPLE IN THAT KINGPOM HOWEVER WHO WERE JEALOUS OF PANIEL AND
WHO WANTEP TO PESTROY HIM. THEY WENT TO THE KING AND GOT HIM TO PASS A LAW THAT WAS PRIMARILY PIRECTEP

AGAINST PANIEL. WHEN DANIEL HEARD THAT THE KING HAD PASSED THIS LAW, WHAT PID HE P02 HE KNELT POWN AND PRAYEP.

HE FEARED 60P MORE THAN HE FEARED ANY KING OR GOVERNMENT. AND LIKE THE APOSTLES WOULP SAY IN A FUTURE PAY,

PANIEL'S ATTITUPE TOO WAS, “WE OUGHT TO OBEY GOP RATHER THAN MEN” (ACTS 5:29). 50 THE VERY THING THAT THE KING'S

EDPICT SAIP HE WAS NOT TO PO, HE PIP. NO LAW WAS GOING TO STOP HIM FROM PRAYING TO HIS GOP. HE USEP TO PRAY ALWAYS

WITH HIS WINPOWS OPEN TOWARPS JERUSALEM. HE COULP NOW HAVE CONSIPEREPD PRAYING WITH HIS WINPOWS CLOSEPD. BUT

HE WAS NOT ASHAMEP T0 BE SEEN PRAYING TO THE ONLY TRUE GOP AND SO HE KEPT THE WINPOWS OPEN. WE TOO MUST
NEVER BE ASHAMED TO BE OPENLY KNOWN AS PISCIPLES OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST.
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THOSE JEALOUS OFFICIALS WERE JUST WAITING FOR THIS MOMENT -- AND AS SOON AS
THEY SAW PANIEL PRAYING, THEY REPORTEP HIM TO THE KING. IN PANIEL'S TIME, THE
FIRE AND THE LIONS WERE NOT PERMITTEPD TO TOUCH &OP’S SERVANTS. BUT UNPER THE

NEW COVENANT, GOP GIVES HIS CHILPREN THE HONOUR TO PIE AS MARTYRS FOR THE
FAITH AND S0 THE LIONS ARE PERMITTED TO EAT THEM UP AND THE FIRE IS PERMITTEPDP
TO BURN THEM. MILLIONS OF CHRISTIANS HAVE BEEN MARTYRED FOR THEIR FAITH IN
THESE TWENTY CENTURIES. BUT THERE IS ONE LION THAT CANNOT HURT US -- SATAN.
AND THERE IS ONE FIRE THAT CANNOT TOUCH US -- THE FIRE OF HELL. NOTHING OF THE
SPIRIT OF HELL -- HATRED OR BITTERNESS ETC. -- CAN EVER COME INTO OUR HEARTS.
LIKE JESUS, WE TOO WILL BE ABLE TO SAY, “WHEN THE PRINCE OF THIS WORLDP COMES, HE
WILL FIND NOTHING IN ME” (JOHN 14:30).

IN CHAPTER 7, WE SEE THE SAME FIVE KINGPOMS THAT NEBUCHAPNEZZAR SAW IN HIS PREAM —-

BABYLON, MEPO-PERSIA, GREECE, ROME ANDP THE FINAL WORLP EMPIRE -- BUT FROM A PIFFERENT

PERSPECTIVE. NEBUCHAPNEZZAR SAW THEM AS PRECIOUS METALS, GOLD, SILVER, BRONZE AND

IRON. PANIEL SAW THEM AS WILP BEASTS, WHICH WAS HOW 60P SAW THEM! THE PEOPLE OF THE
WORLD SEE EARTHLY KINGDPOMS AS VALUABLE, PRECIOUS METALS. 60D POESN'T.
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WE REAP A PROPHECLY OF
NEBUCHAPNEZZAR'S WINGS
BEING CLIPPEP. THE
SECONP BEAST WHICH
LOOKEPD LIKE A BEAR
REFERREP TO MEPO-PERSIA
(7:5). THE THIRP BEAST
LOOKEPD LIKE A LEQPARD
WITH FOUR WINGS AND FOUR
HEADPS AND REPRESENTED
GREECE UNPER ALEXANPER
THE GREAT (7:6). WHEN HE
PIED, HIS KINGPOM WAS
PIVIPED INTO FOUR PARTS.
FINALLY PANIEL SAW A
BEAST WITH TEN HORNS
AND A LITTLE HORN THAT
AROSE FROM AMONG THOSE
TEN. THIS REFERREP TO
THE ROMAN EMPIRE FIRST
OF ALL (THAT RULEDP THE
WORLP WHEN JESUS CAME
TO EARTH). THE HORNS
REFERREP TO AN EMPIRE
THAT WOULP ARISE IN THE
LAST PAYS ENPING IN THE
RULE OF THE ANTICHRIST
(THE LITTLE HORN), JUST
BEFORE CHRIST RETURNS

