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IN CHAPTER 6 WE READ ABOUT THE DISCIPLES
INCREASING IN NUMBER AND COMPLAINTS
BEGINNING. THIS HAS BEEN THE PROBLEM IN

ALL CHURCHES, WHEN THEY GROW IN SIZE.

WHEN A CHURCH STARTS, IT IS SMALL, AND
ONE CAN BE FAIRLY CERTAIN THAT EVERYONE IS
THE APOSTLES PIPN’T 60 AWAY AFTER THIS, WITH THEIR HEAPS A PISCIPLE. BUT WHEN IT BECOMES LARGE,
HANGING POWN. THEY CONSIDEREPD IT A GREAT HONOUR. IT WAS MANY OF THE NEWCOMERS ARE RELATIVES
AS IF THEY HAD BEEN GIVEN A GALLANTRY AWARPD BY A KING. AS OF THE ORIGINAL PISCIPLES -- AND THEY MAY
JESUS HAD TOLP THEM TO PO, THEY “LEAPEP FOR JOY”. NOT BE PISCIPLES THEMSELVES.

MOST COMPLAINTS IN CHURCHES ARE
RELATED TO EARTHLY THINGS. THE
COMPLAINT HERE WAS ABOUT FOOP. THE
GREEK WIPOWS COMPLAINED THAT THE
JEWS WERE FAVOURING THEIR OWN WIDOWS
IN THE PISTRIBUTION OF FOOP. IT WAS A
PROBLEM ON COMMUNAL LINES, JUST AS IT
1S IN MANY CHURCHES TOPAY.

THE APOSTLES WERE WISE. THEY SAID, “WE CAN'T 6O
INTO THE FOOP-PISTRIBUTION BUSINESS, BECAUSE THAT
1S NOT OUR CALLING. WE WILL PEVOTE OURSELVES TO
PRAYER AND TO THE MINISTRY OF THE WORP” (6:4). IF
YOU ARE CALLEP AND GIFTEP BY GOP TO PREACH THE
WORP OF GOD, PON'T EVER BACKSLIPE FROM THAT
CALLING TO BECOME THE PIRECTOR OF SOME CHRISTIAN
ORGANISATION THAT OFFERS YOU A 600P SALARY.

LIKE ELISHA, WHO STARTEPD BY SERVING
ELIJAH AND LATER BECAME A PROPHET,
THESE TWO MEN ALSO FAITHFULLY
SERVED THE WIPOWS -- AND LATER, 6OP
GAVE THEM A WIPE PREACHING MINISTRY.
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STEPHEN BECAME THE FIRST MARTYR. PHILIP WENT TO SAMARIA
AND BROUGHT A GREAT REVIVAL THERE AND BECAME GOP’S
CHANNEL TO SENP THE GOSPEL TO ETHIOPIA BY BRINGING THE
ETHIOPIAN FINANCE MINISTER TO THE LORPD (ACTS 8)
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STEPHEN WENT ON TO ASK THEM, "WHICH OF THE
PROPHETS PIP YOUR FATHERS NOT PERSECUTEZ"
§ (7:52). EVERY SINGLE PROPHET IN OLP TESTAMENT §
TIMES WAS UNPOPULAR ANP PERSECUTEP. '

A TRUE PROPHET 1S ALWAYS CONTROVERSIAL.
S0 PROPHETS ARE ALWAYS PERSECUTEP, UNLIKE
TEACHERS AND EVANGELISTS. STEPHEN

IT IS WRITTEN ABOUT STEPHEN THAT WHEN HE PREACHEP TO PREACHEPD IN SUCH A WAY THAT THEY WERE
THE JEWISH RELIGIOUS LEAPERS, THEY COULD NOT REFUTE CONVICTEP. THIS MAPE THEM S0 ANGRY THAT
THE WISPOM AND THE SPIRIT WITH WHICH HE SPOKE (6:10). THEY KILLED HIM. HE WAS THE FIRST MARTYR IN
THAT CAN BE OUR EXPERIENCE TOO, WHEN WE SPEAK. THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH (7:54, 55).

