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HIS LETTER TELLS US ABOUT A 600P ELPER AND IT ALSO TEACHES US SOME FUNPAMENTAL PRINCIPLES
A BAP ELDER. THE 600P ELDER IS PEMETRIUS OF SERVING GOPD -- ESPECIALLY IN RELATION TO MONEY.
(1:1Z) ANP THE BAP ELDER IS PIOTREPHES (I:9). THIS LETTER WAS WRITTEN TO A BROTHER NAMED GAIUS.

IN 1:Z, WHEN JOHN SAYS, “BELOVED, I PRAY THAT ] WAS JESUS A RICH MANZ NOT AT ALL. HE HIMSELF sAIP
IN ALL RESPECLTS YOU MAY PROSPER ANP BE IN : THAT AT TIMES HE PIP NOT EVEN HAVE A PLACE TO LAY HIS
GO0P HEALTH, JUST AS YOUR SOUL PROSPERS”, HEAP. TO PROVE A POINT ONCE, HE HAP TO BORROW A
HE IS ONLY SAYING WHAT WE WOULPD ALL SAY IN A COIN. HE PIPN'T HAVE ONE HIMSELF. TO PAY HIS TAXES, HE
LETTER TO A FRIENP. BUT THIS VERSE HAS HAP TO SEND PETER TO CATCH A FISH AND GET A COIN oUT
BEEN MISINTERPRETEPD BY THOSE WHO PREACH OF ITS MOUTH. THAT CLEARLY PROVES THAT FINANCIAL
THE "HEALTH-WEALTH” GOSPEL WEALTH 1S NOT THE WILL OF 60P FOR ALL HIS CHILDREN.




:4 1S A WONPERFUL {

VERSE: “I HAVE NO
GREATER JOY THAN
THIS, TO HEAR THAT MY
CHILDREN ARE WALKING
IN THE TRUTH.” THIS IS
WHAT EVERY FATHER
AND SPIRITUAL FATHER
(CHURCH-ELDER)
SHOULD HAVE AS HIS
GREATEST JOY.

EVEN MANY CHRISTIAN FATHERS UNFORTUNATELY
FIND THEIR GREATEST JOY IN KNOWING THAT THEIR
CHILPREN ARE EARNING A 600D SALARY.

o,

THERE WERE BROTHERS IN THOSE PAYS TRAVELLING
FROM PLACE TO PLACE PREACHING THE GOSPEL,
AND THEY USUALLY RECEIVEP HOSPITALITY FROM
THE BELIEVERS IN EACH LOCALITY.

WE HAVE TO BE CAREFUL HOWEVER AS TO
WHO We ALLOW T0 STAY IN OUR HOMES —-
FOR THERE ARE MANY WANPERING
PREACHERS WHO SEEK TO TAKE APVANTAGE

OF THE HOSPITALITY OF BELIEVERS.

THERE WERE NO SALARIEP
PREACHERS IN THE FIRST CENTURY.
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| S0 THE PRACTICE IN THOSE PAYS WAS FOR A KNOWN

TRUE SERVANTS OF 60P TRUSTEP 60P TO MOVE
| BROTHER TO INTROPUCE SUCH PREACHERS WITH A PEQPLE’S HEARTS TO PROVIPE THEM WHAT THEY

LETTER TO THE HOME WHERE THEY STAYED. NEEDPED, AS THEY WENT FORTH SEEKING 60P’S
‘ KINGPOM FIRST AND PREACHING THeE GOSPEL.
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HOW SAPLY PIFFERENT IT IS TOPAY WITH CHRISTIAN

WE ALSO SEE IN 17 THAT THE PREACHERS IN THOSE PAYS PREACHERS WHO CONPUCT EVANGELISTIC MEETINGS.
“RECEIVEDP NO MONEY FROM NON-CHRISTIANS”, T0 &IVE A BEFORE THEY PREACH GOD’'S FREE SALVATION TO
TO SUPPORT 6OP’S WORK IS A PRIVILEGE AND AN HONOUR THOSE UNBELIEVERS, THEY PASS A COLLECTION BAG IN

