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ond God gr'an+ed them their request

Samuel is the First of Israel's prophets set
in Canaan The story begon with his mother, | — and each of them had a child through
Hannah, being barren like Sarah, Rebekah whom God Fulfiled a unique purpose. t
and Rachel Al of them prayed to God. is wonderful when a chid is born
= through intense prayer , like Samuel
She said " IF | have a son, 1l give him to
the Lord ' This was a shiftin the
Focus of her prayer From her needs
to God's heed. This is when we get
answers to prayer. Israel had a great
spiritual need at that time. God's people
and their leaders, like Eli were
backslidden so badly. There was no
prophet since the da\/g of Moses.
Hannoh would have recognised this.
Alter somuel was born, she did not
Forget her promise. Samuel grew up to
change the Face of lsrael .

The high priest, Elis sons were worthless, godiess
men, who had no fear of God It is very sad when a
leader’s chidren are immoral and 3odle<;9 The worst

part was that Eli Per‘m'rHed them ‘o take part in the
ministry in the tabernacle They would steal from the
sacrifices and commit adultery with the women in the

temple. And what was Eli's response to ol this? He
should have removed them From Gods work! But
he was a spineless and useless leader. N controst,

Samuel grew up “ in Favour with God and man *




In the midst of these godle;s f;urroundin@;,

Samuel grew up pure. That is an example
For all young people who Find themselves
in such 5odle99 homes or sur‘rouncflngs.
We maybe in a church full of
compromise but let us hot dlow ourselves
to be influenced by that. Ik we can be like
Somuel, steadFast in our devotion to the
Lord, without being corrupted God con
raise us up to be His voice in that
situation, just as Samuel wos. God sent a
messenger to Eli c;aying Elis mirlierry wos
Finished because he had honoured his sons
more than he honoured God. IF we honhour

God, He wil cer‘-l-ahly honour us .

One night, when Samuel was asleep, he heard a voice calling him, ' Samuel, Samuel ' . He thought it was Eli
but it wos God and Samuel said * Speak Lord, your servant is listening ' This is on attitude all of us must
have, throughout the day, to the Lords voice. God did not give Samuel ony warning, saying ' Tonight at
miclniﬁh’r | am going to come and speak to you ' No , Samuel had to be dlert at all times ond so must we .

This enabled Somuel to grow up to be a prophet of God ond the *
Lord did not adllow any of samuel's words to £l to the ar‘ound !
lsn't it wonderful to be dble to spedk Gods word in such a way
that every word goes s-l'r‘aigh-f to people’s hearts | samuel wos a

young man when he started to prophesy. So were Jeremioh,

Ezekiel and Zechariah This is an encouragement to ol of us young

People. We don't have to wait til we are 40 years od to serve the
Lord The secret is to have a |i~s+enh3 attitude to God




I chapter 4 : 3 we read of a time when the
lsraelites were Fighting the philistines and they were
defeated The elders asked themselves and they
concluded that it must be because the ark of the

covenant was not brought there. They didnt rediise
they were defeated because of their sins. The ark

was only a syrrbol They could have the ';ymbol
without God so +hey broualvﬁ the ark into their midst
ond shouted so Ioudly the earth began to shake .

Mony Christions even today imagine that it is only when they shout that God is in their midst. What happened?
Before the ark come, the Phiistines had kiled 4000 Israelites in battle. After the ark came ond Israel had
shouted, ' Hallelujoh, praise the Lord ', the Phiistines kiled 30,000 lsraelites! We can't bring God into a situation
by bringing the symbols or by shouting and praising Him. God looks For people who have a clear conscience.

N Chap’rer 7 wos see Samuel was +r‘avelling

But in many other areas, he was an

s0 much he didnt have time for his -Pamily. etan 4 example. He e
The result ? His sons went a9+r‘ay.

pray For the people, he was sinning |
What on example +or Christian leaders !