\- IN THE WORPS WRITTEN ABOUT STEPHEN IN 7:55--60, WE SEE SOME MARKS OF A TRULY SPIRIT-FILLEP PROPHET:
\ . :

I. HIS MIND IS STEAPFASTLY : )
SET ON HEAVENLY THINGS. |
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' 6. HE IS PERSECUTEP AND AT TIMES KILLEP. 7. HE FORGIVES HIS PERSECUTORS AND PRAYS FOR THEM. i
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GOD ALLOWEP STEPHEN TO BE KILLED FOR MANY REASONS -- WHEN THE ROMAN CENTURION HEARD THE
ONE OF WHICH WAS THE CONVERSION OF SAUL OF TARSUS. T WAY JESUS PRAYEP FOR THOSE WHO
WONDER IF PAUL WOULD HAVE BEEN CONVERTED IF HE HAD NOT CRUCIFIEP HIM, HE WAS CONVINCEP THAT
SEEN STEPHEN'S ATTITUPE WHEN HE WAS BEING KILLEP: JESUS WAS THE SON OF GOP.

B WHEN PAUL HEARD THE WAY STEPHEN PRAYED,
d HIS CONSCIENCE BEGAN TO PRICK HIM AND HE

BEGAN TO THINK, “THIS CANNOT BE A FALSE

} RELIGION. MAYBE I AM WRONG.” LATER, ON THE

PAMASCUS ROAD, THE LORD TOLD HIM, “IT IS

HARP FOR YOU TO KEEP ON KICKING AGAINST
THE PRICKS OF YOUR CONSCIENCE” (ALTS

26:14) -- AND HE WAS CONVERTEP.

PAUL WAS JUST THE FIRST OF MANY THOUSANDS WHO HAVE
BEEN CONVERTEPD IN THE PAST 2000 YEARS BY SEEING THE
GOPLY REALTION OF CHRISTIANS TO PERSECUTION. BUT TO

IN CHAPTER 8, WE READ OF A GREAT REVIVAL IN SAMARIA THAT
CAME THROUGH THE PREACHING OF PHILIP -- A MAN WHO HAD
STARTEP HIS MINISTRY BY SERVING FOOP TO POOR WIPOWS.




WE SEE THE PHRASE “BAPTIZED IN THE NAME OF JESUS”
OCCURRING FOUR TIMES IN ACTS (2:38; 8:16; 10:48; 19:5). BUT
JESUS COMMANDEPD HIS APOSTLES TO “BAPTIZE IN THE NAME OF
THE FATHER, AND THE SON AND THE HOLY SPIRIT” (MATTHEW
28:(9). HOW PO We EXPLAIN THIS APPARENT PIFFERENCE?
HERE ARE THREE PRINCIPLES TO BE BORNE IN MIND WHEN
INTERPRETING THE NEW TESTAMENT:

.. BAPTISING THEM [N
THE NAME OF THE
FATHER, AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY SPIRIT..

. WHEN TWOQ SCRIPTURES APPEAR TO CONTRAPICT EACH OTHER,
BOTH ARE TRUE -- THE CONTRAPICTION IS ONLY APPARENT.

Z. WHENEVER IN POUBT AS TO WHICH OF TWO APPARENTLY
CONTRAPICTORY PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE TO OBEY, ALWAYS OBEY
THE CLEAR COMMAND OF THE LORD JESUS.

3. NEVER MAKE A HISTORICAL PASSAGE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT A i 4

BASIS FOR ANY POCTRINE. o Z b

THE EXPLANATION IN THIS CASE - NON-CHRISTIANS ( EG THE EGYPTIANS, GREEKS AND ROMANS ) ALSO HAP THEIR
TRINITIES. 50 WHEN THE APOSTLES BAPTISED, IN ORPER TO IPENTIFY THE TRINITY AS THE CHRISTIAN TRINITY,

THEY BAPTISED “IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, THE SON THE LORP JESUS CHRIST AND THE HOLY SPIRIT”.
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UNFORTUNATELY NOWADPAYS, MANY CHRISTIAN TV
PREACHERS AND PASTORS ARE ALSO PREACHING
THAT YOU CAN GET 60P’S BLESSINGS BY GIVING
MONEY TO 60D -- THROUGH HIS SERVANTS; AND
MILLIONS OF CHRISTIANS ARE BEING PECEIVEP.