TO EARTH (7:7, 8).
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IN CHAPTER 8, WE ARE GIVEN A LITTLE MORE PETAIL AGAIN
ABOUT THESE KINGPOMS. THE FIRST VISION IS ABOUT THE
GRECIAN EMPIRE (8:5--8). THE GOAT (THE GRECIAN EMPIRE
UNPER ALEXANPER) BECAME VERY POWERFUL AND ﬁ
CONQUEREP NATIONS WITH “GREAT SPEEDP” (8:8). GREECE
BECAME A WORLPD RULER UNLIKE BABYLON ANDP MEPO-PERSIA.
BUT AT THE HEIGHT OF TS POWER, WHEN ALEXANPER THE
GREAT WAS JUST 33 YEARS OLD, HE PIEP SUPPENLY (THE ’
HORN WAS SUPPENLY BROKEN OFF). WHEN HE DIED, HIS FOUR
GENERALS PIVIDED THE KINGPOM AMONG THEM- SELVES (THE
FOUR HORNS OF THE GOAT). AT THE END OF THEIR RULE, A
FIERCE KING, A MASTER OF INTRIGUE, ROSE TO POWER. THIS
REFERS TO THE KING WHO RULED SYRIA -- A PESCENDANT OF
ONE OF ALEXANDER’S GENERALS. HIS NAME WAS ANTIOCHUS
EPIPHANES. “"EPIPHANES” MEANS “GOP MAPE MANIFEST” AND
HE IS A TYPE OF THE ANTICHRIST WHO WILL "PISPLAY
HIMSELF AS 60P” (Z THESSALONIANS 2:4).

IN CHAPTER 9, WE SEE PANIEL PRAYING FOR HIS
PEOQPLE. IT WAS PANIEL'S PRAYER THAT STARTED THE |
MOVEMENT OF 60P’S PEQPLE FROM BABYLON BACK TO

JERUSALEM. PANIEL WAS 87 YEARS OLP NOW ANP HE L
WAS STILL STUPYING GOP’'S WORP AND FASTING AND ‘

PRAYING, JUST LIKE HE PIP IN HIS YOUNGER PAYS (Q:3).

IT IS WONPERFUL TO SEE A MAN OF GOP AT THE AGE OF
87, STILL AS MUCH ON FIRE AS HE WAS IN HIS TEENAGE
YEARS, STUPYING THE WORP AS MUCH AS HE PIP IN HIS
YOUTH, FASTING AND PRAYING AS MUCH AS HE PID IN
HIS YOUNGER PAYS, AND STILL BEING A SERVANT OF
THE PEOPLE AS HE WAS WHEN HE WAS YOUNG. WHAT A

WONPERFUL EXAMPLE PANIEL IS FOR ALL OF US.

—— N
THEN GOP TOLP HIM THAT 490 1
YEARS HAD BEEN PETERMINED FOR
HIS PURPOSES FOR JERUSALEM
(9:24, 25). 7 SETS OF 7 YEARS (49
YEARS) AND 62 SETS OF 7 YEARS
(434 YEARS) -— MAKING A TOTAL
OF 483 YEARS -- WOULP PASS
FROM THE TIME THE COMMANP IS
GIVEN TO REBUILD JERUSALEM
UNTIL THE ANOINTED ONE (CHRIST)
COMES THERE. AND THAT WAS
FULFILLED EXACTLY. IN 445 B.C., 4
THE COMMAND WENT FORTH TO
REBUILD JERUSALEM. 483 YEARS
LATER IN 29 A.D. JESUS CAME TO
JERUSALEM AND WAS CRUCIFIEP.
OUT OF THE 490 YEARS, A PERIOP
OF 7 YEARS STILL REMAINS. THAT
7-YEAR-PERIOP WOULP BE AT THE
END OF TIME. THE ANTICHRIST WILL
RULE THE EARTH PURING THAT
TIME AND CHRISTIANS WILL FACE
TREMENPOUS PERSECUTION. THEN
CHRIST WILL RETURN.

