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THIS BOOK BEGINS WITH PAVID, THE MAN AFTER GOP’'S
OWN HEART ANP ENDPS WITH AHAB, THE WORST KING
EVER TO RULE ISRAEL. ISRAEL BEGINS AS A

POWERFUL NATION AND ENDS AS A PIVIPED NATION.
THE CONPITION OF &0P’'S PEOPLE PEPENDPS ON THE

SPIRITUALITY OF ITS LEAPER. WHEN GOP LOOKS AT
THE CHURCHES TODAY, HE SEES THE SAME NEED FOR
GOPLY LEADERS, IN EVERY GENERATION. PAVID COULD
NOT RULE OVER ISRAEL FOREVER. WILL THE NEXT
GENERATION LEAPER HAVE ONLY THE FOUNDER'S
KNOWLEDGE AND POLTRINES BUT NOT HIS
GOPLINESS AND KNOWLEPGE oOF GOP?
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WHEN PAVID WAS PYING , HIS SON APONIJAH EXALTED HIMSELF AND SAID * I WILL BE THE NEXT KING “ HE WAS NOT LIKE HIS FATHER
PAVID WHO WAITEP FOR GOP TO MAKE HIM KING. PART OF THE REASON WAS THAT PAVID HAP NEVER PUNISHEP APONIUAH EVEN ONCE
IN HIS ENTIRE LIFE. HE HAP NEVER USED THE ROP ON HIM AND NEVER EVEN REBUKEP HIM WHEN HE PIP SOMETHING WRONG. CAN YOU
IMAGINE WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO A CHILD WHO GROWS UP LIKE THAT - ESPECIALLY IF HE IS A GOOP LOOKING CHILDZ PAVID WAS A
VERY POOR FATHER. WE CAN TAKE THE WARNING FOR OURSELVES FROM THAT. PAVID WAS SO BUSY ON THE BATTLEFIELD HE HAP NO
TIME FOR HIS FAMILY. WE TOO CAN BE TAKEN UP WITH 0UR WORK 0r 0UR MINISTRY THAT WE PON'T SEE HOW OUR CHILPREN ARE
GROWING UP. IT'S A SAP THING IF A MAN LOSES HIS CHILPREN TO THE PEVIL BECAUSE HE IS * SERVING THE LORP “ .
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HEARING OF APONIUAH'S PLAN, NATHAN THE PROPHET WENT TO BATHSHEBA. HE TOLD HER TO REMIND DAVID OF HIS PROMISE
TO HER TO MAKE SOLOMON HIS SUCLESSOR. HE ALSO WENT ANP TOLP PAVIP ABOUT APONIJAH'S WICKED PLAN. NATHAN THUS
BROUGHT THE MIND OF GOP INTO THE SITUATION. A CHURCH 1S S0 BLESSEP WHEN IT HAS AT LEAST ONE GENUINE
PROPHET, WHO CAN SPEAK PROPHETICALLY TO IT IN A SITUATION. PAVID TOLD THE PRIESTS TO ANOINT SOLOMON AS KING
AND ZAPOK PID THAT PROMPTLY.

WHEN PAVID WAS PYING HE CHARGED SOLOMON WITH
CERTAIN MATTERS. BUT PAVID'S LAST WORPS ARE VERY
PISAPPOINTING. GOP’'S WORPD 1S 50 HONEST WHEN IT TELLS
US ABOUT THE FAILURES OF ITS GREATEST SERVANTS.

PAVID SHOULD HAVE TOLP SOLOMON HOW TO BE A 6OPLY
LEAPER ANP HOW TO HONOUR GOP. HE SHOULPD HAVE
WARNEP SOLOMON TO BE CAREFUL WITH WOMEN. INSTEAD,
PAVID TELLS HIM TO KILL HIS FAITHFUL GENERAL JOAB. 1
THINK THE REASON IS BECAUSE PAVID NEVER REALLY
FORGAVE JOAB FOR KILLING ABSALOM.