WHEN SIMON THE MAGICIAN IN SAMARIA SAW PEOPLE
RECEIVING THE HOLY SPIRIT THROUGH PETER LAYING HANDS
ON THEM, HE OFFERED PETER MONEY FOR THIS POWER.
HERE WE HAVE THE FIRST EXAMPLE IN THE CHRISTIAN AGE
OF SOMEONE TRYING TO BUY &0P’S BLESSING WITH MONEY.
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PETER REFUSEP T0 RECEIVE SUCH MONEY -- UNLIKE MOST OF TOPAY’S PREACHERS. HE TOLD SIMON, “YOUR
MONEY PERISH WITH YOU, BECAUSE YOU THOUGHT YOU COULP BUY THE GIFT OF 60P WITH MONEY. YOUR HEART |5
NOT RIGHT WITH GOP” (8:20, Z1). MANY RICH PEOPLE TRY TO BRIBE PREACHERS TOPAY BY GIVING THEM MONEY
FOR THEIR MINISTRY. IF WE SENSE THAT A MAN’'S HEART IS NOT RIGHT, WE MUST REFUSE TO RECEIVE HIS MONEY.

IN CHAPTER 9, WHEN SAUL MET THE LORDP ON THE PAMASCUS ROAD, HE ASKED THE LORP TWO QUESTIONS: “WHO
ARE YOU, LORPZ WHAT WILL YOU HAVE ME TO POZ” (VERSE 5 - KJV). THESE WERE TWO QUESTIONS THAT He
KEPT ON ASKING THE LORD ALL THROUGH HIS LIFE. AT THE ENP OF HIS LIFE HE SAYS THAT HIS PASSION IS TO “"KNOW
CHRIST MORE” ANP TO "PRESS TOWARD THE MARK TO FULFIL THE WILL OF 60P” (PHILIPPIANS 3:10, 13).

THERE WAS A MAN CALLED ANANIAS IN PAMASCUS WHO WAS
SENSITIVE TO THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND WHO HEARD THE LORD
THE LORD PID NOT SHOW HIM THE WHOLE PLAN TELL HIM TO 60 TO THE PLACE WHERE SAUL WAS STAYING AND
FOR HIS LIFE INITIALLY. HE SHOWED HIM STEP BY B PRAY FOR HIM. WHEN THE LORP TELLS YOU TO 60 SOME-
STEF. "&0 INTO THE CITY ANP T WILL TELL YOU WHERE, YOU CAN BE CERTAIN THAT HE HAS PREPAREPD
WHAT T0 D0” -- WAS THE FIRST STEP (VErse 6). Ml peopLE AT THE OTHER ENP TO RECEIVE YOUR MINISTRY.




ANANIAS WAS A HUMBLE, UNKNOWN
BROTHER WHOM &0P USEP TO PRAY
FOR SAUL TO BE FILLEP WITH THE
HOLY SPIRIT SO THAT SAUL COULP
BECOME THE MIGHTIEST APOSTLE

IN THE FIRST CENTURY.

e

IN 9:25, WE REAP HOW PAUL HAP TO BE LOWEREPD IN A BASKET THROUGH A WINPOW TO ESCAPE BEING A
KILLED. IN Z CORINTHIANS (1:3Z, 33, PAUL RELATED THIS HUMILIATING INCIPENT TO THE CORINTHIANS TO
SHOW HOW GOP HUMBLEPR HIM. IN ACTS 8, WE SAW HOW GO0P LIFTEP PHILIP UP AND TRANSPORTEPD HIM TO
ANOTHER PLACE. GOD COULP HAVE EASILY PONE THAT FOR PAUL HERE T0O, WHEN THE PEOPLE WERE TRYING
TO KILL HIM. BUT 60P’S WAYS ARE NOT THE SAME ALWAYS. AT TIMES, WE HAVE TO 60 THROUGH
HUMILIATING WAYS TO ESCAPE FROM OUR ENEMIES. BUT HE SAVES US ONE WAY OR THE OTHER.
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IN CHAPTER 10, WE READ OF THE
GOSPEL GOING TO NON-JEWS FOR THE
FIRST TIME. THE LORP HAD TOLD HIS
DISCIPLES THAT THEY WOULD BE HIS
WITNESSES IN JERUSALEM, JUPEA,
SAMARIA AND THEN TO THE ENPS OF
THE EARTH. IN CHAPTER 2, THEY
STARTED WITH THE JEWS IN JERUSALEM
AND JUDEA. THEN IN CHAPTER 8, THEY
WENT TO THE SAMARITANS. AND NOW
IT WAS MOVING TO NON-JEWS FOR THE
FIRST TIME. PETER WAS GIVEN THE
PRIVILEGE TO OPEN THE POORS TO THE
JEWS AND ALSO TO THE NON-JEWS.
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CORNELIUS WAS A MAN WHO KNEW NOTHING OF
THE BIBLE OR OF GOD. BUT HE WAS A PEVOUT
MAN WHO PRAYEP TO GOP CONTINUALLY ANP
HELPED THE POOR GENEROUSLY (l0:2).