Jesus prayed for His 12
disciples regularly. Samuel
understood that too. He was a
man of prayer. Moses and

Samuel are referred to by

God as men of prayer in
Jeremiah ' The effective,
Lervent prayer of a

They took bribes and perverted justice. But
Samuel still aPPoin+ed them as Judﬁes, when God
had never cdled them to this ministry. That was

Saomuel's biggest mistoke. As a young man, riﬁh+ewg man avails much

“( Jomes 5 16 ) But we see

Samuel Pr‘eached to Eli regarcﬁnﬁ his sons and
even Samuel made a mistake

now we see Samuel Pailing in his owh house.




Now we see Kina Saul, who started out as a

humble, young man who had ho interest in
being king He was surprised when he was
anointed and he was changed into another man
when the Holy Spirit came upon him. This
happens to us dlso when we are Filed with the
Ho|y Spirit. We need to experience this

continually. Saul had many good qudlities which

the Lord had seen. Saul was Faithful and

+hor'ou§1 in his work. He was wise. He knew
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how to respect Gods servaonts.
He had a humble opinion of himself He did not boast and did not tell his uncle that Samuel had ancinted him.
He 9+ayea| in the backgr‘ound. He was IongsuN:erin@. He was zealous to help those in heed He was

courageous. He Por‘gave his enemies. These were some of the 300«:{ qualities we see in Saul. Yet in a Few
years, he had lost contact with God lost the anointing of the Spirit, his humility, character and kinadom
We see the first reason in

Choapter 13: 8. Samuel haod told saul
to wait For him and he would
offer a sacrifice to the Lord

Soul waited 7 days ond Samuel did
not come. So Saul decided to
offer the sacrifice himself He
knew that he was hot a priest.
But because he had been blessed
as king he Felt he could go
outside his boundary that God hod
drawn around him. Just becouse
God has blessed us in one
ministrry, does not meon we can
move into another ministry that
God hos hot called us to. But
after a few minutes of offering
the sacrifice, Samuel came .




Samuel told Saul ' Your kinﬁdom shall hot endure now.
You have acted Fodlishly. The Lord how seeks For
somebody who is a man after His own heart " . When
Soul was anointed as Kinﬂ, the Bible says that his head
stood out among the people, For he was taler than
anybody else. Now God was looking For someone
distinguished by their heart not their brains. Christianity
of the head and the heart are vastly ditferent.

Saul deaeher‘a'fed from a wonderful humble young man to someone useless to God But he sat on the
throne for another 30 years. There are many who have lost the anoinﬁna /anﬁ ago but are gi‘H-ina on
their thrones +oday in Christendom. This is because they have money and human auﬂ-nor'i-ly.
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He Finally acknowledged that he did it but told Samuel that
he would acknowledge it Pr'iva-l-ely to him but did hot want
to be let down publicly by Samuel ( verse 30 ) He sought
honour from people. He wanted to put up a holy Front
and wanted the people to think that God was still with him.

He didn't want it o look that Samuel had stopped
9uPPor'+in3 him. He was afraid of Peop|e‘9 oPinionc;

In chapter I5 we read of the second mistoke
Saul mode when he spared some of the 3ooc|
sheep. He then blamed the people instead of

acknowledaina his mistake and +a/<hg the blame.

The Spirit of God now left sadl and an evil spirit entered him. Suspicion, fear, jedlousy now occupied the heart
once zedlous for God it is very dangerous to know the Spirit's power ond then be unfaithFul The latter end is
worse than the unconverted state. Saul spent the rest of his like chasing David Also, he once killed 85 Pr'ieg+9!




Samuel was then told to anoint one of Jesse's
sohs. Jesse didnt even bother to call David , his
8th sonl Obvicusly, no one thought much of David,
who was looking after sheep. But God said ' man
looks at the outward appearance but God looks
at the heart ' (| somuel 16 : 7 ) God haod
rejected all the other 7 and Samuel was
confused He asked Jesse ' Are these all the
sons you have ?' Then Jesse mentioned David, a
teenager , not even an odult , strumming his harp
and singing songs to God But God had been
watching him and seen his love and devotion to
the Lord Even today, God looks For such youth I
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When David sees Goliath +hr'ea+enin3 lsrael, hotice his
intense concern for the gory of God's name. He knew

what God hod done o the Canaanites giants through Joshua

and Caleb. saul |au§-\ed at David saying he was young

i .