THEN PAVIDP TELLS SOLOMON TO KILL SHIMEI, BECAUSE HE
CURSED PAVID. AT THE TIME OF THE CURSING, PAVID
MAGNANIMOUSLY SAID THAT HE PIPN'T WANT SHIME! KILLED
BECAUSE GOP HAD ALLOWEP IT. WHEN PAVIP CAME TO
JERUSALEM HE FORGAVE SHIMEI AND PROMISED NOT TO KILL HIM.
BUT NOW HE SAYS THE PROMISE HE MAPE WAS NOT BINPING ON
SOLOMON! HE HAD FORGIVEN EXTERNALLY BUT WAS NURSING A
GRUPGE WHICH WAS HIPPEN AS LONG AS HIS MINP WAS STRONG
BUT AS HE GREW OLP AND HIS MIND WEAKENEPD, WHAT WAS IN
HIS HEART CAME OUT. AN UNFORGIVING ATTITUPE CAN PEVELOP
ROOTS OF BITTERNESS VERY QUICKLY (HEBREWS (2 : I5). THERE
15 NO FORGIVENESS FOR THOSE WHO PO NOT FORGIVE OTHERS

FROM THEIR HEARTS ( MATT & : 14, 15 )



SOLOMON BEGAN HIS REIGN BY KILLING HIS STEP-BROTHER APONIJAH, HIS FIRST COUSIN , JOAB AND SHIMEI . WHAT A WAY TO START

ONE’S REIGN! AND TO THINK IT WAS PAVIP, THE MAN AFTER &OD’S OWN HEART, WHO HAD SUGGESTEP ALL THIS TO SOLOMON AND THIS
STARTEP HIM OFF ON THE PATHWAY OF PESTRUCTION. SUCH 1S THE LONG TERM RESULT OF UNCLEANSEP BITTERNESS, BY WHICH
MANY ARE PEFILED. BUT SOLOMON STILL IMAGINEP THAT &OP WOULD BLESS HIM IN SPITE OF ALL OF THIS. WHAT A PECEPTION!

ONCE ON THE WRONG PATH, WE GO FURTHER AND FURTHER AWAY FROM GOD. THE NEXT THING THAT SOLOMON PIP WAS TO GET
MARRIED TO A HEATHEN WOMAN - PHARAOH'S DAUGHTER. IF ONLY DAVID HAD SPENT HIS LAST DAYS APVISING SOLOMON ON
MARRYING WISELY. WE READ THAT “SOLOMON “ LOVEP THE LORD “ , EXCEPT THAT HE SACRIFICED AND BURNED INCENSE IN THE
HIGH pLACES “( 3:3 ) WHAT A CONTRAPICTION! 50LOMON FINALLY DESTROYED HIMSELF BECAUSE OF SUCH COMPROMISE.
HE LIVED A POUBLE LIFE- ONE IN THE TEMPLE AND ONE IN PRIVATE. THEY MAKE LOUP EXPRESSIONS OF LOVE FOR THE LORD; BUT IN
PRIVATE, THEY LIVE IN UNRIGHTEOUSNESS AND SIN. FINALLY THEIR LITTLE BACKSLIDINGS BECOME BIG ONES AND PESTROY THEM.

YET 60D WAS 600D TO SOLOMON, FOR HE WANTED HIM TO CHANGE.
HE APPEARED TO SOLOMON AND ASKED HIM WHAT HE WANTEP.
SOLOMON ASKEP FOR WISPOM TO JUPGE THE PEOPLE ANP HEART TO
PISCERN BETWEEN 600D ANP EVIL. THE LORD WAS HAPPY WITH
THIS ANSWER. HE GAVE HIM A PISCERNING HEART ANP ALSO HONOUR
AND RICHES AND TOLP HIM THERE WOULP BE NO KING LIKE HIM. THE
GREAT NEEP AMONG CHRISTIAN LEAPERS TOPAY IS PISCERNMENT
TO SEE THE TRUE STATE OF THOSE IN THEIR CHURCH, ESPECIALLY
WHEN GIVING RESPONSIBILITY TO ANY THEM - AND ONLY &OP CAN
GIVE IT TO US. IF SOLOMON GOT IT BY ASKING 60D, CAN'T WE GET IT
TO0Z POESN'T 60D LOVE US MUCH MORE UNPER THE NEW
COVENANT?Z DOESN’'T HE HAVE FAR GREATER CONCERN FOR THE
CHURCH WE ARE BUILPING THAN HE HAP FOR SOLOMON RULING
ISRAELZ HE CERTAINLY POES. SO, IF WE LACK PISCERNMENT,
PERHAPS IT IS BECAUSE, IN OUR SELF-SUFFICIENCY , WeE HavE

FAILED TO ASK HIM FOR IT.