e

AN ANGEL APPEARED TO HIM AND TOLD HIM THAT
BOTH HIS PRAYERS AND HIS ALMS HAP BEEN

ACCEPTEPD BY 60D (VERSE 4). S0 WE SEE THAT 60P

LISTENS TO THE PRAYERS OF NON-CHRISTIANS TOO, IF

THEY ARE GOP-FEARING AND SINCERE..

.. AND HE LEAPS THEM TO CHRIST WHO IS
THE ONLY WAY TO THE FATHER (JOHN 14:6).




IN THIS VISION, PETER SAW A SHEET CONTAINING
CLEAN AND UNCLEAN ANIMALS AND HE HEARD A
VOICE ASKING HIM TO KILL THEM AND EAT THEM.
PETER REFUSEP TO PO S0 SAYING HE HADP NEVER
EATEN ANYTHING UNCLEAN. BUT &OP TOLPD HIM NOT TO
CALL ANYTHING UNCLEAN THAT GOP HAP CLEANSEP.
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W PETER WAS PERPLEXEPD AS TO THE MEANING OF THIS
VISION WHEN THE MESSENGERS FROM CORNELIUS
REACHED PETER’S HOUSE WITH THE MESSAGE THAT

AN ANGEL HAD TOLD CORNELIUS TO SEND FOR PETER.
THEN PETER UNPERSTOOP THAT GOP WAS TELLING

HIM TO &0 TO THE HOUSE OF THIS NON-JEWISH MAN

WHOM THE JEWS CONSIDERED UNCLEAN.
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MANY CHRISTIANS, LIKE PETER, IMAGINE THEMSELVES
TO BE SUPERIOR T0 NON-CHRISTIANS. BUT SOME
NON-CHPRISTIANS, LIKE CORNELIUS, ARE MORE 60P-
FEARING THAN MANY CHRISTIANS. PETER ALSO FELT
THAT HE WAS PURER THAN NON-JEWS. PETER WAS S0
STUBBORN IN HIS OPINION THAT GOP HAP TO GIVE HIM
A VISION TO CHANGE HIS OPINION
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I AM SURE THE ANGEL COULD HAVE
EXPLAINED THE 6O0SPEL TEN TIMES
BETTER THAN PETER. BUT PETER HAD

i THE EXPERIENCE OF SALVATION WHICH

| THE ANGEL DID NOT HAVE. ONLY A SINNER

SAVED BY GRACE CAN TELL ANOTHER

SINNER ABOUT SALVATION.
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WHEN PETER CAME TO CORNELIUS’ HOUSE, HE sAID,
“NOW I UNPERSTANPD THAT IN EVERY NATION THE MAN
WHO FEARS GOP AND POES WHAT IS RIGHT 1S WELCOME
TO HIM” (10:35). (AND NOT ONLY IN EVERY NATION, BUT
3 IN EVERY PENOMINATION TOO). 6OP WELCOMES
M THOSE WHO FEAR HIM, IN EVERY RELIGION AND LEADPS
THEM TO CHRIST S0 THAT THEY CAN BE SAVEPD.
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“JESUS OF NAZARETH -- GOP ANOINTEP HIM WITH
THE HOLY SPIRIT AND WITH POWER, AND HE WENT
ABOUT POING 6OOP AND HEALING ALL WHO WERE

OPPRESSEP BY THE PEVIL, FOR 60P WAS WITH
HIM.” EVEN IN JESUS’ LIFE, IT WAS POWER THAT WAS
THE EVIPENCE OF THE ANOINTING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