THAT 1S RESERVEP FOR THE CHILPREN OF 6OP ALONE. FRONT OF THEM AND COLLECT THEIR MONEY.

| JOHN 5:19 5AYS THOSE WHO ARE NOT BORN AGAIN ARE THE
CHILPREN OF THE EVIL ONE. POES A COUNTRY EVER COLLECT ELISHA ReEFUSED TO TAKE NAAMAN’S MONEY,
MONEY FROM AN ENEMY IN ORPER TO FIGHT THAT ENEMYZ | BECAUSE NAAMAN WAS AN IPOL-WORSHIPPER.

JOHN THEN WRITES ABOUT PIOTREPHES, THE BAP ELPER.

PIOTREPHES LOVED TO BE A LEAPER. MANY AN ELDER PIGTRERHESIMUST, HAVE SOLGHT, T RISFLACE
STARTS OUT AS A HUMBLE MAN. BUT GRAPUALLY HE CAN JOHN’S AUTHORITY IN HIS CHURCH BY PROMOTING
COME TO A PLACE WHERE HE BECOMES BIG IN HIS OWN EYES. HIMSELF BEFORE HIS CONGREGATION,
v
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PEQPLE WHO HAVE GROWN UP AS CHILPREN UNPER
SOME SPIRITUAL FATHER SUPPENLY BEGIN TO
THINK THAT THEY ARE SOMEBOPY IMPORTANT

AND TURN AGAINST THEIR 60PLY LEADER.

IF YOU ARE FORTUNATE ENOUGH TO HAVE A 60PLY
BROTHER AS YOUR ELPER ANP YOUR GUIPE, RESPECT HIS
APVICE. NO MATTER HOW MUCH GOP ALLOWS YOU TO
GROW, NO MATTER HOW MUCH HE USES YOU, HUMBLE
YOURSELF. THAT BROTHER MAY NOT FORCE HIS AUTHORITY
ON YOU BECAUSE HE IS A GRACIOUS GOPLY MAN.

COME THERE, I WILL POINT OUT HIS SINS TO ALL THE
OTHERS.” JOHN WAS NOT AFRAID OF EXPOSING
ARROGANT ELDERS BEFORE THE CONGREGATION.

BUT JOHN POES NOT PLAN TO &IVE UP. HeE CARES
FOR THE CHURCH THERE AND SO HE SAYS, “WHEN T
\/
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DIOTREPHES WAS A PICTATOR, NOT AN ELDER. THERE ARE
PICTATORS LIKE THAT IN MANY CHURCHES TOPAY, WHO SEEK TO ]
CONTROL THEIR PEOPLE AND NOT SERVE THEM. PON'T EVER STAY
IN SUCH A CHURCH, FOR IT IS BABYLON, THROUGH AND THROUGH.

DIOTREPHES EVEN ACCUSEP JOHN WITH WICKEP
WORDPS BEFORE THE CHURCH (I:10). WE SEE HERE THAT
EVEN JOHN, THE SAINTLIEST MAN ON EARTH AT THAT
TIME, WAS ACCUSEP BY AN ELPER OF A CHURCH.

PIOTREPHES REJECTEP ALL THE BROTHERS
WHOM JOHN SENT TO THAT CHURCH. AND IF
ANYONE IN THE CHURCH RECEIVEDP THOSE

BROTHERS, PIOTREPHES WOULD PUT THAT
PERSON OUT OF THE CHURCH (I:10).

THEN JOHN COMMENDPS PEMETRIUS WHO
HAS RECEIVED A 6GOOP TESTIMONY FROM
EVERYONE AS A 600D ELPER. HE SAYS
THAT THE TRUTH ITSELF BEARS WITNESS
TO PEMETRIUS AS A HUMBLE &0PLY MAN.
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