ONCE, TWO PROSTITUTES STOOP BEFORE SOLOMON FOR
JUPGEMENT ONE DAY. THEY WERE LIVING IN THE SAME HOUSE
AND HAD PELIVERED BABIES WITHIN A FEW DAYS OF EACH OTHER.
ONE NIGHT ONE OF THEM ACCIPENTALLY ROLLEP OVER HER CHILP
WHILE SLEEPING, AND KILLEPD IT. WHEN SHE REALISED WHAT HAP
HAPPENED, SHE IMMEPIATELY EXCHANGEP HER BABY WITH THE
LIVING ONE. IN THE MORNING, THE OTHER WOMAN REALISEDP AND
AN ARGUMENT ENSUED. SOLOMON SUGGESTED THAT THE LIVING
CHILD BE PIVIPEP. THE REAL MOTHER SAID “ PON’T KILL IT!
GIVE IT TO THE OTHER WOMAN!” THE OTHER WOMAN SAID “ NO!
KILL IT!” . EVERYONE KNEW WHO THE REAL MOTHER WAS. IN THE
SAME WAY, WE ARE NOT TO PIVIDE A GROUP OF BELIEVERS, IF WE
HAVE A FALLING OUT. LEAVE, AND START A NEW WORK, ENTIRELY.

WE READ THAT 60P GAVE SOLOMON WISPOM, VERY GREAT PISCERNMENT,
BREAPTH OF MIND AND LARGENESS OF HEART, LIKE THE SANP ON THE
SEASHORE. THIS MEANS , FOR US, A LARGE HEART THAT CAN TAKE IN ALL OF
GODP’'S PEOPLE WHO ARE LIKE THE SAND ON THE SEASHORE ( GENESIS 22:17 )
EVEN IF WE PO NOT WORK WITH A BROTHER FROM ANOTHER PENOMINATION, WHO
PISAGREES WITH US ON WATER-BAPTISM OR SPEAKING IN TONGUES , GOP HAS
ACCEPTEPD HIM. OUR PRAYER SHOULD BE “ LORD, GIVE ME LARGENESS OF HEART
TO WARMLY RECEIVE HIM” T WANT AS MANY BROTHERS AND SISTERS AS 60D
HAS CHILPREN! T WANT TO ACCEPT ALL THOSE WHOM GOP HAS ACCEPTED -
EVEN IF THEIR CONVICTIONS ARE PIFFERENT FROM MINE. T MIGHT HAVE TAKEN
YEARS TO UNPERSTANP SOME ISSUE, S0 LET ME BE PATIENT WITH OTHERS..
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IN &6:7, WE REAP SOMETHING BEAUTIFUL ABOUT HOW THE
TEMPLE WAS BUILT WITH STONES THAT WERE CUT OUT FROM
THE HILLSIPE. WHEN THEY WERE BROUGHT TO THE BUILPING
SITE, THEY HAP ALREAPY BEEN PERFECTLY SHAPED ON ALL

SIX SIPES, SO THAT THERE WAS NO SOUNP OF CHIPPING AT THE
TEMPLE SITE ITSELF. THIS IS HOW THE CHURCH MUST BE BUILT
ALSO. WE MUST JUPGE OURSELVES IN SECRET IN OUR PRIVATE
LIFE, S0 THAT THERE IS NO STRIFE WHEN WE COME TOGETHER

SOLOMON TOOK SEVEN YEARS TO BUILP THE LORP’S TEMPLE
AND THIRTEEN YEARS TO BUILD HIS OWN HOUSE. S50 WE KNOW
WHAT HE VALUES MORE! SOLOMON’S BACKSLIPING WAS
GRAPUAL - AS BACKSLIPING USUALLY IS. ONCE HE STARTED
SLIPING POWN, THE GRAPIENT BECAME STEEPER. THIS IS SEEN
IN CHRISTIAN WORKERS ALSO WHO START BY SEEKING THEIR
OWN AND PRIFTING TO THE WORLD. YEARS LATER, THEY HAVE
BECOME EXPERTS IN SEEKING THEIR OWN ..




BUT &OP STILL LOVEP HIS PEOPLE, IN SPITE OF THE
BACKSLIPING OF THEIR KING. S0 HE FILLED THE TEMPLE WITH
HIS GLORY WHEN IT WAS COMPLETED JUST LIKE HE PID ON THE
DAY MOSES COMPLETED THE TABERNACLE. THE TEMPLE WAS

BUILT IN THE SAME PATTERN BUT ON A GRANDER SCALE.