AND WITH THAT POWER, JESUS PIP 600P AND
PELIVERED PEQPLE FROM SATAN'S OPPRESSIONS.
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WE ARE SURROUNPEPD BY PEOPLE WHO ARE OPPRESSEPD BY SATAN -- PEOPLE WHO ARE PISCOURAGEPD, UNHAPPILY
MARRIEP, HARASSED, NEGLECTEP BY THEIR PARENTS, AND SOME CONTEMPLATING SUICIPE. 60D HAS PLACEPD US IN THE
MIPST OF SUCH PEOPLE SO THAT WE CAN HELP THEM TO BE FREE FROM SIN AND FROM SATAN -- AND THUS HAPPY. IF
EVEN JESUS NEEDED TO BE ANOINTEP BY THE HOLY SPIRIT TO FULFIL THIS MINISTRY, HOW MUCH MORE WE!

WE READP THAT WHEN JESUS WAS ANOINTED, "GOP WAS WITH HIM.” AND WHEN WE ARE ANOINTEP WITH THE
HOLY SPIRIT, 6OP WILL BE WITH US TOO. WHEN WE STANP IN THE PULPIT TO PREACH &0P’S WORD OR WHEN
WE G0 TO0 CAST OUT A PEMON FROM SOMEONE, 60P WILL BE WITH US TO BLESS PEOPLE.

IN 11:28, WE READ OF A PROPHET AGABUS PROPHESYING THAT THERE WOULD BE A FAMINE ALL OVER THE
WORLP. HE PIPN’T SAY EXACTLY WHEN IT WOULDP HAPPEN, BECAUSE JESUS SAID THAT “THE TIMES AND
EPOCHS ARE IN THE FATHER’S HANP” (ACTS I:7). BUT IT PIP TAKE PLACE SOON THEREAFTER.

THERE IS A PIFFERENCE BETWEEN OLP-COVENANT NOW THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT CAN PWELL WITHIN
PROPHECY AND NEW-COVENANT PROPHECY. UNDER EVERYONE, THERE IS NO NEEP FOR ANY PROPHET TO GIve
THE OLP COVENANT, PEOPLE WOULD ASK THE PIRECTIVE PROPHELY TO ANY CHILP OF 60P, TELLING
PROPHETS FOR GUIPANCE AS TO WHAT TO PO AND HIM WHAT TO PO. IF He POES THAT, THE PROPHET WOULP
THE PROPHET WOULPD PIRECT THEM TELLING THEM BE TAKING THE PLACE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT AND
WHAT GOP HAP TOLP HIM TO TELL THEM. CONNECLTING PEOPLE TO HIMSELF AND NOT TO CHRIST.




THERE ARE MANY PASTORS AND SELF-APPOINTEP "PROPHETS” NOWADAYS WHO TELL PEOPLE WHAT TO PO, WHERE T0 &0,
WHOM T0 MARRY, ETC. ALL SUCH PEQPLE ARE ACTUALLY HINPERING THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, FOR THEY &IVE
PEQOPLE THE IMPRESSION THAT GOP WILL NOT SPEAK TO THEM PIRELTLY. SUCH PROPHETS ARE (KNOWINGLY OR
UNKNOWINGLY) INSPIREP BY SATAN, FOR THEY COME BETWEEN PEOPLE AND THE LORP. THE HOLY SPIRIT JEALOUSLY
DESIRES THAT YOU BE CONNECTEP TO CHRIST $0 INTIMATELY, THAT NO-ONE CAN COME BETWEEN YOU AND HIM.

o AND  HERE'S MY Bkl o
FARr \

IT 8AYS ABOUT THE ANTICHRIST THAT HE WILL SIT “IN THE
TEMPLE OF GOP PISPLAYING HIMSELF AS BEING 6OP” (2
THESSALONIANS 2:4). THERE ARE FALSE PROPHETS TODAY WHO
HAVE THIS SPIRIT OF THE ANTICHRIST WHO ARE SITTING IN THE
CHURCH (60P’S TEMPLE), TAKING THE PLACE OF 60P -- ANP
TELLING PEOPLE WHAT 6OP’S WILL FOR THEIR LIVES IS.

YET ANOTHER PROOF THAT THESE SELF-
APPOINTEP "PROPHETS” ARE FALSE PROPHETS
1S THAT ALMOST ALL OF THEM EXPECT MONEY
FROM PEQPLE AFTER THEY HAVE PROPHESIEP TO
THEM —- EXACTLY LIKE A POCTOR WHO COLLECTS
HIS CONSULTATION Fees!!