Then David told him about some incidents in his private
life, victories against lions and bears, which he hadht
even told his parents about! How mony shepherds
would 9o after a lion to rescue a tiny lamb? When God
saw Davids care, He decided that David was Fit to
shepherd Israel When Satan gets hold of a weaker
brother, it is the shepherd‘g du+y to g0 after saton in
spiritual warfare ond rescue that brother from
Satan's grip. That's the type of shepherd God is looking
Lor +oday. This adlso teaches us that we have to «;Ia\/

the enemies Pr'iva+ely before we Face Goliath Public\y.




Once Goliath was kiled, the other
Phiistines ran away. (1 Samuel 17 :
51 ). This teaches us that once we
Kil the giant sin in our like (" the sin
that so easiy en+ang|es us " -
Hebrews 12 : 1), we wil find that
many other sins in our like are
conquered too.

David went agoinst Goliath, hot trusting in Saul's armour but trusting in God done and killed Goliath and cut his
head of£ with his owh sword. This is how we are to 9o aaainsi' Satan +oday. God uses Satan's own weapons
to desh"oy him. " Through death God destroyed him who had the power of death ' ( Hebrews 2 : 14 )

In chapter 18 we read of the lovely attitude that Jonathan, son of Saul, hod
towards David. Jonathan was older than David and heir to the throne. So he
should have hated Dovid for being so popular in Isroel now and thus being a
threat to him. But instead, we see a pure love and r'espec+ in his heart
For David He was more concerned with the gory of God and the good of
Israel than personal advancement. He wasn't bitter like his Father, Saul

Ih the same way,
Barhabas, who was the
sehior brother,
grociously withdrew into
the backﬁr'amd when
he saw a grea-l-er'
anoin+ing on his younger
brother Paul. What a
powerful force the
church of Jesus Christ
would be on earth, if it
had more like Barnabas
and Johathan, who did
not seek their own !




Now God was with David but he had to Flee for his life From Saul who was trying to kil him. But
ho-one can kil us before Gods plan For us is Fully Fulfiled Few men who recognized the anointing
on David joined him. They gothered to him and moved with him constantly from cave to cave . ‘~

e

We too must recognize where God is

ft\\

moving 'f'oday - not where He moved
ye9+er‘day, We must stand with those upon
whom the anhointing of God rests +oday.
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David lived his life in daily dependence on the
Lord for guidance. He would ask the Lord and do

things even agginst the advice of his owh men.
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In chapter 30 the Amalekites had taken their
Families coaptive. His men were ready to stone
David. But David encour‘aﬁed himself in the Lord
( verse G ) even when his friends turned against
him. He sought the Lord and pursued the Amalekites.

In Chapter 24 we see Davids noble action of sparing
Saul's life when he had Saul at his mercy. Even though
Saul was moved to tears on hearing this, he starting
hunting David again ofter awhile. ( chapter 26 - 2)

Jealousy and hatred come back like waves on a beach .




They cared For him with food and water.
When he revived he showed them the way.
Thus David Found and defeated the

Amalekites. Then it is written thrice, that '
But David did not know in which direction +o go to Lind these David recovered all ' that had been stolen
Amoalekites. It is wonderful to see how God led him through a by the Amodlekites ( verses 18 - 20 ) - a
simple act of kindness to a dying stranger. David and his men beautiful picture of Jesus recovering ol
saw an Egyptian half- dead, adbandoned by the Amalekites. that Satan had stolen From us /

We read in chapter 3, we read of how Soul committed suicide. God khows how to deal with those who
persecute His children - in His own way and in His own time. David hever had to lay a hand on Saul. He alowed

God to deal with him. Revenge belongs to God and he wil repay one day ( Romans 12 : 19 )

But until then, David faced difficulties and triale and then
became a successiul king. It is only this way we can have an
effective rinistry, But +hrou3h oppression and suppression,
God brings us through into abundance ¢ psam 66 )