SOLOMON PRAYED A BEAUTIFUL PRAYER OF DEDICATION.
THE LORP THEN APPEARED TO HIM A SECONP TIME AND
TOLD HIM THAT HE HAP HEARPD HIS PRAYER ANP AGAIN
URGEP HIM TO WALK IN INTEGRITY OF HEART AND
UPRIGHTNESS. HE ALSO WARNEP SOLOMON THAT IF HE
TURNED AWAY FROM FOLLOWING THE LORD, HE WOULPD BE
REMOVEP FROM THE LAND AND THE TEMPLE WOULP
BECOME A HEAP OF RUINS. THIS IS EXACTLY WHAT
HAPPENED WHEN THE BABYLONIANS CAME AND
CAPTUREP JUPAH AND PESTROYED THE TEMPLE. &OP
HAD WARNED THEM “ PO NOT THINK YOU CAN LIVE AS YOU
LIKE ANP THAT I WILL KEEP ON BLESSING YOU” 60P
WARNS US LONG BEFORE WE START GOING ASTRAY. BUT
DESPITE ALL HIS WORLPWIPE WISPOM, SOLOMON WAS A
MIXEDP UP MAN. HE COULP PRAY BEAUTIFUL PRAYERS TO
THE LORP IN PUBLIC, LIKE MOST CHRISTIANS. BUT IN HIS
PRIVATE LIFE HE WAS AS GOPLESS AS ANYONE - LIKE
MOST CHRISTIANS.

50LOMON WROTE THREE BOOKS OF SCRIPTURE. PROVERBS
HAS 3| CHAPTERS WHICH BE READ DAILY. IT CAN PRESERVE
US FROM MUCH EVIL. SONG OF SOLOMON IS A WONPERFUL
PICTURE OF DEVOTION TO JESUS CHRIST AS HIS BRIPE.
HE RIVALLED SAMSON IN LUST - FOR HE MARRIED 700 WIVES AND HAD CCCLESIASTES WARNS US OFF THE PANGERS OF WORLDLY
300 CONCUBINES AS WELL, MOSTLY FROM THE HEATHEN NATIONS WISPOM. THIS MAN WHO WROTE THESE FINALLY WENT TO
AROUND HIM. THOSE WIVES FINALLY TURNED HIM AWAY FROM THE HELL! LET US NOT IMAGINE THAT EVERYONE WHO PREACHES
LORD TO WORSHIP [POLS. LET US NOT JUST LOOK FOR A PRETTY FACE WONDPERFUL SERMONS WILL G0 TO HEAVEN. BOTH | KINGS AND
WHEN WE GET MARRIED. LET US LOOK WHETHER THEY HAVE A DESIRE 2 CHRONICLES DON'T MENTION ANYTHING ABOUT SOLOMON
TO LIVE A 6OPLY LIFE. MANY NOP THEIR HEAPS BUT WHEN THE TIME REPENTING. JESUS SAID MANY WOULD COME TO HIM
COMES FOR THEIR MARRIAGE, THEY CHOOSE A WORLPLY GIRL. MENTIONING THEY HAVE DONE IN HIS NAME BUT JESUS TELLS
SISTERS, PRAY THAT &GOP WILL LEAD YOU TO A GOPLY MAN. THEM * PEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO LIVEP IN SIN
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FROM CHAPTER IZ ONWARDPS WE REAP ABOUT THE PIVIPEP KINGPOM. SOLOMON HAP BEEN A CRUEL KING. 50 WHEN HIS SON REHOBOAM
CAME TO THE THRONE, SOME OF THE PEOPLE CAME TO HIM AND ASKED HIM TO * LIGHTEN THE YOKE “. REHOBOAM THEN CONSULTED
THE ELPERS WHO TOLD HIM TO BE KIND. THEN HE CONSULTED WITH THE YOUNG PEOPLE AND THEY SAID TO BE STILL HARPER ON THE
PEOQPLE. LIKE MANY STUPID PEOPLE, HE LISTENED TO THE YOUNG PEOPLE. THE RESULT WAS THAT HE LOST 85% OF THE KINGPOM. TEN
TRIBES BROKE AWAY. HE SPLIT HIS KINGPOM BY ONE FOOLISH SENTENCE! JEROBOAM BECAME THE KING OF THESE TEN TRIBES..

THE TRIBES OF JUPAH AND BENJAMIN REMAINED WITH
REHOBOAM AND THE REST OF THE TEN TRIBES CALLED
THEMSELVES “ ISRAEL “ . JEROBOAM REALISED THAT OF HIS
PEOPLE WENT TO JERUSALEM THRICE A YEAR AS REQUIRED
FOR THEIR ANNUAL FEASTS, HE MIGHT LOSE HIS HOLD ON
THEM. SO HE BUILT A PLACE OF WORSHIP IN SHECEM SO THEY
COULD HOLP THEIR FEASTS. HE INSTALLEP AN /POL THERE
AND EVERYONE GOT INVOLVEPD IN IPOL-WORSHIP.