ALL COLLECTION OF MONEY THAT WE REAP OF IN THE NEW }

WHAT PIP AGABUS, A TRUE PROPHET, PO HERE? HE SAID | TESTAMENT WAS ALWAYS FOR THE POOR SAINTS IN THE
THAT THERE WOULD BE A FAMINE. HE PID IT TELL THEM WHAT ;?5 CHURCHES. WE NEVER REAP OF PAUL OR ANY APOSTLE
TO PO. THE BELIEVERS IN ANTIOCH THEN SOUGHT GOP AND Bl ASKING ANYONE TO TAKE A COLLECTION FOR THEMSELVES

THE HOLY SPIRIT HIMSELF TOLD THEM WHAT TO PO. THEY ! OR FOR THEIR MINISTRY. PAUL WORKEP TO SUPPORT
COLLECTEDP SOME MONEY AND SENT IT TO THE POOR SAINTS. HIMSELF AND TRUSTED THE LORP TO PROVIPE.




THE COLLECTION FROM ANTIOCH
WAS SENT TO JERUSALEM
THROUGH BARNABAS AND SAUL
(ACTS 11:29, 30). THERE WAS A
HUGE WALL OF SEPARATION
BETWEEN THE JEWS AND THE
GENTILES. BUT &OP USED A
FAMINE TO BRING THE
GENTILES IN ANTIOCH CLOSER
TO THE JEWS IN JERUSALEM.
SOME OF THE TROUBLES AND
TRIALS THAT &OP SENDS INTO
OUR LIVES ANDP OUR CHURCHES
ARE PESIGNED BY HIM TO BRING
US CLOSER TO EACH OTHER.

-

IN CHAPTER IZ, WE READ THAT JAMES WAS KILLEP BY
HEROD. HEROD THEN IMPRISONEDP PETER AS WELL. BUT
THE CHURCH PRAYED FERVENTLY FOR HIS RELEASE AND
HE WAS MIRACULOUSLY RELEASEPD (12:5--16). GOP COULP
HAVE PELIVERED JAMES AS EASILY AS HE DELIVERED
PETER. BUT WHEN A MAN’S TIME ON EARTH IS OVER IN
GOD’'S PIARY, GOP JUST TAKES HIM HOME TO HEAVEN.

WHEN A BELIEVER IS SICK IN A HOSPITAL, THE OTHER
BELIEVERS MAY PROVIDE FOOP OR PAY FOR HIS
HOSPITAL EXPENSES. THUS WHEN THE SICK PERSON
COMES OUT OF HOSPITAL, HE WILL BE MORE CLOSELY
LINKEPD TO THE BODY OF CHRIST. S0 WE CAN &IVE
THANKS EVEN FOR SICKNESSES THAT 60D PERMITS.

m:/* IN CHAPTER |3, WE READ ABOUT THE FIRST GREAT
‘ il Ny MISSIONARY MOVEMENT OUT OF ANTIOCH. BARNABAS
A1 o AND SAUL WHO HAD GONE TO JERUSALEM WITH THE
MONEY FROM ANTIOCH HAD SEEN THE AMAZING
RELEASE OF PETER AND WERE CHALLENGEP. THEY
HAD GONE TO JERUSALEM TO BLESS THE PEOPLE
MATERIALLY, BUT GOT A SPIRITUAL BLESSING IN |
RETURN, BY SEEING WHAT PRAYER COULP PO.

A
WHEN PETER TESTIFIED AT THAT PRAYER-MEETING, JAMES'S
MOTHER WOULD HAVE WONPERED WHY 60D PIPN’T DELIVER
HER SON AS WELL. IF SHE WERE A GOPLY WOMAN, SHE
WOULD HAVE RECOENISED THE SOVEREIEGNTY OF 60D AND

REJOICEP WITH PETER’S FAMILY MEMBERS AT HIS RELEASE.




WHEN THEY RETURNED TO ANTIOCH,
THEY TAUGHT THE ELDPERS THERE
WHAT THEY HAD LEARNT ABOUT
PRAYER (I13:1, 2). AND THEY ALL
PECIPED TO FAST ANP WORSHIP &OP.
THEY WERE WORSHIPPING GOD, ASKING
FOR NOTHING. I1T'Ss WONPERFUL TO
FAST AND JUST WORSHIF.