———

PANIEL PIDN'T CRITICISE THE OTHER JEWS. HE PIPN’T S4Y,
“LORD, THESE JEWS AROUND ME ARE ALL BACKSLIDERS.”
INSTEAD HE SAID, “LORD, WE HAVE SINNED, WE HAVE
REBELLED, WE HAVE REFUSEP TO LISTEN TO YOUR
MESSAGES. LORD, YOU ARE RIGHT AND OUR FACES ARE
COVERED WITH SHAME” (A:7). WE SEE THERE HOW PANIEL
IPENTIFIED HIMSELF WITH HIS BACKSLIPPEN FELLOW-
JEWS. HE PID NOT sAY, “THEY”, BUT "WeE”.
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IN CHAPTER 10, WE READ OF PANIEL PRAYING FOR THREE WEEKS.
PURING THIS TIME A GREAT STRUGGLE WENT ON IN THE HEAVENLIES. ~
PANIEL FASTED PARTIALLY PURING THIS TIME. HE ABSTAINEDP FROM
EATING RICH MEATS AND ATE SIMPLE FOOP. AT THE END OF THE THREE
WEEKS, AN ANGEL CAME TO PANIEL ANP TOLP HIM HE WAS “HIGHLY
ESTEEMEDP” BY 6OP (10:11). HE ALSO TOLP HIM THAT HE HAD BEEN
TRYING TO COME TO HIM, BUT WAS HINPEREP BY THE EVIL SPIRIT THAT
RULES OVER PERSIA FOR 2| PAYS. FROM THE MOMENT THAT PANIEL
BEGAN TO PRAY, HIS REQUEST HAP BEEN HEARPD. BUT IT TOOK ZI PAYS
FOR THE ANSWER TO COME (10:1Z, 13). GOP POESN’'T ALWAYS ANSWER
OUR PRAYERS IMMEPIATELY. BUT IF WE PERSIST IN PRAYER, THE
ANSWER WILL PEFINITELY COME.

REMEMBER, HOWEVER, THAT THIS INCIPENT OF AN EVIL SPIRIT RESISTING

MICHAEL TOOK PLACE BEFORE JESUS PIEP ON THE CROSS. AT THAT
TIME SATAN AND HIS PEMONS HAP NOT YET BEEN PEFEATEP. TODPAY WE
PON’T NEEP ZI PAYS TO OVERCOME A PEMON. JESUS NEVER TOOK ZI
PAYS TO CAST OUT ANY PEMON. NOW THAT EVERY PEMON HAS BEEN J
PEFEATED BY OUR LORD, WE OPERATE FROM A COMPLETELY PIFFERENT
POSITION THAN PANIEL PID. TOPAY, IF We SUBMIT TO GOP AND RESIST
THE PEVIL, HE WILL FLEE FROM US IMMEPIATELY (JAMES 4:7). HIS
ACTIVITIES CAN BE RESTRAINED AND HE HIMSELF WILL BE UNPER OUR
FEET VERY SOON (ROMANS 16:20).

132 1S A VERY SIGNIFICANT VERSE THAT TEACHES THAT IN THE LAST
PAYS THERE WILL BE COMPROMISERS AS WELL AS WHOLEHEARTEP
DISCIPLES OF THE LORD. THE COMPROMISERS WILL, WITH “SMOOTH
WORPS, TURN TO GOPLESSNESS THOSE WHO ACT WICKEPLY TOWARD
FULFILMENT. 1T WAS FIRST FULFILLER IN THE TIME OF THE COVENANT”. BUT THE WHOLEHEARTEP WILL “KNOW 60D AND BE
ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANES AROUND 70 B.C. IT WILL BE B j
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FULFILLEP AGAIN IN THE TIME OF THE ANTICHRIST
IN THE LAST DAYS. IN I1:2, Il:6 REFERS TO THE C "/ e -

MANY THINGS WRITTEN IN CHAPTER Il HAVE A PUAL

EGYPTIAN KING PTOLEMY’S PAUGHTER BERNICE

BEING MARRIEP KING ANTIOCHUS ITI OF SYRIA. II:10 :‘ '
REFERS TO ANTIOCHUS III. lI:I6 REFERS TO SYRIA'S ?"'*
CONQUEST OF PALESTINE. IN II:18 WE REAP OF SYRIA'S
PEFEAT AT THE HANDPS OF ROME. II:Z| REFERS TO —— -

ANTIOCHUS TV ALSO KNOWN AS ANTIOCHUS IN THOSE PAYS, “THOSE WHO HAVE INSIGHT WILL &lve
EPIPHANES (THE TYPE OF THE ANTICHRIST). I1:3| UNPERSTANPING TO MANY. MANY TEACHERS WILL BE KILLEP BY THE
REFERS TO THIS ANTIOCHUS SACRIFICING A P& ON FIRE AND BY THE SWORP ANPD WILL SUFFER IN OTHER WAYS TOO.