IN CHAPTER I3 WE READP OF A YOUNG PROPHET WHO WAS GIVEN A MESSAGE OF JUPGEMENT AGAINST KING JEROBOAM. HE WENT AND
PELIVEREPD IT FAITHFULLY AND THE LORD CONFIRMED HIS PROPHECY SUPERNATURALLY. THE KING THEN INVITED HIM FOR A MEAL BUT
THE LORD HAP EARLIER TOLP THE PROPHET NOT TO EAT OR PRINK TILL HE REACHES HOME. HE PECLINED THE KINGS OFFER, EVEN IF
THE KING WERE TO OFFER HALF THE KINGPOM! BUT AN OLP PROPHET WAS LIVING IN THE AREA AND PISTURBEP THAT GOP HAD
CHOSEN A YOUNGER MAN, HE LIEP TO THE YOUNGER PROPHET SAYING “ THE LORP HAP TOLP HIM” TO GIVE HIM A MEAL. THE FOOLISH

YOUNG PROPHET ATE AND WAS KILLED BY A LION FOR HIS PISOBEPIENCE. LET US BE CAREFUL OF LISTENING TO SUCH PEOPLE..
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IN CHAPTER |7 WE REAP ABOUT ELIJAH. THE FIRST THING T WANT YOU
TO NOTICE ABOUT ELIVAH ARE HIS WORDPS TO KING AHAB. “ AS THE
Y LORD &OP OF ISRAEL, LIVES, BEFORE WHOM I STANP “ THESE TRUE
PROPHETS PIP NOT FEAR KINGS WHO WERE MERE SPECKS OF PUST
L,.V BEFORE 6OD. THE GREAT NEEP IS FOR PROPHETS WHO LIVE BEFORE
GOP’'S FACE WHICH 1S MORE IMPORTANT THAN BIBLE KNOWLEDPGE. TO
\ s LIVE BEFORE GOP’'S FACE, WE MUST KEEP OUR CONSCIENCE 100 %
PERCENT CLEAR. WE MUST HUMBLE OURSELVES TOTALLY. OUR FACE
MUST BE IN THE PUST THE WHOLE TIME. THAT'S HOW ELIJAH LIVED. IF
GOP CAN'T FIND YOUNG MEN, I HOPE HE WILL FIND YOUNG SISTERS
WHO MAY NOT STANP IN A PULPIT BUT INFLUENCE FROM HOME.

O —

ELIVAH WAS A MAN WHO WAS INSTANTLY OBEPIENT TO TO EVERY LITTLE THING THAT 60D HAP SAID. 60D TOLD HIM ONE DAY TO 60 AND
HIPE HIMSELF BY THE BROOK CHERITH - HE WENT AT ONCE. THERE THE RAVENS BROUGHT HIM BREAD AND MEAT AND HE PRANK FROM
THE BROOK. IF THE RAVEN HAD BROUGHT VEGETABLES, THAT ITSELF WOULP HAVE BEEN A MIRACLE. BUT FOR A RAVEN TO BRING MEAT

WHICH IT LOVES, 15 A GREATER MIRACLE. THAT'S HOW GOD PROVIDED FOR ELIJAH. BUT AFTER A FEW DAYS ELIJAH MIGHT HAVE
BEGUN TO PEPENP ON THE RAVENS AND NOT ON THE LORD! MANY SERVANTS OF 60D START OUT TRUSTING THE LORD FOR THEIR
FINANCIAL NEEDS. BUT AFTER A FEW YEARS, THEY ARE NO LONGER DEPENDING ON THE LORD, BUT ON SOME RAVENS - HUMAN BEINGS
WHO SEND THEM REGULAR SUPPORT. S0 THE BROOK PRIED UP AND THE LORD STOPPEP THE RAVENS. THE LORD WANTED To SHAKE

OFF ELIVAH'S PEPENPENCE ON BROOKS AND RAVENS AND TO TEACH HIM ONCE AGAIN TO PEPENP ON THe LORD ALONE. T THANK

GOD FOR THE TIMES WHEN HE HAS TURNED MY EYES AWAY FROM RAVENS TO HIM WHO OWNS “ THE CATTLE ON A THOUSAND HILLS”

( PSALM 50:10 ) AND WHO HAS SAID THAT HE WILL SUPPLY ALL OUR NEEDS “ ACCORPING TO HIS RICHES IN GLORY THROUGH CHRIST
JESUS ( PHILIPPIANS 4 : 19 )




THE LORP THEN CHANGEP HIS METHOP AND TOLD ELIJAH NOW TO 60 TO ZAREPHATH, WHICH WAS OUTSIPE ISRAEL. ELIVAH MAY HAVE
IMAGINED SOME RICH BUSINESSMAN THERE WOULDP TAKE CARE OF HIM. BUT WHEN HE REACHED ZAREPHATH, WHAT HE FOUND WAS A
POOR WIPOW WHO WAS ABOUT TO HAVE HER LAST MEAL! 60D’'S WAYS ARE TRULY AMAZING. HE POES THINGS LIKE THIS BECAUSE HE 1S A
JEALOUS GOP. He USES A WEAK PERSON 50 NO FLESH CAN GLORY IN HIS PRESENCE! (| CORINTHIANS | : 29 )