&OD SPOKE TO THEM SAYING, “SET APART BARNABAS
AND SAUL FOR THE WORK TO WHICH I HAavE (ALREAPY)
CALLED THEM” (13:2). WHENEVER GOP CALLS ANYONE,

IT WILL ALWAYS BE PERSONALLY AND PRIVATELY. IT
MAY BE CONFIRMEPD IN PUBLIC LATER, AS HERE. SAUL

AND BARNABAS HAD ALREAPY HEARD THE CALL.

IN I3:36, WE READ THAT "PAVIP SERVED HIS OWN GENERATION IN THE WILL OF GOD AND THEN FELL ASLEEP”. WE ARE ALL
CALLED TO SERVE OUR OWN GENERATION BY POING THE WILL OF GOP. TO PO THAT, YOU MUST BE A MAN LIKE PAVIP, ABOUT
WHOM GOP COULP S4Y, “I HAVE FOUNP DPAVID, A MAN AFTER MY OWN HEART WHO WILL FULFIL ALL MY WILL’ (VERSE 22).

IN CHAPTER |4, WE REAP HOW THE LORD HEALED A LAME MAN THROUGH PAUL. IT IS INTERESTING TO SEE THE
FICKLENESS OF THE CROWPS IN LYSTRA. ONE MOMENT THEY WERE REAPY TO WORSHIP PAUL AND BARNABAS AS 60DS,
BUT VERY SOON THEY WANTED TO KILL THEM (VERSES |3 ANP 19). JESUS HAD A SIMILAR EXPERIENCE (LUKE 4:22 28, 29)




THEY STONEP PAUL AND PRAGGEP HIM OUTSIDE
THE CITY, SUPPOSING HIM TO BE PEAP. POES &OP
ALLOW HIS GREATEST SERVANTS TO BE TREATEP

BUT THEY COULPN’T KILL JESUS AND THEY COULPN'T KILL PAUL,
BECAUSE 60P’S TIME FOR THEM HAP NOT COME. HE PIP NOT STOP
VIL PEQPLE FROM KILLING JESUS (WHEN HIS TIME CAME). GOD PID
NOT STOP EVIL PEOPLE FROM KILLING THE EARLY APOSTLES.

LIKE THIS BY OTHERSZ HE POES -- EVEN TOPAY.
SOME OF THE GREATEST SERVANTS OF JESUS
CHRIST IN HISTORY HAVE BEEN KILLED

IN Z CORINTHIANS 12, PAUL SPEAKS OF AN EXPERIENCE

THAT HE HAD /4 YEARS EARLIER OF BEING TAKEN UP TO
THE THIRD HEAVEN AND COMING BACK TO EARTH. THAT
MAY HAVE HAPPENED AT THIS TIME WHEN HE WAS
STONEP IN LYSTRA. WHILE HIS BOPY WAS LYING ON THE
GROUND OUTSIDE LYSTRA, GOP MAY HAVE TAKEN HIM UP
FOR A SHORT TRIP TO THE THIRD HEAVEN!! YOU CAN BE
CERTAIN THAT IF GOP ALLOWS YOU TO FACE INTENSE
SUFFERING, HE WILL ALSO GIVE YOU SOME PRECIOUS
REWARPS TO COMPENSATE FOR THAT SUFFERING.

WE CAN ENTER GOP’S KINGPOM
ONLY THROUGH TRIBULATION

IN 14:Z1, WE REAP THAT PAUL WENT BACK TO LYSTRA TO
PREACH. HE WAS NOT AFRAIP TO G0 BACK TO THE CITY
WHERE HE HAD BEEN STONEP. HEe STRENGTHENEP
THE PISCIPLES THERE BY TELLING THEM (FROM HIS
OWN EXPERIENCE NOW), THAT “WE CAN ENTER 60P’S
KINGPOM ONLY THROUGH TRIBULATION” (VERSE 22).
PAUL HAD THE SPIRITUAL AUTHORITY TO MAKE SUCH
A STATEMENT, FOR HE STOOP THERE WITH THE SCARS
AND WOUNPS OF TRIBULATION ON HIS BOPY.