THE ALTAR IN THE TEMPLE IN JERUSALEM. k SOME WILL FALL VICTIM TO PERSECUTION AND WILL BE REFINED AND
CLEANSEP AND MAPE PURE” (I1:32--35).
—_—
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r 1:36 REFERS TO THE ANTICHRIST 11:38 REFERS TO THE WORSHIP OF THEN WE REAP ABOUT

AGAIN: “THE KING WILL DO AS HE POWER AND WEALTH THAT WILL THE GREAT TRIBULATION

PLEASES, AND HE WILL EXALT AND BE PREVALENT EVERYWHERE IN IN TIME OF THE
y  MAGNIFY HIMSELF ABOVE EVERY THE LAST PAYS. [1:39 REFERS TO ANTICHRIST IN (12:1).

GOD AND WILL SPEAK MONSTROUS THE HELP THE ANTICHRIST WILL \

THINGS AGAINST THE GOP OF GET FROM DEMONS. HE WILL RULE THEN OF THE TWO RESURRECTIONS -- ONE

¢ &0PS; AND HE WILL PROSPER IN JERUSALEM BUT HIS ENP WILL [ TO EVER- LASTING LIFE AND ONE TO

UNTIL THE INPIGNATION IS FINISHED. COME VERY QUICKLY PISGRACE AND SHAME (12:2).
!
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? THOSE WHO ARE WISE IN THIS i AND THOSE WHO TURN MANY TO
WORLD ARE ASSURED THAT THEY RIGHTEOUSNESS IN THIS WORLD
WILL SHINE AS BRIGHT AS THE WILL SHINE 2S THE STARS
NOONPAY sKY IN THE FINAL PAY. FOREVER (12:3).

THE BOOK OF PANIEL WILL BE A SEALEP BOOK,
NOT CAPABLE OF BEING UNPERSTOOP UNTIL
THE LAST paYs (12:4, 9).

|

) THO SIGHIFICANT FROPHEGIES ABOUT THE Leat IT IS PROPHESIED HERE THAT KNOWLEPGE ALSO WILL

==

4

PAYS ARE FOUND HERE IN 12:4: “MANY WILL 60

INCREASE IN THE LAST PAYS. WE SEE THAT BEING
BlCk Ll FOSTH' AN CNOWLEPISE WiLL FULFILLEP IN OUR LIFETIME TOO. ALL THE SCIENTIFIC
INCREASE." TRAVIEL WILL. INCREASE KNOWLEPGE THAT MAN ACCUMULATEP OVER A PERIOP OF
‘ CONSIPERABLY IN THE LAST PAYS. FROM THE TIME 5900 YEARS (FROM THE TIME OF ADAM TO (939),

OF APAM UNTIL THE MIP-I9TH CENTURY MAN’S
SPEED OF TRAVEL WAS THE SPEED OF A HORSE.

INCREASED BY TWENTY TIMES WITHIN 40 YEARS (FROM
1939 TO 1979). ANP SINCE THEN IT HAS BEEN INCREASING
AT AN ASTOUNPING PACE. A GRAPH OF MAN'S
INCREASE IN KNOWLEDGE WOULD SHOW A VERY FLAT
GRADIENT FOR 99% OF HIS HISTORY AND THEN A SUPPEN
NOW WORLP- — SHARP RISE UPWARPS TO ABOUT HUNPRED TIMES THE

TRAVELLERS 4 A HEIGHT IN THIS LAST PERIOD OF MAN’S HISTORY.

NUMBER IN THE

MILLIONS

ANDP MAN HAS TiMmg
TRAVELLED EVEN

TO THE MOONI
<,
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6\ PANIEL HIMSELF COULP NOT UNPERSTAND
WHAT He PROPHESIEP (12:9) BUT HE WAS TOLP
TO GO HIS WAY FAITHFULLY UNTIL THE END OF
HIS LIFE AND HE WOULP THEN BE REWARPEP
WITH THE PLACE APPOINTED FOR HIM (12:9, I3).

®\s — D

Y