ELIVAH ASKED THE WIPOW TO MAKE HIM A LITTLE BREAP CAKE
FROM THE OIL AND FLOUR SHE WAS GOING TO MAKE HER LAST
MEAL WITH. HE SAIP THE OIL ANP FLOUR WOULP NOT RUN OUT.
THERE ARE MANY PREACHERS TOPAY WHQO USE THIS INCIPENT
TO TEACH POOR PEOPLE TO GIVE THEM MONEY. THIS IS A TOTAL
MISINTERPRETATION. FIRST, MOST OF TOPAY’'S PREACHERS
ARE NOT PROPHETS ANP THEY LOVE MONEY, UNLIKE ELIJAH .
FURTHER ELIVAH ASKED THE WIPOW FOR JUST A BARE MeAL TO
SURVIVE IN A TIME OF FAMINE; AND HE ATE THE SAME FOOD
THAT THE WIPOW ANP HER SON ATE . TOPAY’'S PREACHERS ARE
ASKING FOR MONEY, NOT FOR SURVIVAL, BUT TO SUPPORT THEIR
GRANP LIFESTYLES. FINALLY, WHILE ELIJUAH TOOK ONLY ONE
MEAL FROM THE WIPOW, HE PROVIPEP MEALS FOR HER AND
HER SON, FOR MANY, MANY MONTHS - UNTIL THE FAMINE ENDED.
50 SHE RECEIVED A HUNPRED TIMES MORE THAN SHE GAVE TO
THE PROPHET. WHICH PREACHER POES THAT TOPAY 2

IN CHAPTER I8 WE READ OF A MAN CALLED OBAPIAH. HE WAS A MANAGER OF AHAB'S PALACE AND IT IS WRITTEN THAT “ HE FEARED

THE LORD GREATLY “ THIS ONLY MEANS HE WAS A RELIGIOUS PERSON. IT IS WRITTEN OF OTHERS ALSO IN 2 KINGS 17:33 THAT “ THEY

FEARED THE LORP ANP SERVED THEIR OWN GODS . T CANNOT UNPERSTAND HOW ANYONE CAN TRULY FEAR THE LORD ANP STILL LIVE

AS THE MANAGER OF A WICKEP IPOL-WORSHIPPING KING'S PALACE. OBAPIAH WAS OBVIOUSLY SEEKING A COMFORTABLE LIFE FOR

HIMSELF ALONG WITH HIS RELIGION. JOSPEH OF ARIMATHEA WAS LIKE THAT. HE PIPN’T WANT TO LEAVE THE JEWISH SANHEDRIN AND
BECOME A PESPISEP FOLLOWER OF JESUS. HOWEVER, SUCH PEOPLE STILL SERVE SOME PURPOSE OF GOD..
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we reap THeN oF THe CHALLENGE THAT ELIUAH Gave To
ISRAEL. “CALL EVERYONE TO MOUNT CARMEL” HE TOLD AHAB.
ALTHOUGH AHAB WAS THE KING, HE FEAREP ELIJAH. THEN
ELIUAH TOLD THE 450 PROPHETS OF BAAL, “ LET’S CHOOSE AN
OX EACH AND MAKE AN ALTAR WITHOUT ANY FIRE UNDER IT.
THEN YOU CALL ON YOUR GOP AND ASK HIM TO SEND FIRE . AND
I WILL CALL ON MY &OP. THE ONE WHO ANSWERS BY FIRE, LET

HIM BE THE TRUE GOP. * ALL THE PEOPLE SAID * THAT'S A
600D IDEA, LET'S DO THAT * (18 : 23, 24 )

THEN THE PROPHETS OF BAAL PUT THE OX ON THE ALTAR ANP BEGAN TO JUMF, SHOUT ANP SCREAM.
NOTHING HAPPENED. IT IS 600D TO NOTE HERE THAT MANY “ CHRISTIANS * WHO JUMP, SHOUT AND
SCREAM CAN BE JUST AS CARNAL OR UNCONVERTEP AS THESE BAAL-WORSHIPPERS. ELIVAH MOCKEP

THEM ANPD SAIP * SHOUT LOUPER. PERHAPS HE IS ASLEEP ANP NEEDPS TO BE WOKEN UP. OR PERHAPS HE IS
IN THE TOILET! * (18:27 ) THEY CUT THEMSELVES , CRIED LOUPER STILL ANP RAVEP FOR OVER 6 HOURS

BUT NOTHING HAPPENED. SIMILARLY, MANY CHRISTIAN MEETINGS HAVE NOISE BUT THE PEOPLE PON'T HAVE A
GOOP CONSCIENCE. THEY'RE PRAYING BUT GOP HASN'T PICKED UP THE PHONE! PSALM 66:18 SAYS IF WE

HAVE SIN IN OUR HEARTS THEN GOD WILL NOT HEAR US. WE CAN SHOUT FOR SIX HOURS OR ALL NIGHT !

THEN IT WAS ELIJAH'S TURN. HE PICKED UP [Z STONES TO MAKE AN ALTAR. ALTHOUGH 10 TRIBES WERE SEPARATE FROM THE
OTHER 2 ELIJAH PIP NOT BELIEVE IN NATIONS OR PENOMINATIONS- AND SO HE PICKED UP 2 STONES. HE BELIEVED IN THE
UNITY oF ALL oF ¢0p's PEOPLE. SOME MAY HAVE BEEN UPSET WITH HIM FOR INCLUPING THE TRIBES OF JUPAH AND BENJAMIN
BUT ELIJAH PIDN'T CARE FOR THEIR OPINION. TO PROVE THERE WAS NO SECRET FIRE UNDER HIS ALTAR, HE ASKED FOR (2
PITCHERS oF WATER TO BE POURED ON THE ALTAR.
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THEN ELIUAH PRAYED - FOR LESS THAN A MINUTE, * OH LORD, LET IT BE KNOWN THAT THOU ART GOP AND THAT I AM THY SERVANT
“ (18 :36) THE FIRE FELL AND ALL THE PEOPLE FELL ON THEIR FACES AND ACKNOWLEPGEP THAT THE LORP WAS THE TRUE GOP.
WHAT WE NEEPD IS THE FIRE TOPAY WITH ALL ISRAEL ON HIS SIDE, ELIVAH CAUGHT THE 450 PROPHETS BAAL ANPD KILLEP THEM ALL .

NOW THAT PEOPLE HAP REPENTEP, ELIVAH TOLD AHAB THAT THE RAIN WOULD BE SOON ON TS WAY. THERE HAP BEEN NO RAIN FOR 3

AND A HALF YEARS. ELIVAH WENT TO THE MOUNTAIN TOP ANP BEGAN TO PRAY. HE SENT HIS SERVANT TO SEE IF THERE WAS ANY RAIN

COMING ... AGAIN AND AGAIN - SEVEN TIMES. AT LAST THERE WAS A CLOUD. HERE WE SEE ELIUAH'S PERSISTENCE IN PRAYER. THE
EARLIER PROUGHT TOO HAD BEEN THE RESULT OF ELIVAH'S PERSISTENT PRAYER. HIS EXAMPLE IS A CHALLENGE TO US ALL.
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WHEN JEZEBEL HEARD THAT ALL HER FALSE PROPHETS HAD BEEN KILLED, SHE GOT VERY ANGRY AND SENT A MESSAGE TO ELIVAH THAT
SHE WOULPD KILL HIM NEXT. THE MIGHTY PROPHET WHO WAS NOT AFRAIP OF THE KING, OR OF THE 850 FALSE PROPHETS , OR OF THE
WHOLE NATION, NOW COWEREP IN FEAR OF ONE WOMAN. HOW VERY MUCH LIKE US HE WAS! HE WAS PISCOURAGED AND EXHAUSTED AND
WENT ANP LAY UNPER A JUNIPER TREE. AN ANGEL CAME ANDP GAVE ELIVAH FOOP. &OP IS VERY “ POWN TO EARTH “ IN THE WAY HE HELPS
US. MANY A TIME WHAT A PISCOURAGED MAN NEEDS IS SOME FOOP AND SLEEF, MORE THAN MANY SERMONS. WE NEED WISPOM TO HELP.

HOWEVER, ELIVAH WAS UNPER THE OLP COVENANT. TOPAY, WE RUN THE RACE LOOKING UNTO JESUS, WHO WAS NEVER PISCOURAGED.
ELIVAH IMAGINED HE ALONE WAS LEFT IN ISRAEL STANPING FOR &OP. BUT &OP SHOWED HIM THERE WERE 7000 PERSONS THAT REFUSED
TO BOW TO BAAL. BUT THERE WAS A VAST DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THOSE 7000 AND ELIUAH. NONE OF THEM COULP BRING POWN FIRE
FROM HEAVEN AND TURN THE NATION BACK TO GOP. THIS IS A PICTURE OF BELIEVERS WHOSE TESTIMONY 1S NEGATIVE. THEY PON'T
SMOKE, PRINK ETC. BELIEVERS LIKE ELIJAH STAND BEFORE 60D, AFLAME WITH HIS FIRE THROUGH WHOM GOP CAN ACCOMPLISH MORE !

&OP HAD PREPARED SOMEONE TO TAKE OVER FROM
ELIUAH. ELIJAH WAS TO ANOINT ELISHA TO TAKE OVER
FROM HIM. ELISHA WAS WORKING HARP IN THE FIELDS
WHEN ELIJAH CALLED HIM. GOD ALWAYS CALLS THOSE

WHO ARE WORKING HARD AND FAITHFUL IN THEIR
SECULAR OCCUPATIONS. MOSES, AMOS, PETER,
JAMES, JOHN AND ANDREW, MATHEW. IF WE ARE NOT

FAITHFUL IN EARTHLY MATTERS, HOW CAN WE BE

FAITHFUL IN HEAVENLY MATTERSZ SECOND, WE NOTICE

THAT ALL THESE MEN DROPPED EVERY THING anp
WENT AS SOON AS GOD CALLED THEM. 60D CALLS THOSE

WHO RESPOND IMMEDIATELY AND WHOLEHEARTEPDLY.
THEY MAY SEEK TO CONFIRM GOD’'S CALL BUT ONCE THEY
ARE SURE THEY ACT QUICKLY. GOD'S SERVICE REQUIRES

INSTANT OBEPIENCE, TOTAL COMMITMENT AND HARD
WORK. IF WE ARE SLIPSHOD , HOW CAN GOD CALL US 2




IN CHAPTER 2|, WE READ OF A MAN CALLED NABOTH WHO WAS A NEIGHBOUR OF AHAB. NABOTH HAP A VINEYARP THAT AHAB WANTED TO
BUY. BUT NABOTH REFUSEP TO SELL IT, ACCORPING TO &OP’'S LAW (LEVITICUS 25:23). JEZEBEL, HOWEVER, 60T NABOTH FALSELY
ACCUSEP AND KILLED, AND THUS AHAB TOOK POSSESSION OF THE VINEYARD. THE FEARLESS ELIUAH NOW CONFRONTED AHAB AT 60D’S
PIRECTION, AND TOLP HIM THAT GOP WOULP JUPGE HIM FOR KILLING NABOTH AND THAT THE POGS WOULD LICK AHAB'S BLOOP ONE DAY, AND
HIS FAMILY WOULD BE PESTROYED. AHAB WAS SCAREP AND TORE HIS CLOTHES AND FASTED (VERSE 27). THEN &OP TOLD ELIVAH THAT HE
WOULP HAVE MERCY ON AHAB AND SEND THE JUPGEMENT ON HIS FAMILY ONLY IN THE NEXT GENERATION. IT IS AMAZING TO SEE HOW

MERCIFUL 60P 1S. 0P vALUES HUMILITY S0 GREATLY THAT EVEN WHEN AHAB (WHO WAS SO WICKEP) HUMBLEPD HIMSELF, 60D TOOK

NOTICE OF IT ANP SUSPENPEP JUPGEMENT.

IN CHAPTER 22, WE READP ABOUT JUPAH'S KING, JEHOSHAPHAT. AHAB ASKED HIM TO JOIN HIM IN A BATTLE AGAINST KING OF ARAM.
JEHOSHAPHAT AGREED IMMEPIATELY AND THEN PECIPED TO SEEK 60P’S WILL ABOUT IT, AFTER AGREEING (22:4, 5). AHAB IMMEDIATELY
ROUNPED UP 400 FALSE PROPHETS WHO REAPILY "PROPHESIEP” THAT THE LORP WOULPD GIVE THEM THE VICTORY (22:6). IT IS AMAZING

TO SEE S0 SOON AFTER 6OD’S FIRE FELL, FALSE PROPHETS ARISING AGAIN IN TSRAEL! BUT JEHOSHAPHAT HAP ENOUGH PISCERNMENT TO
RECOGNISE THAT NONE OF THESE 400 WERE GENUINE PROPHETS. MICAIAH , A TRUE PROPHET, WAS CALLED, ANP HE PREPICTED THE
PEFEAT OF ISRAEL'S ARMY. AHAB WAS S0 ANGRY WITH HIM THAT HE LOCKED HIM UP IN PRISON AND WENT TO WAR. AHAB PISGUISED

HIMSELF BUT A STRAY ARROW THAT WAS FIRED CAME AND KILLEP HIM -- AND THE POGS LICKED HIS BLOOD, AS GOD HAD SAID .
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